HIO Meeting Summary
March 14, 2006
Springfield, MO

Present: Don Bell (NWHA), Donna Benefield (HPC), Keith DaffefOSH), Glenn DeGraffenried (HOA), Craig
Evans (TWHBEA), David Finger (KWHA), Niels Holch (), Lonnie Messick (NHSC), Bob Nagel (MFTHBA),
Not Present: Mack Motes (SSHBEA) and Kenny Smith (KWHA), and Baright (SSHBEA)

USDA: Dr. Todd Behre, Dr. John Poe, and Mike Tuck; Featibr Robin Lohnes

Review of February 14, 2006, Teleconfer ence Summary:

The February 14, 2006, teleconference summary exaswed and approved.

USDA Monthly Report (Dr. Behre)

USDA Listening Sessions. Dr. Behre reported that he had given an abbraVidfeA presentation to the West
Virginia Horse Council in Ripley, WV. He also domed the dates and venues for the next three USDA
Listening Sessions: April 19, 2006 (Sterling Hotdballas, TX); May 17, 2006 (Center for Rural Dieyanent
— Somerset, KY) and Junel2, 2006 (Cal Poly — Pon1oA

2004/2005 Cumulative Show Reports: Dr. Behre distributed summary reports for 200d 2005 which

include information, categorized by HIO, the numbgshow/sales, number of horses inspected, nuotber
total inspections, number of violations, and numifesuspensions when USDA was present and when USDA
was not. The summary report also includes the murabconflict resolutions initiated, the numberFafderal
cases and the dollar value of assessed USDA pemalider HPA for each year.

February/March 2006 Show Reports. Dr. Behre reported that in addition to the jdmaining session held in
February in Shelbyville, USDA attended the NHSGkated Louisiana Jubilee in Monroe, LA, on March 3
2006. There were 81 entries, 5 tickets, involvingolations (2 scar rule violations and 2 unilathrsore), 0
conflict resolutions. Dr, Behre added that theezerapproximately 20 horses randomly swabbed prersimd
that USDA had not yet received the results fromldize USDA also attended the NHSC-affiliated [Hasas]
Shriner’s Jubilee in Starksville, MS, on March 808. There were 44 entries (down from 196 theiptess
night), 2 violations (both scar rule) and O coriffiesolutions. There were approximately 20 horaadomly
swabbed pre-show.

Update on Technology: USDA is requesting each HIO to provide the soufcine grease they distribute at
horse shows (manufacturer, product name a& numiebnesd data sheet). Craig Evans confirmed that
TWHEBA used Walgreen's Vaseline, and Dr. DeGraféghreported that HOA uses Mobil lubricant.
Dr.Behre also reported that the algometry projeat wn temporary hold until completion of the listen
sessions due to manpower resources. However,desldbat two separate groups of horses have bémedf
for the study. A discussion followed regarding US®goals for the algometry study. Dr. Behreesited the
Department’s goal to seek a screening tool whick atso serve as a potential follow-up tool. Donl Bdded
that one of the goals is to make digital palpatess subjective, and Donna Benefield noted thatifieeof
algometry would invalidate arguments that horséslating pain responses during palpation were du@o
much pressure. Don Bell stated that NWHA encoutdbat the study results be made available.

Re gas chromatography and foreign substances, UIDBAegin to analyze all data taken from individua
swabs taken randomly pre-show AND post-show. [@hrB announced that effective March 14, 2006, an
official notification (Form 7060) will be sent tdl @ersons (owners, trainers, exhibitors) via ¢iexdi mail re
illegal foreign substance violations. Dr. Behrdl wlheck to ensure that the HIOs also receive paticthose
receiving 7060s. Although HIOs may issue foreighstance violations and/or penalties based onviaé s
results, USDA will not require them to do so asttime. Legislative Affairs is expected to publéspress
release to this effect. It was requested thahthmeber of 7060s be included in the monthly USDAorép
Keith Dane asked whether the issuance of the 706fication would be followed by the issuance oftdiRA



violation in the future. Dr. Behre indicated tiia¢ 7060 notification is one step in the introdoctof the
sniffer technology to the inspection program. Aagditional initiatives involving prosecutions woulé
announced to the HIO working group prior to any rehanges in policy. Niels Holch inquired about ¢hein
of custody re each sample and Dr. Behre resporigtgbtotocols were already in place to preserveliaén of
custody, noting that each sample box has its ovenmented chain of custody and all information freach
entry form will also be recorded. USDA will trathe name of the event, location, number of swadsslts
detected, and number of entries. Once this infiomas compiled it will be posted on the USDA witesand
will not include names of individuals not horsd&3ob Nagle asked if it was possible for USDA to pdav
MFTHBA a sample of the information USDA will be pivgy so MFTHBA can also post it on their website.
The HIOs requested the Department include a linksoHPA website to a site which provides an exatam
of the procedures (and a picture) along with tiseilte of the ongoing analysis.

Niels Holch expressed concern that the technolo§RA is pursuing may be moving independently of @t
and that random post-show samples fall outsidbettrrent OP in which foreign substances is a non-
correctable offense. He suggested that this netedee added to a future agenda for further disonssBob
Nagle suggested that perhaps it would be bettkate a one or two year OP rather than a threepfearin
order to afford additional amendments during adhrear time frame. Niels Holch also expressedriation
that he had not yet received a response from tipaub@ent as to the status of two cases that heibagd as
double jeopardy. Mike Tuck suggested that Nailgt@ct the Under Secretary again, as it was beyoad t
purview of Dr. Behre.

Dr. Behre asked all HIOs to review the 2004/20Q@®resummaries distributed earlier for accuracy ridted
that HIOs and show management vary in how theyrcetmial of numbers of horses and total number of
entries. Effective immediately, NWHA, HPC and FO®H provide the total number for horses entered in
each show, in addition to the total number of estri It was pointed out that by taking a percentag
violations from the total number of entries (ratiiean the number of horses entered in the showyskiee
results. It was also pointed out that not allvehiavere able to compute the total number of hoesgésred in a
show. Dr. Behre commented that perhaps USDA casidfor the class sheets and compile the informdtio
those who could not. At the very least, Dr, Behoaild like have the HIOs provide a running monthly
suspension list report, which is required by the ®®or to the April teleconference, USDA will efin@ach
HIO requesting that each HIO provide such a report.

Follow the Hor se Report (Keith Dane/Niels Holch)

Keith Dane gave a brief overview but reported tieatind Niels were still waiting on NHSC and KWHAal&o
input into the final report and asked that it begléd until the April teleconference.

Review of OP

Keith Dane asked what it would take to have a telerance on the scar rule. He distributed copfdsOSH’s
proposed operating plan changes (a copy of whiettéshed) and questioned the need for an OPri the
continued to be a real/perceived credibility gapagisome of the HIOs and their ability and/or wiihess to
enforce the HPA. Among the FOSH proposed chargglesguage specifically defining criteria for HIO
decertification to which each HIO representatives\waked to comment.

Don Bell stated that NWHA is not willing to sign @P until all of the HIOs can prove they will follathe OP,
and supports additional criteria to be added tdQRerelating to specific circumstances under wilt®s are
to be decertified. Additionally, Don restated NWidAequest for the public to be engaged in the OP
discussion.

Bob Nagle with MFHTA noted that they had recentiiglad an evaluation form for their DQPs. Re specifi
language concerning a no suspension penalty syglisqualification plan) he stated he would needemor
information and would have to review any proposegnges with this Board.



David Finger, speaking on behalf of KWHA, commeniieat KWHA supported at least some form of the OP
because it provided a set of guidelines for the $4IKWHA would support a disqualification plantifvas
uniform among all HIOs.

Lonnie Messick (NHSC) also stated that the OP gledia set of guidelines and that NHSC would bengilto
look at a disqualification plan in more detail ltuvould have to be enforced uniformly among altloé HIOs.

Craig Evans (TWHBA) stated that the greatest psepaf the OP is to put Department policy in writsw
folks know where they stand and to afford jointrtieg of VMOs and DQPs. Re no-
suspension/disqualification plan, he expressedetisence, commenting that it(soring) might getseobefore
it got better.

Dr. DeGraffenreid (HOA) stated the OP providedainite. With regard to a disqualification plan,theught
that DQPs might be more apt to turn a questionlabtee down if there is only a DQP present but nuajig,
and felt it eventually would be a self-limiting dea

Donna Benefield (HPC) noted that it is a mattetragt and confidence among the trainers and inglesaders
and they have not shown they can be trusted. &gested that USDA evaluate the numbers of eachféeO
2006 and then perhaps implement a disqualificgslan.

Dr. Behre suggested a need to look more closedyaltiating DQPs and try to determine what percentdg
turn back of animals is reasonable and acceptaltfmugh he restated the HPA Team'’s reluctancsstaei
LOWSs to DQPs. It was suggested that an ad-hoewegommittee be formed to discuss how best to atalu
DQP performance. Donna Benefield and Lonnie Mé&saitunteered to look into possible evaluationesié
and give an update at the April teleconference.

There was general discussion as to how FOSH’s geapanguage might level the playing field and Keit
recommended further discussion to scope out spdaiiguage to include in the OP.

Another issue discussed was the sharing of suspehsis. Keith Dane noted that the current HIOMHP
suspension list acts as a deterrent; yet, notl@sHnake their suspension lists available to tHaipu
Additionally, Don Bell noted that the NWHA suspemss are not being honored under the current plan.

Donna Benefield concurred, and distributed a cdigyletter to Dr. Behre outlining HPC's proposed@uiages to
the OP (a copy of which is attached) which includesquest to USDA to publish the suspension distdlOs
on a USDA website. Addressing a concern as tatlearacy of any suspension list, it was sugge$izd t
USDA provide a link to each HIO on its website kattthe public could access an HIO’s suspension lis
directly. This will be put on the agenda for trextnteleconference. Also among HPC’s recommentiadges
is to prohibit all individuals serving a suspensfmm the show grounds, and to require all indiglduo be
free of any violations of the HPA and/or its redigdas, whether it be through a USDA Administrathesw
decision, a consent decision or a USDA certifie@HIQP ticket. This was also designated as a carey
item for the next teleconference.

There was discussion regarding submitting standeddiorms. Dr. Behre stated that the team condyittia
HIO audits is committed to coming up with a stamiized show report including 1) tickets; 2) DQP néppand
3) Suspensions. To that effect, there was gereraensus from the HIO reps present that all Hi@sllsl
submit the same data, in the same format, in dyimanner.

Re the scar rule, Niels Holch suggested tryingnbmiporate the curriculum used at the joint tragnimto language
appropriate for the OP. Dr. Behre suggested ihirtig better to incorporate the joint training ittte scar rule
pamphlet rather than the OP. Lonnie Messick andnadenefield  volunteered to draft language to be
presented and discussed at the May teleconfereBona also distributed a copy of the Departmént o
Agriculture’s Proposed Rule 9 CFR Part 11 [Docket B2-001-1] and asked that it be included witls thieeting
summary.

Determine April 11, 2006 HIO Teleconfer ence




e Tentative Agenda:
Review of March 14, 2006, meeting summary
USDA Show Report
FTH Report
Decertification
DQP Evaluation
Suspension Lists Linked from USDA’s Website
Conflict of Interest

Attachments
The following documents are included in the meesagmary by request:
1) FOSH Proposed Operating Plan Changes

2) Horse Protection Commission letter dated Ma#h?D06, to Dr. Todd Behre
3) Department of Agriculture’s Proposed Rule 9 Gt 11 [Docket No. 92-001-1]



