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Our Mission Statement

To promote “sound,” naturally gaited horses, with a specific empha-
sis on Tennessee Waking Horses. (“Sound” means not sored.) 

Importance is placed on education regarding the humane care,
training, and treatment of all gaited horses. FOSH will only support
flat shod or barefoot horses, and will never endorse any event that
uses stacks or chains as action devices, nor any mechanical, chem-
ical or artificial means to modify the natural gaits of the horse.  

FOSH focuses on three areas for gaited horses:
1. Educating people on sound training principles

2. Sanctioning sound shows and events
3. Working to end soring

Lifetime Members

Sarah Bushong-Weeks Denver, CO

Julie Church Pagosa Springs, CO

Mary & William Church Pagosa Springs, CO

Jane Howlett Pocatella, ID

Bucky Sparks Cortez, CO

Nancy Sparks Cortez, CO

Laura Wyant Cheshire, OR

Marcy Wadlington Canon City, CO

Leslie Weiler Pagosa Springs, CO

Anonymous Donor

Advertising Rates
Effective January 1, 2008

Member Rate Non-Member Rate

Front Cover $250 $300

Back Cover $200 $250

Full Page $45 $60

Half Page $25 $40

1/4 Page $15 $30

Breeder’s Directory (per yr) $50 $75

Classified Listing $10 $25

ADVERTISEMENT GUIDELINES:
If you need help with your ad please contact Sandy McCart at 859-865-9277. Ads will be accepted in the
following formats: Quark Xpress, .tif, .jpg. Text files can be sent as either .doc or .rtf. Photos should be at
300 dpi. Ads may be sent to Sandy McCart, email: sandymccart@yahoo.com or mailed to 1444 Talmage-
Mayo Rd, Harrodsburg, KY 40330. Templates available upon request. YEARLY RATES NOW AVAILABLE!

All advertisements must be paid in advance by check, money order, credit card. Mail advertising payments
to: FOSH 6614 Clayton Rd #105, St. Louis, MO 63117. Make checks payable to FOSH. For credit card infor-
mation call: 800-651-7993.

The Sound Advocate is published bi-monthly by Friends of Sound Horses, Inc. 6614 Clayton Road #105; St.
Louis, MO 63117. No part of this publication may be reproduced by any mechanical, photographic or elec-
tronic means witout written permission of FOSH. FOSH reserves the right to edit submissions for content,
style, and space. All show results and suspensions lists are printed as they are received from the report-
ing agencies.

POSTMASTER:
Send address corrections to: Friends of Sound Horses, Inc 6614 Clayton Rd #105; St. Louis, MO 63117.

SUBSCRIBERS:
The postal service does not forward magazines. If you move and do not inform us, you will not get your
magazine. Always call the office if you do not receive your magazine. Please send
any change of address to the FOSH office.

SEND YOUR ARTICLES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS TO:
Sandy McCart: sandymccart@yahoo.com
Desirai Schild: desiraischild@yahoo.com
Teresa Bippen: tbippen1957@yahoo.com
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President’s
Korner

Dear FOSH Friends and Supporters:

First, I’d like to thank everyone who worked so
hard toward getting sound, good people to run for
the Tennessee Walking Horse Breeders and
Exhibitors Association board of directors. Many of
you helped with this goal, and we got a number of
good candidates elected. I had the pleasure of
meeting and greeting many of them at the FOSH
Sound Horse Reception that we hosted before the
TWHBEA board meeting. Here’s a glimpse at the
crowded, high-energy reception where folks were
all excited to talk about sound and flat-shod issues:

FOSH Publishes Horse Protection Act
Suspension List on its Public Website

FFriends of Sound Horses (FOSH) is pleased
to announce that it has developed an

Internet  webpage for reporting all current
Horse Protection Act (HPA) suspensions. Under
the United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Horse Protection Operating Plan for
2007-2009 signed in mid 2007 by most of the
horse industry organizations (HIOs) with USDA-
certified inspection programs, all signatories
agreed to provide their “most recent list, or a
combined HIO list, of all new and current HPA
suspensions to the general public by: (a) posting
the list on its public website; (b) publishing the
list in its organizational publication; or (c) sup-
plying the list upon request at the cost of repro-
duction and postage.”

The HPA suspensions can be viewed at the FOSH
website, www.fosh.info/hpalist.htm The suspen-
sions include those imposed by the USDA, and
those current suspensions that have been report-
ed to the USDA by the Operating Plan signatories
from the time the HIO signed the Operating Plan
in mid 2007. In the future, FOSH will update its
website as it receives new suspension lists.. At
this time FOSH is the only Operating Plan signa-
tory to make the combined HIO suspension lists
publicly available on a website. ■

We also worked to find candidates for the TWHBEA
Executive Committee who would be involved in
sound and flat-shod issues.Although we were not
able to get as many elected as we hoped, we are
pleased that Joyce Moyer was elected as Vice
President of Marketing. She’s certainly an accom-
plished, multi-talented lady, and she showed us
some video footage of her all-gaited drill team that
was great to see. We hope that this year’s efforts
will result in even more sound directors and lead-
ership for 2009.

I’m now working on plans for the Sound Horse
Conference. Our goal for this conference is to work
on strategies, research and tactics for bringing an end
to soring. This will be held April 11 & 12, 2008 in
Columbus,Ohio,during the Equine Affaire.FOSH will

also have a booth at the Equine Affaire. If you would
like more information about attending,or if you’d like
to volunteer to work the booth or the conference,
please contact me via email: Lori@Northrup.com.

I know our horses are wooly and wintry, and it’s a
good thing with the weather we’ve been having in
upstate New York.Wishing everyone a great start to
your New Year.

Lori Northrup, President
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Show News
2008 North American Pleasure
Gaited Horse Championships

The 9th Annual
North American

Pleasure Gaited Horse
Championships will
be returning to the
East Coast in 2008.
Mid-Atlantic Sound
Horses, producer of
the Virginia Gaited
Jubilee, will be host-
ing the 3-day event

June 26th through

June 28th at the
Virginia Horse Center in Lexington,Virginia.

The class lineup will include divisions for
Tennessee Walking, Spotted Saddle Horse, Racking,
Mountain Horse, Missouri Foxtrotters, Icelandic
Horses and Tiger Horses. Open Gaited Breed class-
es,Versatility and Dressage will round out the
schedule.

The North American Pleasure Gaited Horse
Championships are a FOSH “AAA” pointed show
and a Rocky Mountain Horse Assoc. (RMHA) “A”
show.

BREAKING NEWS!
The North American will be host to the inaugural
Tiger Horse Association Championship.

For information on sponsorship and advertising
opportunities at the 2008 Championships, please
visit www.gaitedjubilee.com ■

Correction!!
A n error in printing regarding two major

changes to the IJA Rules was made in the
Nov/Dec 2007 issue of the Sound Advocate.
After a one year notice period beginning
January 1, 2007, both changes become effective
January 1, 2008.

Under IJA Rules, two year-old horses may not be
shown under saddle (ridden in any class).Two
year old horses may continue to be shown in
hand in classes such as showmanship, halter,
model, in hand trail and in some instances,
EquiTheater or  Natural Horsemanship if there
is no ridden component to either class.

The maximum toe length, including the shoe,
will be 4.5 inches for all Tennessee Walking
Horses, Spotted Saddle Horses, Racking Horses
and Missouri Fox Trotters.

We apologize for both errors. ■

Minera, Peruvian Paso,
owned by Kathy Haynes;

NAC 2007 Reserve Champion Zootechnical
Reserve Champion Halter mare

Erin Lawson aboard SRF’s
Silver Sundown (RMH) on

the cross country course
during the 2007

3 Phase Event

Jane Howlett, Pocatello,
Idaho, and her Tennessee
Walking Horse gelding,
Dillon, wait in the shade
for their turn on the trail
obstacle course at the
2007 NAC in Castle Rock,
Colorado.

photo by
Desirai Schild

Desirai Schild completes a dressage
test on her Rocky Mountain Horse,

Velvet's Hillbilly Rocky.



FOSH Announces Financial Support for
2008 Sanctioned Shows

Friends of Sound Horses (FOSH) has
announced that financial incentives are avail-

able for groups and clubs that sanction and affili-
ate their gaited horse shows, regular or schooling,
with FOSH during 2008. Funds are now available,
on a “first-come” basis, for shows that hire an
Independent Judges Association (IJA) judge
and/or a FOSH-affiliated Designated Qualified
Person (DQP); pro-
vided that show man-
agement submits a
rebate request form
at the time of sanc-
tioning/affiliation.
For sanctioned
shows that use an IJA
judge, a rebate of $100 is available upon satisfac-
tion of sanctioning and rebate requirements. For
sanctioned shows that use a FOSH DQP and meet
affiliation and rebate requirements, a rebate of
$150 is available. Sanctioned shows that use an
IJA judge, a FOSH DQP and www.horseshow-
time.com (an Internet based show program soft-
ware site) to post show results online, are eligible
for a total rebate of $350.A club/group is eligible
for only two IJA, DQP and bonus rebates during
the 2008 show season, which begins January 1,
2008.

For information on the 2008 FOSH Show
Rebate program or sanctioning a show, please
contact Shows@fosh.info. Information on using a
FOSH DQP is available from Bob Blackwell,
oldcowb476@aol.com. ■
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Show News
FOSH Provides Toll Free Telephone Number for Show
Sanctioning and Event Information!
FOSH has implemented a new toll free telephone number for
clubs, show managers and others interested in hosting an event
or a show that have questions regarding sponsoring, sanctioning
and affiliation. Expert assistance is available to respond to ques-
tions about sponsoring FOSH sound horse events, putting on a
show, FOSH show rebates, applying for FOSH sanctioning and
obtaining FOSH sanctioning forms and paperwork.  Callers will
also be directed on where to go to find a DQP, to hire an IJA
judge, for questions about using the IJA rulebook, etc.  The new
telephone number is: 866-930-SHOW (7469).

Did You Know?

Jar Jar, owner Nya Bates

That one of the benefits of FOSH member-
ship is a complimentary subscription to

Equine Journal magazine?  The Equine
Journal is a packed, informative monthly publi-
cation that includes two gaited horse issues a
year.As a subscriber, the national, primary issue
and a supplement for your region will be
mailed to you each month. The value of an
annual subscription to Equine Journal is $48.
Plus, you receive a free Sale Barn ad (a photo
classified valued at $50.00), a free Classified ad
(valued at $20.00), all totaling over $110 in ben-
efits per person,plus a 10% discount on any dis-
play advertising placed throughout the year.

If you are interested in receiving a free sub-
scription to Equine Journal, please send an
email with your name and mailing address to
Tersa Bippen,who is coordinating the program.
Teresa’s email address is 
tbippen1957@yahoo.com.

Please put “Equine Journal” in the subject line
of your email. ■



Noted gaited horse expert, Barbara Weatherwax, will be writing a new
Sound Advocate column, “Great Gaits” for this and future issues.  

Barbara Weatherwax has been a sound gaited horse enthusiast since
her first gaited horse, a Midnight Sun daughter, in 1947.  She is the
author of three books about gaited horses and is working on a new one
about the purchase, maintenance and winterizing of horses. She has
been an examiner for several breeds including the Mountain Horses,
Racking horses and Tiger horses. As a licensed judge for the Missouri
Fox Trotter. Barbara judged many all-breed gaited horse shows, and is
constantly keen about promoting the gaited breeds and educating
horse lovers to the joys of sound horses wherever she goes.

the one safe place for your horse.
There are as many different

clinics out there as there are cli-
nicians. Once the search for
information begins, it becomes
obvious that the process of gath-
ering knowledge about horses
and horsemanship is limitless! 

Granted that knowing how
to ask for, and then maintain
gait, is a priority for those new
to our gaited horses. But it is no
less important to understand all
we can about our own horse as
a horse. Remember horses are
prey animals. They are ‘hard-
wired’ to realize they could be
something’s dinner. Humans, as
hunters, look at life and survival
in a completely different way. It
can be a lifetime process to
develop communication be-
tween these different prospec-
tives. Ah, but what a joyful
process it can be.

Our Soft-Gaited Horses are so
personable and willing to partic-
ipate with their humans that
they have attracted many folks
new to horses in general.
Answering questions about gait-
ing is complicated when I’m
talking to inexperienced horse-
men. Before gaiting comes
development of one’s horse-
manship instincts.

WHY CLINICS?

W ouldn’t it be nice if we
could read a book and

learn everything there is to
know about horses and horse-
manship? Well, speaking for
myself, I enjoy the experience
of learning something new
every time I am with a horse.
The learning never stops. The
information packet is never
completed. Each horse new to
me, is a whole new story. Last
year, when I went outside my
breed and fell in love with, and
bought a Peruvian Paso mare, I
was never more aware of this
phenomenon. Each horse, as
each human, is its own story.
Since there are no two alike,
there is no method that will
accommodate all of them.

Parents develop their par-
enting as they face the events
of day to day living with their
children. So it is with our hors-
es. Our knowledge is accumu-
lative. There are no short cuts;
there aren’t even any sure ways
to achieve desired results.

I know there are those
“horse trainer icons” out there
who promise recipe-type solu-
tions for “every horse.” For the
most part, they are gifted train-

Great Gaits
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by 
Barbara Weatherwax

ers who could train any horse
with ease. But there is truly no
way they can pass on their
instincts and talent simply for
the price of admission.We each
have to earn that.

So, do I recommend clinics?
Absolutely! There are multiple
reasons to make use of the infor-
mation out there on the clinic
circuit.

You can always learn some-
thing; even if you only decide
the information doesn’t res-
onate with you and your horse.
Pack it away in your mental bag
of tricks for that day when you
might meet the perfect equine
candidate that will respond to
the technique.

The very process of bringing
your horse to a clinic is the first
plus. Being with your horse in a
learning atmosphere gives you a
chance to bond in a special way.
For one or two days, your total
focus is your horse, and you are

Barbara Weatherwax & 
General Jackson



All of these areas are addressed in clinics. Every
one attended will give us one more piece of the
puzzle.The second major plus with this process is
allowing us to watch others with their horses.
Sometimes it’s easier to get the whole perspective
when you aren’t personally involved. For that rea-
son, you might consider attending without your
horse every once in a while.

I personally attend sev-
eral clinics every year. I
find them particularly
helpful when I’m working
with a new horse or
youngster. I dragged my
young stallion to a number
of clinics to primarily
expose him to as many sit-
uations as possible. There
is no way to recreate the
energies and dynamics of a
clinic when you are work-
ing in the quiet safety of

your own back yard – or that of a familiar stable.
Liz Graves is one of my very favorite clinicians.

I have had the pleasure of attending a number of
her clinics. It’s always fun to “show her what my
horse and I have been working on.” But I don’t
limit myself to attending only clinics where I
know I will be in full agreement with the teacher.
Sometimes my most important lessons come from
someone on an entirely different page.
Developing our skills should become the very fab-
ric of our horse keeping life. Enjoy the process!
And HAPPY GAITING! ■

continued on page <None>Sound Advocate page 7

DQP Clinic Mar 14-15, 2008
The Kentucky Equestrian Center in Winchester, KY
will host a United Horse Protection DQP Clinic on
March 14-15,2008.Everyone over the age of 21 who
has an interest in becoming a DQP or learning more
about the program is invited to attend this two day
clinic.There will be classroom work as well as live
demonstrations. Doug Barlow will head up the
teaching and demos as he presents the new rules
for 2008 as well as a review of the 2007 rules. cost:
$25. Registration deadline is March 10th. For more
details, call 859-842-0270 or email: bruce@united-
mountainhorse.org ■

Judges Clinic Feb 22-23, 2008
United Mountain Horse, Inc will be conducting
their annual Judges Clinic February 22-23, 2008 at
the Miller Tennessee Science Bldg in
Murfreesboro,TN. For clinic reservations, contact
the UMH office at 859-842-0270. Charge for
judges and judging applicants $25; auditor’s fee
$50. Judge applicants need not be previously
licensed in a gaited horse discipline, but should
be familiar with the gaited horses. ■

WHY CLINICS? (continued) Upcoming UMH Clinics

FOSH Director of Judging, Dianne
Little conducting a clinic in 2006

BBaarrbbaarraa  aanndd
GGeenneerraall    JJaacckkssoonn

FOSH Announces
Free Video Evaluation

FOSH is pleased to announce that a free video evalua-
tion service will again be provided to owners of gaited
horses in 2008. 

For those owners interested in participating, a licensed
Independent Judge’s Association judge will privately
view the video and give feedback to help identify your
horses’ gaits and guide you about divisional standards
at FOSH shows or shows using the FOSH/IJA Rulebook.   

How does the program work? Participants should visit
the FOSH website to obtain details and a form to sub-
mit with their video.  The free video evaluation is avail-
able for all gaited horse owners and not just FOSH
members.www.BarbaraWeatherwax.com • www.GreatGaits.com

www.TheFabulousFloatingHorses.com
softgaits@wildblue.net



Two new members
were elected to the

FOSH Executive Advisory
Committee in November:
Desirai Schild and Karen
Clark.

Desirai Schild began rid-
ing and loving horses before
she could walk. One of her most treasured photos
is as a toddler, riding in front of her father in the
saddle.

Her parents and close relatives all raised cattle
in Idaho and Utah, using Morgans and Quarter
Horses to work the herds. Many family members
are nationally successful in rodeo, as are the rela-
tives of her husband, Ron.

Ron and Desirai followed the family love of
horses, but took a different turn, preferring the
soft-gaited breeds.They live on a 30 acre farm in
Southeast Idaho.The Schilds bred old time gaited
mountain horses for a decade before deciding to
find loving homes for existing horses instead.

Desirai is the proud co-owner of General
Jackson, the first horse ever registered by the
Kentucky Mountain Saddle Horse Assn.The Schilds
have several gaited mountain horses, a couple
Foxtrotters, a Tennessee Walking Horse and a gait-
ed pony.

Desirai worked as a reporter for daily newspa-
pers for more than 20 years before deciding to
write from her home.She now does a monthly col-
umn on horse care for the Capital Press, as well as
numerous agriculturally-related stories. She also
writes regular articles for Farm and Ranch
Magazine and the Post Register Newspaper.

The Schilds have been active members in both
local and national humane animal organizations.
They promote sounds horses by presenting them
in shows, cattle work competitions, dressage and
general trail riding. ■

Desirai & Ron Schild
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FOSH Welcomes New EAC Members

Born in San
F r a n c i s c o ,

Karen Clark moved to
Oregon in 1945 where
she began to study the
essentials of life; walk-
ing, talking, and nurtur-
ing a love of horses.
Nineteen years later she found herself with a
degree in education and no particular interest in
returning to the classroom. Embarking on a multi-
faceted career, and the never-ending struggle to fig-
ure out what to do when she grew up, Karen has
taught classes from elementary school through
Community College, worked as an artist in various
mediums, kept bees, raised and trained Tennessee
Walking Horses, acted and directed in Community
Theater, and assisted aged adults through a case
management position with the State.

One passion that has stayed with Karen throughout
her life is the desire to express her thoughts and
beliefs through the written word. Her articles have
appeared in magazines and newspapers and in her
equine column written for The Hood River News.
Through the years, she has hoped to make some
contribution to the battle to end the suffering of
the sore Tennessee Walking Horse.After a trip to the
2006 Celebration to research her second novel,one
that would address abuse in the industry, she decid-
ed to set a slightly different literary course. The
result is the nonfiction exposé, Making the Gait;
Abuse and Corruption in the Tennessee Walking
Horse Industry. Making the Gait is a compilation
of true stories told by remarkable and courageous
people closely associated with the crusade to end
abuse.Watch for its publication in 2008. ■

Karen Clark



New on the “Net”
The Missouri Equine Council published at their
website a great article on the demographics of
the horse market and how to respond to the
ongoing trends. To read the article, visit:
www.corralonline.com/articles/
article060406190644.htm

Website Update
One topic of discussion during our annual Board
of Directors’ meeting was that our website
Calendar of Shows and Events listed only those
that were sanctioned or affiliated with FOSH.
One drawback for our members is that there are
other sound shows and events using the IJA
Rulebook and/or an IJA judge that are not FOSH
sanctioned nor affiliated. As a result, an addition-
al page will soon be added to the website to pro-
vide information on these sound, non-FOSH sanc-
tioned and affiliated shows and events,which will
provide more opportunities for our members to
exhibit and meet each other.
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1. FOSH is on the front lines in the
battle to end soring of gaited
horses. 

2. Independent Judge’s Association
Licensing program with expert,
licensed gaited horse judges. 

3. Licensed Designated Qualified
Persons (DQPs) to inspect horses
at your shows. 

4. Members receive The Sound
Advocate—a bimonthly newsletter
with gaited horse training tips,
show information and up to date
information on enforcement of
the Horse Protection Act. 

5. Free Video Evaluation of your
gaited horse. 

6. Financial incentives for FOSH
sanctioned and affiliated shows. 

7. Seed money available for putting
on a sound gaited horse clinic
with a FOSH approved clinician. 

8. Financial support for clubs pro-
moting FOSH and sound, gaited
horses at equine expos. 

9. Membership is tax deductible. 

10.Complimentary subscription to
Equine Journal!



Youth News
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FOSH Announces $1,500 in Prizes for Tennessee &
Kentucky 2008 Youth Natural Horsemanship Contest

Friends of Sound Horses (FOSH) is pleased to announce
that it will award $500 each to three finalists in its sec-

ond annual Natural Horsemanship Challenge.To be eligible,
youths between the ages of 8 and 18 residing in Tennessee or
Kentucky must show off their natural horsemanship skills
with their Tennessee Walking Horse.

There were three winners of the Youth Natural
Horsemanship Contest in 2007: Marshall Cameron of
Cookeville, TN, Holly Wells of Smiths Grove, KY and Katie
Luttrell of Smiths Grove,KY.FOSH is interested in demonstra-
tions of how Tennessee Walking Horses can excel with natu-
ral horsemanship techniques.Youths are encouraged to use
their creativity to highlight their horse’s special talent or
skill—something unique, humorous or imaginative that was
developed using natural horsemanship.

To enter the challenge, interested contestants must sub-
mit a completed FOSH application form and a DVD, video or
1,000 word essay and photos demonstrating their natural
horsemanship expertise with their Tennessee Walking Horse.
Examples might include riding at the running walk with only
a rope halter, dancing to music with a horse or teaching a
horse a trick or pattern.

To be eligible, horses must be light-shod or barefoot, and
participants must be between the ages of 8 and 18 as of June
30, 2008. Previous winners are not eligible. The postmark
deadline for submissions is June 30, 2008.A free motivational
DVD with examples of natural horsemanship training and a
listing of over 100 natural horsemanship clinicians is avail-
able from FOSH by emailing contest@fosh.info.

FOSH is a national leader in the promotion of natural,
sound gaited horses and in the fight against abuse and soring
of Tennessee Walking Horses. For more information about
FOSH, to become a member or obtain a contest application
form, please visit www.fosh.info or call 800-651-7993. ■

The sketches above are a preview from the FOSH
Coloring Book that will be published later in 2008.

USDA Thermography

Training
Thermography could be the answer to detecting all types
of soring and pressure shoeing in horses because it
detects heat, which is an indication of inflammation.
Although thermography has been around for decades, it is
now less expensive, less cumbersome, more user friendly
and computerized.

That’s the conclusion Bob Blackwell, FOSH VP for
DQP Inspection Program, reached after attending a one-
day USDA thermal imaging session in Shelbyville,TN. On
December 13. FOSH members Keith Dane and Don Moses
(DQP) also attended.

There were about 70 people attending. They came
from such organizations as FOSH, USDA, NWHA, HPC,
MFTHBA,WHTA and WHOA, Blackwell said.

“People there had a good attitude,” Blackwell said.“I’d
love to see this technology used here like it is in Europe
for hunter jumpers. It identifies any clinical signs of
inflammation and would immediately tell if a horse had
inflammation indicative of soring or pressure shoeing.”

Blackwell said approximately 15 Tennessee Walking
Horses were used for the sessions. Some were plantation
shod,some flat shod,some with stacks and chains and one
keg shod. The horses were thermographed cold by two
cameras at Station 1, Blackwell said. The horses going
through Station 2 were examined as they would be in a
complete DQP/VMO show type inspection.They all were
worked for about 10 minutes and then went back through
Stations 1 and 2. The horses were cooled down for two
hours, sent back through the stations and x-rayed on all
four feet.

The horses and owners were not identified by name.
Each was given a number instead. The handlers were
asked to give an anonymous list of everything that had
been done to the horses’ legs and feet. They also were
asked when it had been done.

Images are used to map heat with white as the
hottest, and black as the coldest. Blackwell said such
machines would make it incredibly easy to identify any
type of pain. “No one was given any of the results or find-
ings at the clinic, however we did get to look over their
shoulders and saw the images,” Blackwell said. “I got to
play with a $20,000 hand held thermal camera that
belonged to the USDA. It was neat. I want one!”

“We need the USDA to use this technology in their
inspections this coming season,” Blackwell said.“It might
take a huge letter-writing campaign to get it done. But, it
would be worth it.”



FOSH Sound Horse Conference
April 11-12
Hilton Garden Inn; Columbus, Ohio

COLUMBUS, OHIO—FOSH will host a Sound
Horse Conference April 11-12 offering a variety of
experts and information related to the promotion
of natural, pain free horses in every aspect of the
gaited equine spectrum.bringing an end to soring,
the cruel and illegal training process used for some
gaited show horses, especially Tennessee Walkers.

Representatives from a variety of gaited breed
organizations will be invited to hear the latest
share and discuss the latest plans, and technolo-
gies and strategiestechniques for identifying and
preventing soring and encouraging soundness in
show, trail and pleasure horses. In addition to
FOSH, the Conference is being sponsored by the
American Horse Protection Association, the
American Association of Equine Practitioneers,
Friends of Sound Horses, the Humane Society of
the United States, and the Tennessee Walking
Horse Breeders and Exhibitors Association.

The event will be held at the same time as the
annual Equine Affaire, so participants can also
enjoy this horse trade show.

The format for the conference will feature
discussion groups and/or panels with active audi-
ence interaction.Sessions 1-4 will be held April 11.
Session 5-9 will be held April 12. Honored guests
will be treated. All participants will be invited to
attend the Fantasia horse extravaganza perform-
ance at the Equine Affaire April 11. The tentative
schedule at this time includes:

“The Best of the Best” will encourage, honor
and acknowledge trainers who present sound walk-
ing horses. They will discuss natural training tech-
niques and offer information on sound training.

Another segment will offer discussion on the
challenges to compliance and enforcement of the
Horse Protection Act.Proposed panelists are repre-
sentatives from the USDA, DQPs and others who
commonly see violations.

FOSH  to Sponsor Sound Horse Conference

Another panel will offer discussion on the use
of technology to help enforce the Horse Protection
Act.

Techniques addressed will include thermogra-
phy, the Algometer, digital radiology, drug testing
and technology to help identify blinding drops in
horses’ eyes.

A discussion on proposed research to help end
soring also will be featured. Some of the topics will
include research on stacks, chains and pads, Utah
gait research, and preliminary initiatives from the
AAEP TWHvarious task forces, and Dr. Tracy
Turner’s paper on TWH.

Pressure shoeing is a topic of interest to all gait-
ed breeds. It has been agreed that pressure shoeing
is a painful and prevalent method used in variou-
son gaited breeds on show horses.This panel will
discuss means of positive detection of detecting
pressure shoeing in an effort to eliminate it.

“How to Keep Soring from Happening in Your
Breed” is another topic of interest to all gaited
horse supporters. Representatives from various
gaited breeds will share ideas on how to identify
soring and to prevent or remove it before it takes
hold in various show circuits.

Barriers to communication and information
sharing will be identified and discussed to help pro-
mote full enforcement of the Horse Protection Act.

Another segment will address how best to
inform and educate youth about humane training
practices.

Making a difference is another topic for discus-
sion. Although soring has been illegal since 1970,
there are still hundreds of annual suspensions for
soring. Panelists will discuss strategies that would
be most effective to prevent soring.This segment
will summarize and prioritize all discussion held
throughout the conference.

The final agenda and panel topics will be made
available in the near future.To be included on the
mailing list for more information and mailings,
please email Data@FOSH.info or call 800-651-7993.
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Sound Advocate page 12

FOR IMMEDIATE
RELEASE

NOTABLE GUEST JUDGES:
Lynn Palm and Scot Hansen

STAR CLINICIANS:
Matt McLaughlin, Julie

Goodnight
and Liz Graves

CALLING ALL WESTERN

RIDERS, ENGLISH RIDERS,
ENDURANCE RIDERS, AND

GAITED HORSE RIDERS...

Come to the PA Horse
World Expo February 21 -

24,2008 to compete for a once
in a lifetime opportunity to
team up with Matt, Julie or Liz!

Have a blast this winter with
Bob & Suzanne’s Wind Rider
Equestrian Challenge™ at the
PA Horse World Expo.Ride like
the wind to ride with the
stars! The hottest new cross
disciplinary competition in
the US!

Liz Graves works with Koscot's Midnight
Princess,

owned by Linda Bean of Sandy, Utah
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Bob & Suzanne’s Wind Rider Equestrian
Challenge™  will be presented by  Bob Jeffreys
& Suzanne Sheppard at the Pennsylvania Horse
World Expo on February 21 -24, 2008.The Wind
Rider Challenge offers a unique, fun-filled oppor-
tunity for riders 18 years or older from all disci-
plines to compete for the chance to ride with
one of these star clinicians: Matt McLaughlin,
Julie Goodnight, or Elizabeth Graves! Top point
earners win fabulous prizes and trophies for the
Wind Rider Champion, Wind Rider Reserve
Champion, and theWind Rider Runner Up!

The cross disciplinary course will consist of a
pattern including some of the following ele-
ments: circles cantered on the correct lead with
speed control (or circles in gait with speed con-
trol for gaited breeds), a 2 foot jump, trotting or
gaiting while balancing an object in one hand,
backing through and around barrels, sidepassing,
ground poles,balanced halts, turn on the haunch-
es or turnarounds, leg yielding, open/close a
gate, and a ring joust. If you and your horse can
perform the above maneuvers and want to show
off your teamwork in front of an audience, then
you’d be great candidates to participate!

The competition begins on Friday February 22,
and ends on Sunday February 24.Western riders,
dressage riders,hunter/jumpers, trail riders,natu-
ral horsemen,and gaited horse riders are all invit-
ed to compete individually with their horses on
this timed cross disciplinary course. Our notable
guest judges will award points on each challenge
according to accuracy, horse’s attitude, good
horsemanship, and equitation. The three top
scoring participants will draw straws to pair up
with Matt, Julie or Liz and ride as teams for the
title of Wind Rider Champion in the final rounds.
The finals, which will include a new challenge
course and a 2-5 minute freestyle by each team,
may be videotaped and broadcast on the internet
worldwide… so don’t miss your chance to ride
with the stars!

IT’S EASY TO APPLY!
Go to TwoasOneHorsemanship.com for event
info and entry applications.The entry fee is only
$225, and spots are very limited! Bob &
Suzanne’s Wind Rider Equestrian Challenge™ is
open to all riders 18 years of age or older and
horses of all breeds.

For information about the PA Horse World Expo
visit www.HorseWorldExpo.com. Hurry —
entry applications are due by February 1, 2008.
For info go to TwoasOneHorsemanship.com or
call 845-692-7478…do it today! 

GRAND PRIZE: a free custom made saddle by
Master Saddle Maker David Genadek,
About the Horse, Inc, and Tree by Anatotree Ltd

FIRST PRIZE: a $1000 shopping spree from
Orthoflex Saddleworks

SECOND PRIZE: a $250 shopping spree from
Professionals Choice

Each accepted participant will receive a free
DVD,“About Saddle Fit,” courtesy of Dave
Genadek — a $30 value!

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Suzanne Sheppard
Two as One Horsemanship
Tel: (845) 692-7478
Email: Suz@TwoasOneHorsemanship.com
Fax (845) 692-8706

Continued

An incentive has been added to encourage

FOSH members to participate in this unique

event. The FOSH member who places in the top

three will be given a free article and picture in

the Sound Advocate. They also will get a hand-

made set of beaded bridle conchos in the colors

of their choice!

LATE BREAKING ANNOUNCEMENT!



Booth hosted by: FOSH, National Plantation Walking Horse
Assoc. (NPWHA) and Plantation Walking Horse Assoc.
(PWHA) of California
Contact: Julie Tarnawski
Email: Julie_t@earthlink.net

February
Kansas Equifest
February 29, March 1 & 2, 2008
Location: Kansas Coliseum, Wichita, KS
Contact: Jana Babusczak
Email: jlb0410@yahoo.com

March
Carousel Charity Horse Show (AA)
March 13–16, 2008
Location: WestWorld of Scottsdale, Scottsdale, AZ
IJA Judge:TBA
Classes for:Tennessee Walking Horses, Paso Finos,
American Saddlebreds, Arabian Horses
Contact: Lenard Davenport, 417-864-5310
Email: lendavenport@prodigy.net
Website: www.carouselhorseshow.com

NPWHA Versatility and Fun Show
(Formerly Hairy Horse Show)
March 29, 2008
Location: Farms of Tadae, Winchester, CA
Hosted by: National Plantation Walking Horse Association
Contact: Mike and Jeanie Downer
Email: mchldwnr11@aol.com

April
Sound Horse Conference
April 11 & 12, 2008
Location: Hilton Garden Inn Columbus Airport, Columbus, OH
Email: data@fosh.info

Monterey Springfest Horse Show
April 16 – 19
Location: Monterey County Fairgrounds, Monterey, CA
Contact:TBA

January
Trails Extravaganza
January 19, 2008, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Hosted by:The Back Country Horsemen of Utah
Location: Davis County Legacy Center, Layton, UT
Contact: Desirai Schild
Phone: 208-237-6413
Email: desiraischild@yahoo.com

B.L.E.S.S. Your Walking Horse Clinic
January 19 & 20, 2008 (Auditors Welcome)
Clinicians: Bucky and Nancy Sparks
Location: Miller Ranch, Phoenix, AZ
Address: 1226 North Vista Rd, Apache Junction, AZ  85219
Contact: Andrea Ohnstad
Phone: 602-686-3376
Email: katphoti@silverphoenixranch.com

Missouri Equine Celebration
January 25 & 26, 2008
Location: Mid-Way Exposition Center, Columbia, MO
Booth & Demos hosted by: Gaitway Walking Horse Assoc. (GWHA)
Contact: Gina Brinkerhoff
Email: gbrinkerhoff@prodigy.net

USDA & HIO Horse Protection
VMO and DQP Training  
January 26, 2008
Location: Shelbyville,TN
Contact: Bob Blackwell
Phone: 417-473-6574
Email: oldcowb476@aol.com

Alabama Horse Fair
January 26 & 27, 2008
Location: Garrett Coliseum, Montgomery, AL
Booth hosted by: Sound Horse Supporters and FOSH
Contact: Jim Russell
Email: equus303@yahoo.com

Equine Affaire
January 31 - February 1-3, 2008
Location: Fairplex, Pomona, CA
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2008 FOSH Sanctioned/Affiliated* Shows & Events
*“Sanctioned”  A show which uses the FOSH guiding principles regarding humane exhibiting of gaited horses. “Affiliated”  A show or event which uses
FOSH DQPs for inspection. Listing includes equine expos and events where FOSH and sound horse supporters will be distributing sound horse
literature.The shows and events below are those that have been reported to FOSH to be sound and to embrace the FOSH Principles of Sound Horsemanship.
Many of the shows listed below use a FOSH IJA judge and/or the FOSH IJA Rulebook, yet the show has not applied for FOSH sanctioning nor applied to use a
FOSH DQP. Some shows may use rules more restrictive than FOSH.



FOSH Membership Application and Order FormFOSH Membership Application and Order Form
(All annual memberships include bi-monthly issue of the Sound Advocate and an Educational Packet)

(check one)

FOSH Individual Membership    ❑ $ 30 Organization Membership  (For your Gaited Horse Club or Association) ❑ $50 
(Please Print Neatly)
Name:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Address:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _City:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _State:  _ _ _ _Zip Code:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Phone:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _E-mail: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Breed(s) of Horse(s):  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Additional Donations: ❑ $20 ❑ $30 ❑ $40 ❑ $50 ❑ Patron $100 ❑ Benefactor $300 ❑ Life $500

Patrons, Benefactors, and Life members receive a one year subscription to The Gaited Horse magazine.

Available Merchandise

FOSH Standards Video
—America’s Walking Horse, Poetry in Motion—

First tape/DVD for FOSH members:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _$10 ea

Additional tapes/DVDs:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _$20 ea

FOSH Full-color poster  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _$10 ea

2008 Independent Judges Assoc. Rulebook  _ _ _ _$10 ea

*All prices include shipping*

Total Enclosed: $_________Payment by check or credit card
(please make checks payable to FOSH in US funds)

Card #___________________________________________

Expiration date___________________

Credit Card authorized signature

________________________________________________

Send your payment to: FOSH 6614 #105; St. Louis, MO 63117
FOSH is a charitable, not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization SA V8 I 2008
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2008 Events (continued)

Second Annual Three Phase Event
April 19 & 20, 2008
Location:The Kentucky Equestrian Center, Winchester, KY
Contact: Margo Kirn
Email: info@threephaseevent.com
Website: www.threephaseevent.com

B.L.E.S.S. Your Walking Horse Clinic
April 26 & 27, 2008 (Auditors Welcome)
Clinicians: Bucky and Nancy Sparks
Location: C & M Stables, Pocatello, ID
Contact: Jane Howlett
Phone: 208-235-1879
Email: jhowlett@ida.net

May
NPWHA Spring Fling Horse Show
May 2-4, 2008
Location: Pomona Fairgrounds, Pomona, CA
Hosted by: National Plantation Walking Horse Association
Contact: Mike & Jeanie Downer
Email: mchldwnr11@aol.com

PWHA All Amateur & Junior to Ride
Horse Show
May 25, 2008
Location:VPR, Little Gopher Cyn. Fallbrook, CA
Hosted by: Plantation Walking Horse Association
Contact: Sandi & Mel Grossman
Email: sgross5603@aol.com

June
PWHA Surf & Sun Horse Show
June 20-22, 2008
Location: Del Mar Horse Park
Hosted by: Plantation Walking Horse Association
Contact: Sandi & Mel Grossman
Email: sgross5603@aol.com

North American Pleasure Gaited
Horse Championships (AAA)
June 26-28, 2008
Location:Virginia Horse Center, Lexington,VA
Hosted by:Virginia Gaited Jubilee
IJA Judges:TBA
Classes for: Divisions for TWH, SSH, RMH, Open Gaited
Website: www.gaitedjubilee.com
Email: info@gaitedjubilee.com



Friends of Sound Horses, Inc
6614 Clayton Road #105; St. Louis, MO 63117
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