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“…If  we see cruelty or 
wrong that we have the 
power to  stop and do 
nothing,  we make 
ourselves  sharers  in the 
gui lt . “ 

Anna Sewell in  Black Beauty 

%

GH-5%C-//(%0(B*%

0*(,/I%/-%:-%8*B&'<%%

EJAK%=,-B*:%C(&/*:%

0-,'*'%(3:%/0*&,%

,&:*,'%0(B*%&/%&3%
(+53:(32*%%

 

24

 

10 

1

Above: This is what it’s all about! A small boy hugs a large 
cross-bred walking horse used as a mounted police horse 

during this St. Louis event that led the nation in number of 
rides given to members of the community. 
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By Gina Vehige 

This year the GaitWay Horse Association (GWHA, 
Inc.) of Missouri was approached by a board 
member of the St. Louis National Charity Horse 
Show (SLNCHS)                     continued on page 6   



 

 
2 

November/December 2017 Sound Advocate 

 80*%!"#$%7&''&-3%#/(/*)*3/%

%

To promote all “sound”, naturally 
gaited horses, with a specific 
emphasis on Tennessee Walking 
Horses. (In this context, sound means 
not “sored”.)   

Importance is placed on education, 
regarding the humane care for the 
emotional, mental and physical well-
being, training, and treatment of all 
gaited horses.  

FOSH will only support flat shod or 
barefoot horses, and will never 
endorse any event that uses stacks 
and/or chains as action devices, or 
any mechanical, chemical, or artificial 
means to modify the natural gaits of 
the horse.  

 

FOSH focuses on three areas for 
gaited horses: 

1). educating people about sound 
horse training principles 

2). supporting sound shows, events 
and activities 

3). working to end soring.  

 

FOSH is a 501(c) (3) non-profit 
organization. All donations are tax 

deductible to the extent permitted by 
law.  Your donation to support the 

FOSH mission is needed to advance the 
goals set forth by FOSH in conjunction 

with its formal mission statement. 
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Publication Information  
Subscribers:  The Sound Advocate is a benefit of membership. To ensure that 
you receive your issues, be sure that your e-mail address is current. To change 
an e-mail address contact dunhamanita@gmail.com  
 
Submission of Articles, Calendar Dates, News and Photos:  Send to 
tbippen1957@yahoo.com Information must be received as a WORD document. 
Photos may not be embedded in text and must be submitted as jpeg format, 
minimum of 300 dpi. The deadline for each issue is the 15th of the preceding   
month when the issue is to be released. Submissions will not be accepted after 
the deadline but may be carried over to another issue. Submissions will not be 
returned to the submitter. 
 
Advertising: All ad payments must be made out to FOSH and mailed to 6614 
Clayton Rd. #105, St. Louis, MO 63117. All advertisements must be paid in 
advance by check, money order, or credit card. Advertising rate discounts are 
available. See the Rate Card in this issue.  
 
Ads will be accepted in pdf or jpeg formats. Text will only be accepted in WORD. 
Microsoft WORD documents with photos embedded in the text will not be 
accepted. Photos must be e-mailed separately at 300 dpi. Camera-ready ads are 
e-mailed at 300 dpi.  
 

Since 1998, FOSH has been the 
only national organization 

dedicated to the promotion of the 
sound gaited horse, emotionally, 
mentally, and physically; to fair 

competit ion; to humane 
treatment, training,  and 

education, regardless  of gaited 
breed or discipline. 

Publication Guidelines 

The Sound Advocate is a digital publication 
published bi-monthly by Friends of Sound 

Horses, Inc.  Reproduction of any article is 
prohibited without the express written 

permission of FOSH.  

FOSH accepts unsolicited submissions but 
reserves the right to edit any and all 

submissions for content, style and space 
constraints.  FOSH further reserves the 

right to refuse advertising for any reason.  

At no time shall the publisher’s liability 
exceed the total cost of the revenue from 
advertising in the issue involved in any 

dispute.  

All show suspensions and show results are 
printed as they are received from the 

reporting agencies. FOSH does not 
guarantee their accuracy. 

FOSH does not endorse the content of any 
advertisement in this publication, nor does 

it warrant the accuracy of any 
advertisement. Readers are urged and 
cautioned to use due diligence and to 

thoroughly research, including asking for 
references, before following through with 

any transaction.  

FOSH does not endorse any trainer, 
educator, clinician, style of natural 

training, tack or horse equipment to the 
exclusion or preference of any other. Each 

horse is an individual and may respond 
differently to particular methods.  

Articles published by FOSH reflect the 
views and opinions of the writers and do 
not reflect, necessarily, those of FOSH.  
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Dear FOSH Friends, 

Are you ready for the end of the year?  For FOSH, 2017 has been bittersweet.  The 
year began with the new Administration withdrawing vital Horse Protection Act 
regulations,  which were widely supported by animal and horse lovers across the entire 
U.S. and the world.  It was truly disheartening for all of us.  On the other hand, we are 
happy the PAST Act was reintroduced in the House and has gained a considerable 
number of cosponsors.  We also appreciate that the Horse Protection Act existing rules 
have not taken a step backwards at the USDA.  With regulations being withdrawn and 
repealed at other federal agencies, we realize that things could be worse.  We 
recognize that moving the PAST Act forward is challenging;  there are so many issues 
needing legislative attention and animal welfare organizations are  focusing on disaster 
relief in several areas of the country due to hurricanes and wildfires.  It is critical, 
though, to continue  to educate the public about soring so that when the time is ripe, 
we have many Sound Horse Warriors jumping to the ready to contact Congress. 

2

2017, however, did  provide  a positive impetus for switching and changing things around from traditional horse 
showing.  We recently joined North American Western Dressage (NAWD) to cosponsor Festival For the Horse—an 
all new venue that provided an opportunity to learn different disciplines, advance riding skills, make new friends,  
and promote the talent and abilities of gaited horses.  FOSH Board members Dianne Little and Alece Ellis worked 
tirelessly for almost a week in Mora, Missouri, to ensure that attendees were welcomed and educated on 
advanced humane training techniques.  Keep reading to learn even more about this novel undertaking. 

FOSH was a first time cosponsor of an American Horse Council's Time to Ride event in September.  The sound 
Missouri club, GaitWay Horse Association, undertook the initiative and the St. Louis National Charity Horse Show 
also provided support.  A full write-up and photos of some very happy, first-time riders are in this issue.  Two 
new competitive events are still upcoming in the West and both are made possible because of grants from the 
HSUS program, "Now That's a Walking Horse."  We look forward to hearing the feedback about these innovative 
combination showing and clinic happenings.   

Thanks, also,   to the writers who took the time to produce  the great articles   submitted for this issue so that 
all of us could experience  not only   the cool sound horse events  that have taken place over these past two 
months but also  keep up with rescue work.  Many thanks as well  to the photographers who brought us pictures 
that “tell” the story just by looking at their shots.  We hope you feel inspired to organize, sponsor, or attend 
sound horse events in the future. Keep up with things in  our Calendar of Events.   

We learned in September of the sad sudden passing of Rocco ("Mac") MacAllister, husband to our FOSH Executive 
Advisory Committee member Maggie MacAllister.  Maggie and Mac never wavered in their support of sound horses, 
and all of us remember many years' of wonderful shows that they organized in Virginia.  The FOSH family sends 
its condolences to Maggie and her family. In October, we learned of the passing of Sharon Loomis Corr, one of 
the earliest proponents of naturally gaited horses who worked tirelessly , not only in upstate New York, but 
throughout the country to make a difference.  Read Remembering Sharon in  this issue ; condolences are 
extended to her surviving family  members  and to her many friends in the horse world.   

As cooler and,  in some cases, very cold weather comes drifting through, we hope you keep your eyes open for 
activities that can be safely enjoyed.  Better yet, I hope you send me an email tbippen1957@yahoo.com about 
activities that have been winners for you and your horse when it is too cold, wet, or windy to comfortably ride. 

Lastly, Happy Holidays and Happy New Year's!   Teresa 
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Defendants Howard Hamilton and Patrick Thomas have 
appealed a Decision and Order rendered in their federal 
HPA case filed  on September 23, 2013. HPA Dockets 
#12-0365 and 13-0366 took almost four years to wind 
their  way through  formal proceedings. The defendants 
filed an appeal to the ALJ’s June decision in July 2017. 
As a result they continued to show horses during the 
2017 Celebration and were prominently featured in full-
page color advertisements trumpeting wins at the 
annual show held in Shelbyville, Tennessee.  Thomas 
was named the 2017 WHTA Pleasure Horse Trainer of 
the Year during a Celebration center ring ceremony.  

While the appeal is pending, both men will be able to 
continue to show, train and exhibit horses.  For 
complete information about the original Decision and 
Order and the resultant suspension and financial 
penalties awarded by the ALJ in the case, please see the 
September/October 2017 issue of Sound Advocate. %%

In Memory: Rocco Peter MacAllister 
December 14,1938-September 4, 2017 

 

Rocco Peter MacAllister, 78, the husband of Maggie 
MacAllister, a long time supporter of FOSH who sits 
on the Executive Advisory Board, has passed away. He 
died unexpectedly at his home near Staunton, Virginia. 

He is survived by his wife, Maggie; a brother, Jim, and 
his wife, Janice; a son, Tom, and his wife, Dipali; a 
daughter, Suzanne; granddaughters, Rebecca and 
Sarah, and her husband, Louis; great-grandsons, Elijah 
and Gabriel; and his best friend, Richard Sullivan. 

A retired Major in the US Air Force, Mr. MacAllister 
was a 1963 graduate of the US Military Academy at 
West Point. He retired from military service in 1982 
and moved with his family to Staunton. After moving, 
he taught mathematics at Wilson Memorial and Fort 
Defiance High Schools for 20 years, retiring in 2004. 
He also worked as a tax preparer for H&R Block from 
1998 through 2015. He loved to garden and play with 
all the cats that came and went over the years. 

He and Maggie moved to Staunton to pursue their 
dream of living on a farm and raising horses. They 
were active for many years in the Tennessee Walking 
Horse community, raising many foals and putting on an 
annual flat shod show that drew participants to the area 
from around the country.  

The MacAllisters have been members of Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church since moving to Staunton. It is 
suggested those desiring make memorial contributions 
to the Emmanuel Episcopal Church, 300 West 
Frederick Street, Staunton, Virginia 24401. 

Condolences may be expressed to the family online at 
www.coffmanfuneralhome.net. ## 

Special Thanks to the Sponsors who helped 
make the Festival for the Horse a success 

in its first year: 

Gold Sponsors—Dream Big Hidez 
(buyhidez.com), MYLER/TOKLAT 
(toklat.com) and White Horse Trading 
Post (whitehorsetradingpost.weebly.com) 

 Silver Sponsors—Nicole Smith, 
authorized HAY CHIX dealer 
(onenikki76@gmail.com), MFA Equine 
(mfa-inc.com) and Ay Chiwawa Mexican 
Café (myaychiwawa.com)  

Bronze Sponsor—MaryAnn Ensz Bell, 
MAE BE Quarter Horses 
(maeberanch.com) 
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about putting on a “walking horse show” at 
their prestigious annual event.  I remember 
approaching this organization many years 
ago, right after I got involved with walking 
horses, and being given a polite but firm 
“no” as to involving the sound gaited horse.   

As I’ve come to learn, the SLNCHS still had 
a bad taste in its mouth from the “big lick” 
walking horses of years past and 
remembered the USEF’s decision not to 
recognize walking horse shows because of 
the abuse.   

Fortunately, through the involvement of 
several sound horse supporters with the 
Missouri Horse Shows Association 
(MHSA), more and more people are 
recognizing that not all walking horse 
owners sore their horses or support 
the “big lick”, and that there is such 
a thing as a “sound horse” show.   

Although deeply flattered, the board 
of GWHA did not feel that we 
could put on a quality smooth gaited 
horse show in the few months we 
had to prepare.  At about the same 
time, Teresa Bippen, president of 
FOSH, shared information from the 
American Horse Council (AHC) 
about their “Time to Ride®” (TTR) 
events being held throughout the 
country.  

 The TTR events are designed to introduce 
people to horses, in hopes of promoting the 
equine industry.  The American Horse 
Council Marketing Alliance has many 
supporting organizations and businesses, 
including FOSH, American Association of 
Equine Practitioners, American Quarter 
Horse Association, Merck, Zoetis, Purina, 
and others.  Boarding facilities, lesson 
providers, breed associations, as well as 
equine related industries, all benefit from 
introducing more people to equestrian 
sports.   

Like all equine events, the SLNCHS has 
experienced up’s and down’s in 
participation, and also struggled to figure out 
how to involve more people in their events 
as participants, spectators, and sponsors.  
When I approached the SLNCHS board 
about doing a TTR event in lieu of another 

3

horse show as part of their larger event this year, most board 
members were very excited.  A few were skeptical.  How could we 
pull this off?  What was the liability?  Who would volunteer to 
help, as they need all the volunteers they can get to pull off their 
three weeks of shows for hunter jumpers and saddle horses?  Have 
you ever done this before?  Well, to the latter, we could say “yes” 
as we have done several lead line sessions after our breed demos at 
the University of Missouri Veterinary Open House events usually 
held every spring.   

Volunteers?  Well, I’d conscript every family member who owed 
me a favor (and there were more than a few of those…).  GWHA 
members?  Well, most are on the opposite end of the state, but 
what a great group of folks – they came en masse.   

Liability?  Well, we’d have each parent or guardian sign a release, 
and put only one child WITH helmet (required) on a moving horse 
at a time – with the parent/guardian at his or her side if they were 
younger. 

Apparently we satisfied most of the 
questions, and told the skeptics we’d just 
see how this went the first year and decide 
if it was a bang or a bust.  With about four 
months to spare, I set about planning an 
event that would be primarily lead lining, 
with a horse breed demo or two thrown in, 
and a “petting area” to keep the kids busy 
while they waited their turn.   

We’d add a “photo pony” so parents could 
get that all valuable pictures.  Please note – 
kids had helmets on whenever they were on 
a moving horse, but in the photo area when 

parents/guardians and rodeo queens were standing by, we relaxed 
that rule if the parents wanted.   

Then I started thinking big.  What if a thousand kids showed up?  
Worse, what if no one turned off their electronic devices long 
enough to show up?  I don’t think I slept a whole night for most of 
the summer.  

Getting out my calculator, I decided we’d do a morning and 
afternoon lead line session, started and separated by a horse breed 
demo, which would give us approximately five hours of ride time.  
If each child took 30 seconds to get up, 30 seconds to get down, 
and four minutes to ride (two laps around half the arena) – we 
could do 10 to 12 rides per hour per horse and we’d need about 20 
in case up to a 1000 kids showed up.  Now, doesn’t that sound like 
someone who has never had children?  You are right!  

 It all turned out great, but we learned a lot.  Those kids wanted to 
have more time to interact with the horse before they got on, and 
that made for some really heartwarming interactions.  They were 
fine with riding, even for a short time, but they also wanted to say 
“good bye” to “their” horse, oh, and scope out another one for their 
next ride. That also took more than 30 seconds.  Continued on p. 17 

 

We ended up with over 
177 kids riding (and 

we slipped in a few 
adult guardians who 
asked nicely) and we 
gave over 366 rides.  

We were busy walking 
kids right up until 

closing time. 

 Time To Ride Continued from Front  Page 
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Welcome and thank you 
to new co-sponsors Rep. 
Collin Peterson, ranking 
member on the 
Agriculture Committee, 
along with 
Representatives Lisa 
Blunt Rochester and Rod 
Blum, also serving on the 
Agriculture Committee,  
and Representatives 
Chabot, Watson Coleman, 
Richmond, Schuster, 
Sanford Bishop, Charlie 
Crist, Ro Khanna, Donald 
McEachin, Nydia 
Vasquez, and Luis Correa,   

The addition of these new 
co-sponsors  brings the 
number to 264 members 
in the 115th session of the  
House of Representatives,  
effective September 14, 
2017.  The current 
iteration of PAST is fast 
closing in the highest 
number of PAST 
cosponsors, 308,  in a 
previous session of the 
House.  

Is YOUR representative 
signed on to co-sponsor  
PAST? If not, you can 
help by making a call and 
asking for his or her 
support.  Let your 
representative hear from 
you.  Every phone call 
makes a difference.    

1
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SHELBY, NC:  Founded by Harold 
and Debi Metcalfe, Stolen Horse 
International is celebrating its 20th 
anniversary as a leader in equine 
identification and all things 
associated with missing and stolen 
horses in the equine industry.  
  
Stolen Horse International, Inc. ™, 
also known as NetPosse, has for  
over two decades helped  people find 
their missing or stolen horses. 
Founded in 1997, the organization 
has evolved from one couple’s 
search for their own missing horse to 
a volunteer donation-based 
organization that has helped 
thousands of people reunite with 
their missing or stolen horses.  
  
The 501(c) (3) nonprofit 
organization has a large network of 
equine organizations, volunteers and 
horse owners joined together to 
educate the horse industry about the 
problem of missing and stolen 
horses, disaster situations and much 
more. NetPosse also provides 
information for horse owners and 
organizations regarding long-term 
responsibilities for equine protection, 
as well as focusing on bringing 
horses home™. 
  
The NetPosse network can round up 
support for a victim after a report is 
filed on www.netposse.com. An alert 
and call to action goes out to a 
network of organizations, 
individuals, businesses, law 
enforcement, multiple social media 
formats, the NetPosse News 
newsletter and recovery specialists 

2

bent on returning a missing horse. 
  
“I cannot believe it has been 20 years since 
our horse Idaho was stolen,” says Debi. 
“We never planned on doing all the things 
we are doing today. We’ve introduced new 
features to our Victim’s Services and 
Educational Outreach Programs, welcomed 
many horses home, and updated our 
national NetPosse Identification Program, 
an all equine ID registry as well as adding a 
free national disaster database for all 
animals lost and found during disasters. 
  
Today the NetPosse website, 
www.netposse.com is number one in all of 
the search engines for stolen and missing 
horses. There are over 5,000 horses in the 
current database and the organization has 
serviced thousands more behind the scenes.  
  
Catherine Girard, interviewed its founder, 
Debi Metcalfe, of Shelby, North Carolina, 
some of her core volunteers and the people 
they serve to reflect on how the 
organization has grown over the past two 
decades. The three part series tells us where 
it is now, and the changes NetPosse should 
make in order to continue helping the 
people and horses it was created to serve. 
There can never be enough eyes and fingers 
on keyboards when disaster strikes in our 
horse community.  ## 
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“Because every horse is unique, I encourage 
horse owners to work with their 
veterinarian to perform an annual fecal egg 
count (FEC) test to determine their horse’s 
parasite levels and efficacy of treatment. 
The American Association of Equine 
Practitioners (AAEP) considers an FEC test 
to be the best assessment of parasite burden 
to identify the frequency of treatment 
needed. Once a baseline is established, horse 
owners can work with their veterinarian to 
develop an Individualized Deworming™ 
plan tailored to their horse’s needs. “ Dr. 
Kenton Morgan for Zoetis 
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 When Shelbyville’s Bill Callaway 
rode the winner of the 79th annual 
Tennessee Walking Horse 
National Celebration Saturday 
night a week ago, he could hardly 
contain himself as he told 
reporters, “I wouldn’t have had 
this opportunity without Jesus …”  

Please! To bring our Lord and 
Savior into a filthy circle of sadistic 
and cruel vermin is against every 
principle and virtue that mankind 
holds dear. 

Get this -- Just hours after his 
victorious ride, the same Bill 
Calloway was fined $1,000 and 
suspended from showing horses for 
the next eight months by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture for 
allegedly violating the federal 
Horse Protection Act, which means 
torturing horses that cannot defend 
against it. What a charmer Bill 
Callaway must be! 

As you might expect, Callaway’s 
callous comment instantly fueled 
strong credence to the belief that 
the Jesus of whom Callaway spoke 
must obviously be some Hispanic 
stable hand, this in the evil and 
despicable Land of the “Dirty 
Lick.” (Callaway should have 
known the correct pronunciation is 
‘hey—ZEUS.’) 

Christians around the entire world 
overwhelmingly believe Jesus 

2

Christ would have naught to do 
with the disgusting and depraved 
segment of the Walking Horse 
industry. God created the 
magnificent animals and when He 
did He most certainly did not 
include the padded hooves, the 
tight bands, or the action devices 
that very intentionally and quite 
willfully torture the animals in a 
way that is not replicated anywhere 
else or to any other animal on 
planet Earth.  

The “lickers,” assuredly dwindling 
in number, salivate over an 
unnatural and revolting dance 
called “The Big Lick.” True 
horsemen have been repulsed by it 
for almost a century and I 
personally feel the Dirty Licker 
will be held exceptionally 
accountable, as we all will on 
Judgment Day … but I don’t like 
the cheaters’ chances. Not a bit. 

Scurrilous trainers of Callaway’s 
ilk slather caustic substances on the 
horses’ forelegs to create 
excruciating pain, making the 
animals lift the legs high to achieve 
a repugnant gait that is never seen 
on any horse farm except in the 
Tennessee show ring.  This year’s 
winner – with Callaway actually in 
the saddle, presumably hissing his 
hideous vitriol in the terrified 
horse’s ears – most definitely 
danced the “Dirty Lick” to the 
delight of the warped crowd. My 
Jesus was not among them. 

Mind you, Callaway was 
disciplined for his alleged 
indiscretions at the 2016 “Sore-
abration” – not this year -- but just 
recently a “dirty deal” was cut. 
How else would the USDA allow a 
known miscreant like Callaway to 
take part in this year’s mockery? 
Somebody delayed announcing the 
punishment until just hours after 
the show ended. “Thank you Hey-

3

zues!” 

Also, the rider/trainer of the new 
World Champion openly denied 
any wrongdoing to escape the fact 
horse soring is a felony in 
Tennessee. But in the plea 
agreement, he officially “neither 
admitted nor denied” the USDA 
claim. Callaway explained he 
accepted what he called the “great 
deal” because he said he has no 
money to fight the USDA. “Thank 
you Hey-zues!” 

Mike Inman, the CEO of the 
event, was all bubbly at the 
Shelbyville Lions Club Thursday 
night, citing the best crowds in 
five years, but there were 
conflicting reports. Several nights 
the crowd was reported as less 
than 500 as the public’s open 
scorn of the “Dirty Lick” has 
taken a devastating toll in recent 
years. The economic 
repercussions from the cheating 
have obviously impacted 
Shelbyville. 

But the “lickers” are still trying 
mightily. Four candidates for 
governor were introduced, 
including U.S. Congresswoman 
Diane Black, who has knowingly 
accepted thousands in donations 
in dirty money and has joined 
every Republican representative 
and senator from Tennessee in 
Washington in rejecting the PAST 
Act (Prevent All Soring Tactics). 
All of the representatives – each 
taking dirty money from the 
lickers – are up for re-election in 
2018. 

So blatant is the cheaters’ grip on 
politicians that Scott DesJarlais 
(R-South Pittsburg) was 
“awarded” the Tennessee Walking 
Horse Trainers Auxiliary Merit 
Award (TWHTAMA) for his 
relentless efforts to Continued on 9 
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 “mediate disputes between federal regulators and the 
(Dirty Lick.)” He was presented his TWHTAMA 
distinction at center ring. “Thank you Hey-zeus!”  

Many others find DesJarlais’ shameful actions on behalf 
of the Dirty Lick akin to “birds of the same feather …” 
An article in The National Review identified DesJarlais 
as “quite possibly the worst in Congress” last year, which 
made the TMHTAMA reward all the more fitting. 

Another touching moment two weeks ago was when 
Jackie McConnell’s brother, Jimmy, was named once 
more as the Trainer of the Year in the questionable 
‘performance’ category. Jackie, you’ll remember, starred 
in an undercover film on Walking Horse abuse and was 
brought to trial in Chattanooga in 2012. He was fined 
$75,000, sentenced to three years’ probation (soring was 
not a felony at the time) and banned for life. (Wink, 
wink.) 

Jimmy, his brother, has been the Trainer of the Year a 
number of times and has a lengthy record of USDA 
citations. At one time both of the McConnell brothers 
were in the Trainers Hall of Fame in Shelbyville but 
when Jackie was convicted, his plaque was removed. 
Jimmy has never been convicted. 

As a matter of fact, to this day no Tennessee sheriff has 
successfully charged a trainer, owner, or rider with a 
felony. Better yet, no “Dirty Licker” has faced a 
conviction since Jackie McConnell. “Thank you Hey-
zues!” 

* * * 

When the Shelbyville Times-Gazette reported Callaway 
had cut a deal with the USDA, escaping with the fine and 
less than a year of probation, the newspaper was 
threatened with cancellations and boycotts. Readers said 
the reporting was biased and one woman emailed staffer 
Jason Reynolds that “You should lose your job over this 
piece of garbage you published.”  

“Thank you, Hey-zeus!” 

royexum@aol.com 

Reprinted by permission of Mr. Exum, writing in The 
Chattanoogan.  
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SOLVANG, California: On his way to Europe, Monty 
Roberts  made a side trip to Montana for the Equus 
International Film Festival, previously featured in Sound 
Advocate.  Roberts was there to accept the Equine Icon 
Award from Janet Rose and the Equus International Film 
Festival, but was surprised and honored by four additional 
awards across a spectrum of media his production team had 
created and entered. 
  
This first annual Equine Icon Award recognized the 
individual who has had a dramatic and critical impact on the 
lives of horses and who represents either directly 
or indirectly, an Icon of the Equine/Human Bond. EIFF 
recognized Roberts with this premier award, also on the 10th 
anniversary of the founding of Horse Haven Montana, the 
horse sanctuary cause behind the film festival.  
  
"The festival we feel, truly has the potential to make a 
difference in the lives of thousands (of horses and humans), 
with the right messages, exposure and stories.  Monty and his 
daughter Debbie certainly exemplify the hope we all share 
for the future of the horse/human relationship.” said Janet 
Rose, founder of EIFF. Monty opened the festival by 
introducing himself as “the luckiest man on earth” able to at 
age 82 travel and train horses globally.  
 
 Roberts and director Jeanine Moret won for “Whisper” in 
the Music Video Category that opened the Festival as the 
featured music video. Rick Caballo, Bill DiLuigi and Mike 
Ward wrote the song. Carl Jackson performed the song. 
Dawn Perrine filmed the content during Monty’s Gentling 
Wild Horses course in Solvang, California.  
 
 The award for Best Short Series went to Palm Island: Horse 
Sense for People about the indigenous youth of Australia 
being helped by Monty and the horses, directed by Tara 
King. 

The award for Best Series went to Backstage Pass from 
Monty Roberts Productions filmed by Simon Palmer and 
edited by Dawn Perrine and Jeanine Moret.  

The award for Best Equine/Human Bond went to Shy Boy 
The Horse that Came in from the Wild from Monty Roberts 
Productions directed by LaVoy Shepard. 

For more about all the awards, see the festival website here: 
https://equusinternationalfilmfestival.com/festival-award- 
winners-2017/ 
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On August 5, 2017,  four  gaited horses finished the 
Western States Trail Ride, informally known as the 
Tevis Cup, one of the toughest and most prestigious 
100 miles-in-one-day rides in North America. This 
ties a record set in 1980 when 4 gaited horses also 
finished the ride. Since 1955, there have been 57 
gaited finishes out of 147 attempts; a 38% finishing 
rate, compared to an average 50% finishing rate for 
all breeds across all years. This highlights not only 
the outstanding effort of this year’s gaited finishers, 
but the special gaited horses who have completed 
this ride multiple times.  

This year’s Tevis Cup ride was an historic one; due 
to snow in the high country, the start was moved to 
Soda Springs. In order to make up mileage, the 
course took an original Western States route down 
Duncan Canyon in the first 36 miles. Cut-off times 

2

had to be extended as the first third of the ride took 
much longer than anticipated. Riders were blessed 
with cooler temperatures, but high humidity took its 
toll in the canyons. 
Overall, this adjusted 
course was every bit as 
tough as the traditional 
course.  

The four  gaited finishers 
came under the lights in 
Auburn within a half hour 
of each other. Lora Wereb 
and her TWH gelding 
Spin-Out Merlin were the 
first of the gaited entries  
to complete the ride.  

Right: Wereb and Merlin on a 
stroll. Story continues on p. 14 

Above: Brenna Sullivan and her game mare,  the appropriately named Ebony’s Blue Sky,  attack Cougar Rock 
during the 2017 Tevis Ride 
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  “ Correct training in the Old School was 
called equine bodybuilding that, over a 
period of time, enhanced the horse’s ability 
to think. The thinking rider creates the 
thinking horse at which point training 
becomes more of a mental activity than a 
physical one. A good horse, especially a 
dressage horse is a thinking horse. A good 
horse is an honest horse that wants to please 
his rider. Good training and proper 
education will guarantee those desirable 
qualities.” Karl Mikolka 
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Take Note 
Save the  Date  for the AHC’s 2018 

Annual Meeting & National Issues 
Forum 

The AHC is pleased to announce that its 2018 
Annual Meeting and National Issues Forum 
will take place from June 10-13, 2018 at the 
Capital Hilton in the heart of 
Washington, DC. 

“The Capital Hilton is a new venue for our 
Annual Meeting,” said AHC President Julie 
Broadway. “The past several years we have 
been at the Washington Court Hotel which 
was just a few blocks from Capitol Hill. In 
2018, we decided to give meeting attendees a 
glimpse of a different part of DC with a hotel 
that is just two blocks from the White House, 
as well as making some changes to the 
schedule to ensure attendees are able to 
attend the meetings that they would like to.” 

Historically, the AHC’s Annual Meeting, 
when all AHC Committees and the Unwanted 
Horse Coalition meet, , has taken place on 
Monday. While the AHC’s five main 
committees will still meet on Monday, the 
Unwanted Horse Coalition meeting will now 
take place on Sunday. 

 “With the growing industry and public 
interest in aftercare and retraining/rehoming, 
we felt it was best to shift the 2018 meeting 
schedule around to allow more time for a 
robust discussion during the UHC’s meeting,” 
said UHC Director Ashley Furst. 

The National Issues Forum, sponsored by 
Luitpold Animal Health, will take place on 
Tuesday, June 12th. The agenda is still being 
finalized, but at this time topics include a 
Youth Panel, Tax Reform, Data Insights and 
Implications, Immigration, and Aftercare. 

Please check the Events tab on the AHC 
website for information as it becomes 
available. If you have any questions 
about the Annual Meeting and National 
Issues Forum, please contact the AHC at 
202-296-4031 or info@horsecouncil.org. 
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Looking for something to add to the dessert table 
that will also be a perfect for anyone who shows up 
that is gluten free (and appreciated by those who 
aren’t)? Try this Hawaiian version of Pumpkin 
Mochi. You won’t be disappointed.  

Ingredients for Pumpkin Mochi  

US  

1 (16 oz.) box mochiko (glutinous rice flour) ( 
available at Asian food stores and many major grocery 
stores) 

2 tsp. baking powder 

1 ! c sugar, 1 1/8 tsp. pumpkin pie spice 

1 tsp. cinnamon, 4 large eggs, 1 (29 ounce) can 
pumpkin puree 

1 (14 ounce) can sweetened condensed milk 

1 c butter, melted & 2 teaspoons vanilla extract 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Lightly grease a 9x13 inch-
baking pan. In a mixing bowl, combine mochiko,, baking 
powder, sugar, pumpkin pie spice and cinnamon. In a 
separate bowl; combine eggs, pumpkin puree, condensed 
milk, butter, and vanilla extract. Stir the egg mixture into 
the mochiko mixture. Pour into the prepared pan. Bake 1 
hour. 

Important! How to Serve 

Allow to cool completely before slicing. Cut the 
mochi with a plastic knife or it will stick. 
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By Jackie Bellamy-Zions 

  

Guelph, ON – Fall is a popular time for horse owners 
to go blanket shopping but before you dash out to 
purchase the latest in equine haute couture or the 
warmest rug with the most fill, consider what your 
horse really needs.  Equine Guelph has partnered with 
internationally renowned blanket manufacturer, Bucas 
of Ireland to bring you the ‘ThermoRegulator Online 
Healthcare Tool’.    
  
Strolling into the saddlery for a rug, without an 
understanding of the factors at play in 
thermoregulation could result in overheating, 
dehydration or sickness due to chilling.  Depending on 
your climate, the choice to buy a blanket may mean 
purchasing several blankets, especially if the 
temperatures fluctuate quite widely throughout the day 
or if you have chosen to clip your horse.  Remember- 
just because you are cold does not mean the horse is 
cold!  “It is important to consider your horse’s hair 
coat, health, age and body condition score when 
deciding if a rug is required,” says Gayle Ecker, 
director of Equine Guelph.  The ThermoRegulator 
Tool will lead horse owners through an interactive 
body condition score module. 
  
Then there is the matter of a good fit.  See the video on 
measuring and learn the differences between North 
American and European sizing. Also, consider your 
horse’s build and be sure to mention if your horse is 
stocky, lean, broad shouldered or high withered to the 
seller.  Many tack shops will allow you to take the 
blanket home to try it on; providing you practice good 
biosecurity and throw on a clean stable sheet 
first.  Blankets that are too big drop off the neck onto 
the shoulders and can cause painful pressure sores and 
rub marks.  Visit the ThermoRegulator tool to learn 
the six most common problem areas and how to pick 
the right rug for your horse if you are going to be 
blanketing. 
 
 Did you know a clean and dry hair coat is two crucial 
key elements to a horse’s ability to perform 

2

thermoregulation?  In the winter, the longer hairs of 
their coat fluff up in reaction to plummeting temperatures 
and trap air close to the body providing some insulation 
from the cold.  Other winter thermoregulation needs 
include increased forage to fuel their furnace and 
adequate water intake to keep all that hay moving 
smoothly through the digestive system.  Check out the 
Cold Hard Facts infographic within the tool to learn more 
about thermoregulation in the winter including the 
horse’s “thermoneutral zone”! 
 
“Bucas is pleased to support Equine Guelph’s online 
educational resource, the ‘ThermoRegulator Healthcare 
Tool’”, says Ulf Casselbrant, managing director of Bucas. 
“It is an excellent online resource for the horse owner in 
understanding the principles of thermoregulation in 
horses and helpful in the proper use of blanket protection 
for their horse.” 
  
To learn more about thermoregulation and to decide if 
your horse is a candidate to be covered by a blanket " go 
to the ThermoRegulator Healthcare Tool. 
  

Editor’s Note: Equine Guelph is the horse owners' and 
care givers' Centre at the University of Guelph. It is a 
unique partnership dedicated to the health and well being 
of horses, supported and overseen by equine industry 
groups. Equine Guelph is the epicentre for academia, 
industry and government - for the good of the equine 
industry as a whole. For further information, visit 
www.EquineGuelph.ca.  

Weblink:  http://equineguelph.ca/news/index.php?conten
t=523  
Healthcare tool 
link:  http://www.equineguelph.ca/Tools/thermoregulator
.php 

Remember, 
just because 
you’re cold, 

doesn’t mean 
your horse is 

cold.  There are 
things to 

consider before 
bundling your 
horse up for 

winter. 
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This was Merlin’s second finish; he joins 
an elite group of 10 gaited horses that have 
finished the ride more than once. Merlin is 
also the oldest gaited horse to have ever 
completed the ride at the age of 19! Merlin 
was rescued by Lora just 4 years ago and 
has spent his endurance career almost 
exclusively at demanding multi-day rides.  

The next finisher was Brenna Sullivan and 
her TWH mare Ebony’s Blue Sky. Brenna 
and Sky finished at five AM to get their 
first completion in two attempts. In 2016, 
Brenna pulled her 
horse at mile 55 
due to fatigue. 
She vowed to 
come back 
stronger and 
prepped for the 
2017 ride by 
attending tough 
multi-day rides 
and a 100-mile 
ride over the 
winter. Sky 
finished strong in Auburn this year.  

The next gaited finisher was Foxfire’s 
Little Britches (Asali), a MFT mare owned 
by JayaMae Gregory and ridden by her 14 
–year- old son Jakob Gregory. Jakob 
piloted Asali to her second Tevis finish and 
her third 100-mile finish. She is one of 
only  four Missouri Foxtrotters to finish 
Tevis. 

  Jakob’s original sponsor suffered a tragic 
accident with his horse right before ride 
start. Annette Phillips, another gaited rider 
who was camped next door, offered to 
sponsor Jakob last minute.  

Annette and her Tennuvian RSV Horse 
with No Name (Tonka) finished with Jakob 
and Asali with 10 minutes to spare. This 
was Tonka’s very first 100-mile ride!  
Since the ride’s inception in 1955,  Tevis 

4
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has been dominated 
by Arabians. There 
have only been 36 
individual gaited 
horses to finish the ride. TWHs account for approximately 
45% of those finishes. However, two Tennessee Walking 
Horses standout at Tevis: John Henry and Snider’s Three 
Sox.   

John Henry is a grade TWH who tied the record for five  
Tevis completions back in 2016. He also has one of the 
higher gaited finishes in the past 20 years. John Henry will 
be back in 2018 to try to break the record of five  Tevis 
finishes for a gaited horse. Dr. Susan Garlinghouse of 
California owns him.  She has also  piloted John to multi-
day Best Condition awards and multiple Top Ten finishes 
at 50-mile rides.  

Perhaps the greatest achievements at Tevis by a gaited 
horse came from Snider’s Three Sox, a palomino TWH 
owned by John McCullough. In 1971, Three Sox placed 5th 
in a ride time of 15:03.  

Continued on 
page 17 

 

%

Right: Foxtrotter 
Foxfire’s Little Britches 
and junior rider Jakob 
Gregory ( left) and 
Tennuvian RSV Horse 
with No Name, ridden by 
Annette Phillips, made 
memories together 
during Tevis  2017.   

Right: 46 years 
ago , the golden 
Snider’s Three 
Sox paved the 
way at Tevis for 
the gaited horses 
of today. 

Below: Chilling-
Brenna Sullivan and 
Ebony’s Blue Sky.  
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From the World of Horses and Riders 
News continues on page 16 
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Citizens from Kentucky have 
been requesting USDA to 
inspect horse shows that have 
performance horse classes .   
The USDA is required to 
inspect a variety of shows 
affiliated with HIOs certified 
by the Department to 
determine that inspections are 
being handled in accordance 
with HPA guidelines.  

 Any individual can contact 
the USDA and request that a 
VMO team be sent to horse 
shows where they believe that 
soring may be taking place.  

September 9th, in Tollesboro, 
a 30-class show was 
scheduled that included 12 
classes for performance ( big 
lick) horses.  When USDA 
VMOs arrived on the grounds  
before the show began, 100% 
of the big lick riders refused 
to go through inspection.  
 
All  performance horse 
classes on the program were 
cancelled.%
##  
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SHELBYVILLE, Tenn.-  Owners 
Keith and Lorraine Rosbury scarcely 
had time to savor their World Grand 
Championship title for black stallion 
Gen’s Black Maverick, their entry who 
has chased the title for many years, 
before they were being featured in a 
new place, one where they never 
expected to be.  The local paper, the 
Shelbyville Times-Gazette, dutifully 
reported, first,  the victory and then 
reported that the trainer of their horse , 
Bill Callaway, of Callaway and Sons 
Stables, located in Shelbyville, began 
to serve a federal suspension for 
having presented a sore horse to 
inspection  at the 2016 Celebration, 
just 24 hours after he won the title in 
2017.  

The fact that this was reported in the 
small town, where violating the HPA 
has never been reported before, shook 
the performance horse establishment. 
Callers immediately threatened the 
paper, the editor, and the reporter with 
cancellations of subscriptions for 
doing its job and reporting the news.  
Under the guise of supporting the 
industry, the community, for years,  
has been left in the dark about the 
legal status of many of the people who 
enter  The Celebration  and who win 
titles there.  

2

The new editor at the paper saw the 
federal suspension as a legitimate news 
story; the previous editor,  now the 
editorial director for the Walking Horse 
Report, owns a performance horse and 
routinely ran feature stories in the 
Times-Gazette praising people with long 
histories of violations and no mention of 
federal suspensions.  

Gen’s Black Maverick is no stranger to 
the violation system. In 2012, with Joe 
Cotton, the Rosbury’s previous trainer 
[now serving a bizarre permanent 
suspension from SHOW affiliated shows 
after he took to the internet to show 
photos of a horse he said was sent to him 
for training that showed extensive 
damage to its pasterns]  the stallion 
received a ticket issued by SHOW for a 
unilateral sore violation. Cotton’s 
employment with the Rosbury’s was 
terminated after he made the accusations 
in public and criticized the SHOW 
system.  

Bill Callaway was joined on  federal 8-
month suspension, with a $1,100 fine,  
by his brother John Allen Callaway. 
Each received the same punishment.  
Bill Callaway told the paper he got a 
great deal  from the USDA ( as most of 
his suspension will be served on the off-
season)  and took the Consent Decision 
because he couldn’t afford to hire a 
lawyer. He also criticized the inspection 
system as being subjective.  

The story of Callaway’s suspension has 
received national news attention. ## 
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FORT WORTH, Texas – Under the category of “some 
associations do take animal abuse seriously”, The National 
Cutting Horse Association (NCHA) has suspended top 
trainer Tommy Manion of Pilot Point, Texas,  for violating 
the association’s Zero 
Tolerance policy on animal 
abuse.  The incident occurred 
in July when Manion shot his 
stallion, Smooth Maximus, 
three  or  four  times within five 
minutes using  a BB gun. 

Video from cell phones showed 
Manion repeatedly shooting the 
stallion, which was tied to a 
wall, whenever the stallion 
would act up.  The stallion was 
acting aggressively, trying to 
kick and bite people, and 
attempted to climb over the 
wall to which he was tied.  

Manion apparently  believed his training method would 
teach the stallion that the pain from the BBs was a result of 
his aggressive behavior and not from a human.  

One of the  most influential stallions in the cutting horse 
industry, Smart Little Lena, stood at the Manion Ranch until 
his death at the age of 31. He was one of only three horses 
to win the Triple Crown of Cutting and earned $734,000.00 
in his career.  His offspring have now earned more than $39 
million dollars.  

Manion does not face criminal charges but  has been 
suspended for two  years by the association, fined $15,000, 
and ordered to serve five  years probation after the two year 
suspension is completed.   The association’s Appeal 
Committee has upheld the ruling.  

Smooth Maximus has been gelded and is now, reportedly, 
for sale ## 
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WASHINGTON, DC- The American Association of 
Equine Practitioners (AAEP) Foundation has awarded the 
Unwanted Horse Coalition (UHC) a grant of $10,000 to 
support its Operation Gelding program. 

Operation Gelding provides funds and materials to help 
groups nationwide organize low-and no-cost clinics for 
owners who might not otherwise be able to afford to have 
their stallions castrated by a certified veterinarian. In 
2017, the UHC introduced an increase in funding from 
$50 to $100 per horse, and a voucher program was put in 
place to help owners and rescue organizations that may 
have trouble attending a clinic due to transportation or 
other issues. 

“The AAEP Foundation is proud to continue its support of 
this important program,” said Richard Mitchell, DVM, 
MRCVS, DACVSMR, chairman of the AAEP Foundation 
Advisory Council. “This program not only helps address a 
need but also helps to educate veterinary students, 
veterinary technicians and equine caretakers.” 
  
“The increase in funding the UHC is able to provide was 
in large part aided by the generous grant from the AAEP 
Foundation,” said Dr. Doug Corey, UHC Chairman. “By 
gelding a stallion, the UHC aims to prevent unintentional 
and overbreeding, thereby reducing the number of 
unwanted foals. This grant from the Foundation will allow 
the UHC to continue to grow and expand the Operation 
Gelding program, and reduce the number of unwanted 
horses nationwide.” 

“Funding for Operation Gelding comes solely from 
donations and grants like this one from the AAEP 
Foundation,” said UHC Director Ashley Furst. “We are 
incredibly grateful for their continued contribution.” 

Since 2010, Operation Gelding has supported 172 clinics 
in 33 states, resulting in the castration of 1,982 stallions, 
and the reduction of many more unwanted foals. 

To help the UHC prevent horses from becoming 
unwanted, consider supporting the Operation Gelding 
program by hosting a clinic in your area or sending a tax-
deductible contribution to the American Horse Council 
Foundation. Contact Ashley Furst at 
afurst@horsecouncil.org or visit the UHC website at 
www.unwantedhorsecoalition.org to learn more.  
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Above: From the vantage point of almost half a century 
Snider’s Three Sox and his rider John McCullough  blazed a 
Tevis trail for other gaited horses to follow. Teamwork and 
conditioning was then, and remains, the basis for  success.  

8*B&' continued from page 14 

It’s hard to compare ride times to present day as 
veterinary criteria and pulse rates have become 
more stringent in the past 30 years. However, this 
ride time would have earned the horse a third place 
finish in 2015!  

Three Sox went on to Top Ten again in 1974.  To 
achieve Top Ten at Tevis is a huge feat reserved for 
some of the best endurance horses in the country. 
Three Sox ridden by Carolyn and John 
McCullough achieved five  Tevis Cup completions 
from 1970 to 1980. His record stood for 36 years 
until John Henry matched it.  

Many gaited aficionados wonder if their horse can 
do the sport of endurance. The answer is a 
resounding yes! Gaited horses may never truly 
compete with Arabians at an elite level, but there 
are standout individuals able to do very well at one 
of the world’s toughest 100 mile rides and many 
more who are capable of completing it! Tevis 2018 
may be another year for our gaited horses to shatter 
records and expectations!  ## 

8&)*%/-%P&:*%continued from page 6 

We used line tickets (the event was free) just 
to control volume, but eventually we just let twenty 
kids into the arena at a time as the last twenty exited, 
and it worked out fine.  We let kids ride twice only if 
they got another ticket. We ended up with over 177 
kids riding (and we slipped in a few adult guardians 
who asked nicely) and we gave over 366 rides.  We 
were busy walking kids right up until closing time.  
We had a few kids who needed to “try” a few times 
before they finally got on a horse, but eventually, 
everyone rode and everyone was smiling. We had 
special needs and autism spectrum children riding, 
may starting out withdrawn but all ending up with ear-
to-ear grins. Only one child slipped off while a horse, 
who was behaving beautifully, just stopped to shake.  
The little girl cried only briefly while “Cody” the 
horse nuzzled her and she got right back on – and rode 
three more times.  She was uninjured and her mother 
was unfazed.  As children exited the riding area, every 
one of them got a special “St. Louis National Charity 
Horse Show Presents: Time to Ride” blue ribbon”. 
Parents were thrilled. Many were asking about lessons 
and other riding opportunities, and we had a vendor 
area where barns, pony clubs, and breed associations 
were represented.  The petting area and “photo pony” 
(what a patient equine soul!) areas were very popular 
as well.  The rodeo queens who showed up to help in 
the photo area were also a big hit.  Who can resist a 
crown? 

You can’t do something like this without an 
army of volunteers.  Because so many folks locally 
were tied up with the big St. Louis National Charity 
Horse show in the timeframe, I was saved by a trainer 
in Columbia, Missouri (Kris Wallace) who brought 
eighteen horses and all of her students and parents, as 
well as over twenty helmets in various child sizes.  
Combined with the GWHA folks and other local 
conscripts (uh, volunteers), we had over 102 people 
helping at the event.  Because it was a long day of 
walking horses, I asked each person who brought a 
horse to lead line to bring at least two or three handlers 
so they could switch off.  We had ten different breeds 
represented in our demonstrations, including our local 
spotted saddle horse (Moose, shown by Darryl 
Vehige), and a Tennessee Walking Horse, Mac’s Little 
Rascal, (shown by Cheyenne Dunham).  Both were 
very popular mounts with the kids as well.  Other 
breeds included were Gypsy Cobs, American 
Saddlebreds, Quarter Horses, Pony of the Americas, 
Mustangs, Mini-Horses, and Morgans.  

Continued on page 18 
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So, did we get 
a 1000 

children to 
ride?  No, 

thank 
heavens; but,  

we did 
introduce a 

LOT of kids to 
horses and 

ponies.  What 
would our 
REALISTIC 

capacity be for 
next year?  

Probably more 
like 500 rides, 
but that is still 

impressive! 

 

Left: Passing on Love 
for the Horse, 
GWHA’s Cheyenne 
Dunham, here with 
Mac’s Little Rascal , 
was a Time To Ride  
Volunteer.  

8&)*%/-%P&:*%continued from page 17 

Some did rail work while others, including the 
Mini, demonstrated over fences. 

Our petting area contained mostly equines, 
with a mother and baby fainting goat thrown in for 
good measure.  The St. Charles City Mounted patrol 
brought their three horses; a Tennessee Walking Horse 
/ Clydesdale cross, a Shire, and a quarter horse.  
Elizabeth Jones brought her Walking Horse, Miracle, 
for a hoof care demo, and my cousin brought his 
granddaughter’s mini-horse, Sweet Pea, for lots of love 
and petting.  Add in the two mini-donkeys and we had 
quite a display to keep the kids busy while they waited 
their turn for the rides.  Because we had such a good 
amount of lead line horses, though, no child waited 
more than ten minutes to ride, which I’m sure was a 
relief to the parents. We also had free crayons 
(courtesy of GWHA) and coloring pages (courtesy of 
FOSH and the American Saddlebred Association) for 
kids to use onsite or to take home.  

So, did we get a thousand children to ride?  
No, thank heavens, but we did introduce a LOT of kids 
to horses and ponies.  What would our REALISTIC 
capacity be for next year?  Probably more like five 
hundred rides, but that is still impressive. Everyone 
who came to help was excited and willing to “do it 
again next year”, so perhaps we will. Because we 
didn’t charge admission for the kids, we did take 
donations from parents who wanted to give, and 
vendors who came out to meet a willing crowd of 
newly minted horse enthusiasts.  We raised about three 
thousand dollars for the SLNCHS, whose donations 
this year will go to Therapeutic Horsemanship of St. 
Louis and Stray Rescue.  I’m told we also won over the 
skeptics on the SLNCHS board as many of them came 
to see firsthand what this crazy “sound horse lady” was 
trying to do.  

Special thanks to GWHA and FOSH 
supporters who helped out including Teresa 
Bippen, Lucy Rangel, Chris Beasley, Mony 
Rowlings, Vicci Eaton, Anita Dunham, Cheyenne 
Dunham, Patti Potts, and Darryl Vehige. Thanks as 
well to the remainder of the over one hundred 
volunteers who just “showed up” to plant the seeds to 
grow another generation of horse lovers.  ## 
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SHELBYVILLE, Tenn.--Hats off to sound horse supporters who rallied to the 
call put out on social media by sound horse advocate Paula Weaver to donate to  
purchase digital billboard space in town during the 79th annual Celebration.  
Actual attendance at the show was dismal, although  supporters of the show put 
on a brave face touting the increased number of entries this year. For the first 
time in many years, billboards advertising horses in competition were also seen 
in many locations prior to the show. They had tough competition, however, from 
the billboards erected by Concerned Owners of Tennessee Walking Horses, 
whose seven well designed billboards rotated t in the most prominent advertising 
space in town, 24 hours a day, all through the show.  The general public was 
certainly made aware through these digital ads , as well as  the traditional  boards 
erected by HSUS,  that controversy about the cruelty involved in the training of 
big lick show horses continues. In addition, protestors representing Citizens 
Against Big Lick Animal Cruelty were also present before  several nights of the 
show, including  World Grand Championship night.  Well done to all concerned.  

Here is a 
sampling of 
the digital 
messages 

brought to 
the general 

public 
during the 

Celebration 
through the 
generosity of 
sound horse 
advocates. 
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SHELBYVILLE, Tenn.- Richard Mitch of 
Pleasant Hill, Missouri, had just come down The 
Celebration chute with his 6th place ribbon with 
Santana’s Storm  in Class #112,  a Show Pleasure 
class, held  during an evening session at the 79th 
Annual Celebration, when he was met, not by a 
supporter, but by a process server.  In what had to 
have been a shock, Mitch was served with a 
summons in a civil action as a defendant in a 
lawsuit filed in the U.S. District Court for the 
Northern District of  Mississippi  in a lawsuit for 
damages filed on behalf of   a  woman  lawfully 
protesting the Delta Classic Horse Show held on  
November 3, 2016, in Tunica, Mississippi. The 
lawsuit for damages was filed on August 23, 2017  

It is alleged that Mitch drove his white Nissan 
Frontier truck at a small  group of CCABLAC 
protestors while extending his middle finger 
towards them.  He reportedly swerved before hitting 
anyone. The incident was captured on video.   

Sandra Culbertson of Clarksville, Tennessee,  
brought the suit, claiming that Mitch recklessly 
endangered her by his actions and put her in fear for 
her life.  She is asking for a jury trial for $150,00 
actual damages and $150,000 in punitive damages.  

Mitch is a long time exhibitor at The Celebration. In 
2016 he won the Show Pleasure World 
Championship title there. His trainer was Edgar 
Abernathy of Olive Branch,  Mississippi.  
Abernathy was the 2016 Walking Horse Trainer of 
the Year for the WHTA, and is the mentor for 
young trainer Blaise Broccard, the reserve world  
grand championship rider in the 2017 Celebration 
stake class. Broccard, a crowd favorite,  claims 
Abernathy as her mentor and works from his 
facility.   

The Shelbyville Times-Gazette ran this story during  
its coverage of  The 2017  Celebration.  ##  

$#]#%$*6='%>&/0%#=-3'-,'0&=%.-,%P(66D%.-,%/0*%
P*'25*'%&3%7&::6*%8*33*''**%

By Valerie Pringle,  HSUS Equine Protection Division 

LEBANON, Tennessee- The Humane Society of the United 
States Equine Protection Department was proud to be a 
sponsor of Rally for the Rescues held in September.   The 
exhibition  featured local rescued horses who had been  
placed with professional trainers,  who volunteered their 
time,  for 120 days to compete for prizes and gave these 
horses the opportunity to be showcased. The majority of 
rescued horses who competed 
were adopted. This goes to 
show that rescued horses are not 
broken; they just deserve a 
second chance to prove 
themselves. By sponsoring 
events such as this, HSUS is 
helping  to change the way 
rescued horses are viewed by 
the public and send the message 
to potential horse owners that 
they should at the least consider 
looking  for a new horse at their 
local rescue before buying from a 
seller: Don’t shop---adopt!  
 

 

 

Left: Happy Ending! 
Magic, an eight-year-old 
quarter horse gelding,  
found his forever home 
after his performance 
during the Rally for the 
Rescues exhibition. He   
showed his new owner that 
he was the horse he’d been 
looking for and was an 
early Christmas present for 
a lucky family.  

Above: An adoptable, 
fancy colored,   walking 
horse yearling was led by 
its junior handler through 
an obstacle course as part 
of the  annual Rally for 
the Rescues.  Gaited and 
crossbred gaited horses 
were in good supply 
because of the local area.  
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Our Forever Friends 
FOSH Lifetime Members 

Jo Anne Behling, Wauwatosa, WI  
Ester Bell  
Pamela Brand, Carlisle, PA  
Sarah Bushong-Weeks, Denver. CO  
Julie Church, Pagosa Springs, CO  
Mary & William Church, Pagosa Springs, 
CO Luella DeBono, Eden Prairie, MN  
Beverly Foster,  St. Augustine, FL 
 Nancy Gillespie, Pullman, WA  
Cristine Holt, Dubuque, IA  
Jane Howlett, Pocatello, ID  
Marty Irby, Semmes, AL  
Sue De Laurentis, Dripping Springs, TX  
Bobbie Jo Lieberman  
Dianne Little, Calgary, Alberta  
Debbie Locke, Mack, CO 
 Ann Loveless St. Robert, MO  
Patricia Mayer, East Aurora, NY 
 Maggie MacAllister, Staunton, VA 
 Janelle T. McCoy, Prague, OK  
Frank Neal, Nashville, TN  
Lori Northrup, Ellicottville, NY  
Anne Northrup, Ellicottville, NY 
 Shellie Pacovsky, Bienville, MT 
 Denise Parsons  
Anita Rau, Catlett, VA  
Debbie Rash, Chico, CA  
Southern Comfort Gaited Horse Club ID  
Bucky & Nancy Sparks, Cortez, CO  
Marcy Wadington, Canon City, CO 
 Leslie Weiler, Pagosa Springs, CO 
 Laura Wyant, Chesire, OR 
An Anonymous Donor 
Yankee Walkers of New England 

 
‘Twas the night before Christmas, 
And all through the stable, 
Poor Santa was fretting if his horses were able. 
The toys were all ready 
But the horses were not. 
With his sleigh pullers ailing, 
Santa was quite distraught. 
 
All the IVs were hung 
on the stall fronts with care, 
some legs had been cold-hosed 
‘til the vet could get there. 
Poor Bella had rainrot 
And Gordo had thrush 
Jellybean pulled a muscle 
When he spooked at a brush 
Though sometimes dear Rhoda 
Could be very sweet, 
Christmas Eve she decided to go into heat. 
 
Old Roger was moonblind, 
And Jake was too green 
Pete had colic or gas– 
It remained to be seen. 
Trouble was best, 
But he has the Cushings. 
If they took him unclipped, 
He’d look like a Wookie. 
 
Santa sat on a bucket, 
And looked down the barn row 
Wondering how he would get to and fro. 
The vet bills were growing 
They’d make Mark Cuban balk. 
Half his elves don’t make toys now, 
Instead they hand walk. 
 
As Santa sat moaning 
He looked out on the snow. 
And saw eight wild reindeer, 
With nowhere to go. 
“It just might be crazy,” 
Said St. Nick, full of bliss 
“But eight crazy reindeer 
Would be better than THIS!” 
 
So that’s how the reindeer 
Came to be Santa’s hitch, 
And there’s never a colic 
Nor a last minute glitch. 
The horses retired 
But they still hear the bells, 
And each Christmas Eve 
all their knees start to swell. 
 
Merry Christmas! 

 
This  poem appeared earlier  on Horse Nation, an online site.  

 

 

Here’s the 
real reason  
Santa came 

to use 
reindeer 

rather than 
horse 

power with 
his sleigh.  
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By Lindsey Buhrmann  

Thanks to the Internet, a new type of horse 
competition is growing in popularity: 
virtual horse shows. During these 
competitions, hosted by North American 
Western Dressage, patterns are posted 
online to be performed in front of a video 
camera stationed at “C”—the point in the 
arena where a traditional dressage judge 
sits during riders’ performances. Videos 
are then uploaded to YouTube and 
evaluated by certified judges. A few days 
later, placings are announced and awards 
are distributed. 

While there are a number of riding classes 
in each show, some of the most popular are 
unmounted pattern classes called “Six Feet 
on the Ground.”  

“In Six Feet on the Ground, we emphasize 
the principles in the training scale, which 
are applicable to every discipline and 
provide a working model for success even 
before we get in the saddle,” NAWD 
President and Founder Jen Johnson said. 
“Working with your horse on the ground is 
the first step in developing a partnership 
and we should consistently take the 
opportunity to evaluate this most basic 
foundation-building activity.” 

Six Feet on the Ground is not 
showmanship or halter class. There are 10 
patterns to choose from that progress and 
incorporate classical training principles 
that both horse and handler are evaluated 
on. Additionally,! NAWD hosts in-hand 
trail and in-hand freestyle classes at some 
shows and has recently added long-reining, 
too.  

The “Six Feet on the Ground” program 

2

from NAWD is an ideal way to keep you 
and your horse fit any season of the year. It 
does not!require a dressage court or formal!
"#$%"&! and horses are shown in a simple 
halter and lead rope or cavesson. Tests 9 
and 10 allow for a snaffle bit to be 
incorporated as the horse and handler 
prepare to transition to long-reining or 
saddle work. Chains are not allowed, and 
the competitor wears a neat western or 
English outfit, plus any protective clothing 
to keep horse or handler comfortable.   

“There are many different ways that 
people train their horses on the ground, 
and this program allows them freedom and 
flexibility to work with their horse in the 
way that is most effective for them,” Jen 
said. “One of the coolest things is that Six 
Feet on the Ground is very versatile. From 
younger horses to those who compete 
under saddle, to those who are retired from 
riding, Six Feet on the Ground is a great 
option.”  

Equestrians report that the Six Feet on the 
Ground program has helped them build a 
solid foundation and partnership with their 
horses. 

Learn more at 
northamericanwesterndressage.org/tests
/six-feet-on-the-ground-program/ 

Learn more about NAWD at 
nawdhorse.org or by searching 
Western Dressage NAWD on 
Facebook. 

'' 
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http://thisiscriminal.c
om/episode-76-the-
big- l ick-10-5-2017/ 

 

 

A journalist weighs in on 
what goes on in the big lick 
world in this 23-minute 
segment that is now 
streaming on the internet.  %
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Remembering  

Sharon Loomis Corr  
December  19, 1940- October 15, 2017 

Because I Could Not Stop for Death 
By Emily Dickinson 
 

Because I could not stop for Death, 
He kindly stopped for me; 
The carriage held but just ourselves 
And Immortality.  

We slowly drove, he knew no haste,  
And I had put away 
My labor, and my leisure too, 
For his civility. 

We passed the school, where children 
strove 
At recess, in the ring; 
We passed the fields of gazing grain, 
We passed the setting sun. 

Or rather, he passed us; 
The dews grew quivering and chill, 
For only gossamer my gown, 
My tippet only tulle. 

We paused before a house that 
seemed 
A swelling of the ground; 
The roof was scarcely visible, 
The cornice but a mound. 

Since then 'tis centuries, and yet each 
Feels shorter than the day 
I first surmised the horses' heads 
Were toward eternity. 

Sharon Loomis Corr ,76, of Syracuse, New York,  has died 
following  an extended hospitalization related to multiple 
critical health issues. When it was apparent that her  physicians 
had done all that could be done,  she moved to palliative care. In the 
closing days of a well-lived life, she was grateful to the many people 
from the horse world that  reached out to thank her for the efforts she 
had made over many years to bring about an end to the abuse of the 
breed she loved, the Tennessee Walking Horse. Sharon  was a 
remarkable life force, capable of  laughing, in the  days before her 
death,  about the ridiculously enormous  size of a bouquet of flowers 
sent to cheer her by a friend. As Dickinson wrote, death kindly 
stopped for her because even in the last days, Sharon  was still living. 
A plain- spoken and pragmatic Yankee, with a wicked sense of humor 
and a Sophie Tucker voice, Sharon told her sister, Pat, that she was at 
peace and   ready to pass over the rainbow bridge. There, she fully 
expected to  see, not only family members, but also her beloved horses, 
cats,  and dogs that had gone before her over the years,  

For those who did not know Sharon, she was advocating for  the sound 
horse before there was such a thing as a recognized “movement”. Her 
mother, an avid horsewoman, instilled  a love and respect for horses 
in Sharon  who  never wavered in her resolve that action must be 
taken to end big lick cruelty and abusive flat shod practices. She  
could always be depended upon to help whenever  there was any    
idea that would promote the natural horse. She did this for years 
behind the scenes.  When the computer entered her life,  she talked, or 
so it seemed, to the immediate world, networking with people about 
what was going on and what needed to be done for the horses.    She 
was always busy; always energized; always happy to give information 
about the breed and to promote it; always willing to work whenever 
someone needed a hand. She was generous with her knowledge, her 
time, and her  resources. She also  loved to show a good horse.  

In declining health and never one to complain,  Sharon had slowed 
down a bit but  mention a worthwhile  project and the drive of the  

the  coach  she had been during her career,  surged up, 
ready to take the floor and trounce the opposition. She  
had hoped to live to see the PAST Act enacted; that was 
not to be, but she did make a difference with  her life.  

She  was one of the first to come out in support of both 
the crusading  Steppin’ Out newspaper and  FOSH; was a 
sponsor and attended the first North American 
Championship in Denver, Colorado, something she said 
she had waited a lifetime to see; helped find funding for a 
UC Davis study on soring in walking horses and worked 
diligently in congressional outreach. She   supported 
NWHA when it first began, was a mainstay of the NYS 
Horse Association, and drummed up enthusiasm for the 
Walk- on- Washington, first envisioned by the   All 
American Walking Horse Alliance. 

When asked, she found good  homes for walking horses in 
need of them  and couldn’t  resist helping  any animal 
that required her care and love.  Continued on p. 27       
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Equestrian Handbook of 
Excuses: For Riders That Just 
Don’t Feel Like It Today is the 
first book written by Heather 
Wallace.  
  
As equestrians we are united by 
our love of horses. But let’s face 
it. Whether you own, lease, or 
borrow sometimes you don't 
feel like riding. This short, witty 
booklet pokes fun at the 
excuses we tell ourselves when 
we are struggling with 
motivation. Further, it provides 
the perfect collection of excuses 
for you to tell yourself or your 
trainer that perhaps you have 
not yet used!  
  
It makes a perfect stocking 
stuffer or humorous gift for any 
equestrian. 
 
 
Published by Water Horse 
Press.  
Copyright 2017. All rights 
reserved. 
 
$2.99 US Ebook 
$7.95 US Paperback 
 

2

 
 
 
 
 
 
Available from all online 
booksellers, including 
www.amazon.com, 
www.blurb.com, and iBooks. 
 
 
 
 
 
About the Author 
 
Heather Wallace is a certified 
equine and canine sports 
massage therapist and co-
owner of Bridle & Bone 
Wellness LLC.  After working 
for 12 years in the publishing 
industry, she changed careers 
to fulfill her dream of working 
with animals. In addition to 
her small business, Heather is 
the writer and editor for her 
blog, Bridle & Bone, which 
focuses on horses, dogs, and 
holistic wellness.  
 
In less than a year Bridle & 
Bone was awarded Top 100 
Pet Blog by Feedspot, the 
Blogger Recognition Award, 
and has been nominated for 
the 2017 Equestrian Blogger 
of the Year.  ## 
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My 
journey into gaited dressage started 
six years ago when my 
Thoroughbred, Mambo, came up 
lame the day before a show. 
Despite taking some dressage 
lessons on my Paso Fino, 
Seabreeze Savaje Vaquero 
(Cowboy), most of my attention had 
gone to Mambo in preparation for 
the show. Cowboy and I did two 
intro level tests and were awarded a 
43% and 45%. 

 I was planning on 
competing in dressage with Cowboy 
at some point, just not so abruptly. 
To me, those scores were a starting 
point. By the second show, we were 
better prepared, continuing to take 
dressage lessons and practice the 
tests. Cowboy and I improved our 
scores to the low 60’s, but the best 
part of that show was all of the 
people who came to the ring to see 
the Paso Fino perform dressage. 
That year, we did a few more 
schooling shows and entered our 
first musical freestyle competition.  

  

3(+C%'(D+%1%E1+#%!,*#F%GThe best part 
of our second show was all of the 
people who came to the ring to see a 
Paso perform in dressage. “ Druga 
remembers, shown above practicing.  
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Jumping In Head First 

Our Struggles 

 As with training any horse for 
dressage, Cowboy and I have had our 
bumps in the road. Because Cowboy is 
naturally nervous and carries tension 
through his jaw and top line, relaxation 
was and is one of our biggest hurdles. It 
took lots of lessons and practice to teach 
me to use my body correctly and him to 
engage his hind end while maintaining a 
relaxed consistent corto. 

 It was tough finding an 
instructor who could help with the 
dressage training on a gaited horse. The 
traditional dressage trainers didn’t know 
what to do with the corto. The woman I 
regularly took lessons from did a great 
job coaching and helping me, but she had 
was not used to gaited horses, and 
preferred to work with us in a trot. 

How We Overcame 

 To be successful, I continue to 
take dressage lessons and practice on my 
own. I incorporate ground work, 
especially long reining, in the training to 
keep Cowboy’s mind fresh, to introduce 
something new, and to reinforce what he 
has already learned. 

While dressage is the main 
focus of my training with Cowboy, we 
participate in a variety of activities. At 
our barn, Ro-No Ranch in northeastern 
Pennsylvania, there isn’t one specific 
discipline, and we practice trail 
obstacles, jumping, and mounted 
shooting. We compete in extreme 
cowboy races and gymkhana classes. I 
also started riding with a garrocha pole, 
which is traditionally used to herd cattle 
in Spain and Portugal.  

It was through garrocha that I 
met Patrick King. Two years ago, I 
participated in one of his clinics to make 
sure I was using the proper technique. 
Because he understands both dressage 
and the Paso Fino horse, I continue to 
ride with him as often as I can.  

Cowboy and I regularly 
compete in dressage shows, riding 
classic, western, and gaited tests. We 
only participated in local shows until I 
discovered North American Western 
Dressage (NAWD) where tests can be 
ridden and recorded at home and 
submitted online for judging.  

In August of 2017, we 
traveled to Missouri to participate in 
NAWD’s Festival for the Horse, four 
days of clinics and competition. After 
competing in a variety of classes, we 
came home with the title of Versatility 
Champion in both the Open and 
Gaited divisions.  

We will continue to practice 
and compete, to advance as far as we 
can go.  ## 
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FOSH Directory 
Gaited Clubs 
 
Southern Comfort Gaited Horse Club 
www.gaitedhorseclub.com 
Southern Comfort promotes activities highlighting the smooth 
ride and versatility of all gaited breeds. Pursuits include trail 
riding, competitions, shows, exhibitions, clinics and many other 
equine activities. The club promotes horse safety and friendship 
for all that are interested in horses. Owning a horse is not a 
requirement. 
SCGHC is based in southwestern Idaho and is a flat shod 
exclusive club with members contributing and supporting various 
interests using sound, natural horses. 
 
Chesapeake Plantation Walking Horse Club 
The Chesapeake Club is celebrating 26 years of promoting the 
versatile, naturally gaited, horse. As a member of the Maryland 
Horse Council, we have been the voice of the gaited community 
and through demonstrations, clinics and guest speakers, a 
resource for other disciplines to learn about the gaited breeds in 
our region. Members enjoy monthly trail rides, newsletters, 
parades, clinics, social gatherings, and friendly help. We 
welcome all breeds, riding styles, and experience levels from 
beginners to professionals. cpwhclub.wordpress.com or 
jacquiecowan@comcast.net 
 
Breeders 
 
Summerwind Marchadors and Future Foal Breeders 
http://futurefoal.net or call Lynn @ 602-999-3915 
Plan for your next lifetime partner!  Come breed with 
us!  Offering frozen semen (12 stallions in 2017) or reservations 
for Future Foals “do Summerwind” The Marchador is Brazil’s 
national horse, harking from Iberia, but bred there for 
200 years.   Expect to be impressed! 
 
Missouri Morgans 
Easy gaited in color. Rare gaited Morgans located in the Heart 
of America near beautiful Lake of the Ozarks, 
www.missourimorgans.com for photos, videos and available 
horses. Talk to Jim or Vali Suddarth at 417-286-1954 or e-mail 
vali@dam.net 
 
Trainers 
 
Bates Gaited Horses 
(FOSH 2010 Trainer & Breeder of the Year) 
Nya Bates, Melba, Idaho 83641 Phone: 208-559-2755 
www.batesgaitedhorses.com Training and gait repair of all flat 
shod gaited breeds for pleasure, trail, hunting, and field trial 
uses. Will travel to do clinics, lessons and individual 
education/work and train horses. Sales of well -bred young stock 
and gaited, educated, willing mounts.  
 

Sharon Loomis Corr continued from  p. 24 

Preceded in death by her husband, Harry, Sharon is 
survived by her sisters , Pat Chapman and Mary Jane 
Walker,  her brother,  Keith Loomis , a niece Gwen 
Thompson, her son, Joe Corr and her pets at her 
home.    She included in her immediate circle of  
“horse friends”,  the friend of her heart, Sandy Cooper, 
as well as Janet Metz, Viv Graves,  Cherie Beatty, 
Pauline Stotsenberg, and Kris Quaintance.  She  was 
also  a member of the  Genius Group, determined 
women who were  active on behalf of the walking 
horse,  and quietly  instrumental in achieving  
successful  initiatives like research into  swabbing  as 
a means of detecting chemical use on horses that later 
became standard in USDA inspections and advocating 
for an increase in funding for the USDA for 

inspections.  More recently minted 
activists and advocates will never 
know how much Sharon contributed 
over many years to the effort that 
brought the problem of the sore horse 
to the public’s attention, to work for 
legislative change,  and to  create 
positive opportunities to showcase the 
natural horse.  She will be missed.  

Sharon supported a variety of animal 
related charities. Her preference for those 

who wished to honor her memory  was that donations should 
be made to the sort of non-profits  that she supported in life.       
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Most riders understand why teaching the horse to lower its head and neck and 
elongate over the top line is essential – it is the lateral bending that is often 
disregarded and misunderstood. Correct lateral bending simply gives the horse’s 
back the ability to move more freely. The architecture of a well-balanced horse is 
built through suppling, sidestepping and rhythmic bending exercises. 
 
Moving the ribcage slightly laterally in how correct lateral work is created and 
formed between the rider’s legs. The rib cage swings from side to side as the 
horse produces any gait. Thinking of it as a “pulse” is another way to describe the 
motion, as riders need to understand the timing of how the ribcage moves on 
every stride, so the rider can work with that timing, instead of against it – this 
creates wonderfully supple horses and allows for correct laterally work.  
 
Understanding the rib cage motion is also the key to knowing where each hind leg 
is, in the sequence of each gait. 
Because the spine can be manipulated into motion in so many ways, the head, 
neck and shoulders play an essential role in unblocking the back and ribcage to 
move more fluidly. In USDF language, the horse should be able to “flex at the 
poll”. This is a slight turning of the skull to the inside, with level ears, that causes 
a horse to use more of the muscles of the upper neck and less of the muscles of 
the lower neck and shoulders. When the lower muscles are working, the sternum 
at the front of the rib cage is pulled down and actually prevents the back from 
moving freely.  
 
Rollkur, for instance, makes the horses use the lower neck and chest muscles 
more, so horses trained extensively in this have oddly developed neck and chest 
muscles, and the hind legs tend to travel more out behind. Physiologically, the 
real menace of Rollkur is the length of time spent making the horse do this. 
Muscles simply spasm from being in a locked position for too long...same is true 
for the old “hold and drive”. 
 
So the bending goal, ultimately, is to change the bend quickly under the saddle, 
easily,  and in correct rhythm. This, for instance, allows for fluid corners, as the 
rider prepares and curves the horse’s spine to assume the same arc as the corner. 
Obviously, initiating all the lateral work of shoulder-in, haunches-in and half pass 
all flow more freely when the horse curves its spine evenly from poll to sacrum. 
And, flying changes are the result of a quick change of bend under the rider’s 
body – the ribcage comes up and the spinal curve changes under the saddle from 
one side to the other and the horse changes leads. 
 
These are just some thoughts for understanding why we bend horses. Regardless 
of the riding discipline, correct bending enhances the athleticism of our equine 
partners! ## 
 
Editor’s Note: Holly Mason is the author of It’s Never Too Late, available at 
www.dressagebydesign.com  A specialist in equine biomechanics as the subject relates to 
performance in horses, Ms. Mason, who lives in Rhode Island,  also gives clinics by 
arrangement.   

Consistent curving 
of the horse’s spine 
creates fluid leg 
yielding. 
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By Dianne Little  

     Gaited riders from Missouri, Tennessee and Pennsylvania participated in the first 
annual NAWD (North American Western Dressage) Festival for the Horse cosponsored 
by FOSH and held at Von Holton Ranch, Mora, MO, August 9-13, 2017.  A nice array 
of gaited breeds participated including the Tennessee Walking Horse, Rocky Mountain 
Horses, Kentucky Mountain Horse, Missouri Fox-Trotter, and Paso Fino.   

     FOSH IJA Judge and board member, Alece Ellis, presented the gaited and non-gaited 
instructional sections of the Festival clinic.   Following a discussion of the history and 
purpose of dressage, Alece challenged the riders to focus on the foundation of the 
dressage training scale - rhythm and relaxation!  After spending time developing a 
rhythmic and efficient walk - all participants remarked that work at the walk was more 
difficult and tiring than they had imagined!     
 
     A unique opportunity was given to all Festival participants riding dressage tests as 
part of the Festival competition.  Participants were allowed to ride a "Fix-A-Test" prior 
to competition.  During the "Fix-A-Test" the judge (Alece Ellis judged all dressage tests 
- both gaited and non-gaited) provided "real time" suggestions for improvement as well 
as to confirm work that was done well.  Riders new to dressage competition, as well as 
seasoned competitors, took advantage of this unique learning concept. 
Julie Druga-Lamberton and her Paso Fino, Cowboy, showed dramatic 
improvement.   During the individual clinic work and when riding her individual 
dressage test, Julie struggled to release tension in her body to allow Cowboy to use his 
body in a fluid and athletic way.  That body tension melted away during Julie's freestyle 
dressage test as she used music and the garrocha pole.  Once Julie became "one with the 
pole" her body tension evaporated allowing Cowboy to relax his back and demonstrate a 
balanced corto and beautiful bend through his body!   

It was a classical  example of symbiosis between horse and rider!  Marvelous! ## 
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 The festival featured hands-on learning 
sessions and demonstrations by well-
respected clinicians at Van Holten 
Ranch, a 300-acre equestrian paradise in 
the “Gateway to the Ozarks.” Newly 
honed skills were put to the test in 
competitive in-hand and riding events; 
social events, including trail riding, 
campfires and parties filled free time, 
too. 

Renowned horseman Dan James of 
Double Dan Horsemanship headlined 
the Festival for the Horse; he taught 
attendees about canter with confidence, 
bareback/bridleless riding and lead 
changes. Other clinicians included 
Michaela and Amanda Lane of Double 
Lane Horsemanship, Alece Ellis, Julie 
Slater and Brandy Van Holten. 

“The Festival For the Horse was a 
fantastic demonstration of people 
coming together to bring good 
horsemanship principles to all,” NAWD 
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President Jen Johnson said. “It was great 
to see the mutual respect and camaraderie 
shown between clinicians who 
demonstrated different aspects of 
horsemanship but worked together to 
make sure that the learning experience was 
good for everyone.” 

NAWD has long promoted horsemanship 
and personal growth—while keeping the 
horse’s welfare foremost—as part of its 
pioneering virtual shows. The Festival for 
the Horse brought learning out of the 
computer and into the real world, while 
helping friendships forged over social 
media blossom into even deeper 
relationships. 

“Many of the people at the festival were 
individuals that I have worked with 
utilizing the power of online technology 
but have never met in person. It was great 
to have this opportunity to meet and work 
with these people face to face,” Jen said.  
## 

All for the Horse 
 By Jessica Hein 

Education, horsemanship and fun 
took center stage to create a 
memorable equine experience at the 
inaugural Festival for the Horse 
hosted by North American Western 
Dressage and Friends of Sound 
Horses. Participants spanned the 
gamut of age and experience, hailing 
from Canada, Texas, Pennsylvania, 
Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Kansas 
and Missouri. The Festival was 
worthwhile for everyone in 
attendance.  

calendar of events 2017 

November 
 

9-12 Equine Affaire 
West Springfield, MA 
Contact: 603-555-1212 

lhhstevens@yankeewalkers.com 
 

10-14 Connected Riding 103 - Diane 
Sept 

Culpepper, VA 
Contact:  goebelkr@comcoast.net or 

dianesept@aol.com 
509-937-2970 

 

10-12 Larry Whitesell clinic 
Cave Creek, AZ 

Contact:  Lynne, 602-300-6177 
lbombinski@cox.net 

 

25 Manassas Battlefield Turkey Gait 
Ride 

 
Chesapeake Plantation Walking Horse 

Club 
Contact:  Jacquiecowan@comcast.net 

 

December 

1-3 Larry Whitesell clinic 
Crowley, LA 

Contact:  Eddie, 337-303-5759 
Coacho45@hotmail.com 

8-10 Larry Whitesell Clinic 
Live Oak, FL 

Contact Barbara 850-673-9579 
Barbarajb14@earthlink.net 
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By Denise Parsons 

GAIT, Inc. is  very pleased to announce 
that Cloverdale Pride & Honor aka 
“Sophie”, a registered Tennessee 
Walking Horse mare, has successfully 
completed her first Conditioning Distance 
Ride (CDR).  The ride was held in late 
September  at the Fair Hill Natural 
Resources Area in Maryland.  The Fall 
Chesapeake ride was sanctioned by the 
Eastern Competitive Trail Riding 
Association and hosted by the 
Chesapeake Trail Riding Club, Inc.  
Sophie was trained, conditioned and 
ridden by Elizabeth Farina of Clarity 
Riding in Davidsonville, MD. 
 
Sophie is a remarkable mare.  As a first-
time competitor at the age of 17, just 
completing a ride at this level is an 
accomplishment.  But when you take into 
account the circumstances and hurdles 
she faced leading to this weekend, it’s 
even more exciting.  Sophie had lots of 
strikes against her in the eyes of some of 
the traditional distance-riding enthusiasts.  
She is an older mare who was not 
previously fit for distance riding and not 
experienced in the sport; she is a gaited 
horse; and mostly, just a few months ago, 
she was sitting in a kill pen, another 
unwanted horse that almost fell victim to 
the booming business of horse slaughter.   
 
Sophie arrived at the rescue in January of 
2017  after a group of private individuals 
pulled together to sponsor her purchase, 
quarantine, transport and first 90 days of 
care.  The rescue agreed to take her after 
speaking with a representative of the 
group.  She arrived directly from a kill 
buyer in Lebanon, Pennsylvania,  and 
was placed in 30 days of quarantine.  She 
was then allowed to just relax, 
decompress and be a horse until March.  
Her initial evaluation under saddle in 
March showed a very stressed and 
nervous horse, and while clearly trained 
to ride under saddle, she was very tense, 
forward, and untrusting of humans.  Her 
experience had been very traumatic for 
her.  We decided she needed more time to 
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decompress and would then need 
additional training before being offered 
for adoption. 
 
Fast forward to August…  We received 
a call from one of our trusted training 
partners, Elizabeth Farina of Clarity 
Riding.  She was looking for a horse she 
could work with and condition for the 
upcoming fall Distance Rides and 
wanted to know if GAIT, Inc. had any 
horses that might work.  We instantly 
thought of Sophie and her real journey 
began.  Elizabeth had a lot of work to 
do.  In just over a month, she would 
need to work with Sophie, build her 
trust, confidence, and fitness level to 
make the September event.  And that 
she DID!  Sophie proved to be an apt 
student, instantly taking to Elizabeth’s 
quiet and patient training approaches 
and enjoying the trails.  She showed 
time and time again that she was a very 
capable horse on the trails and had the 
mind and spirit to enjoy her new job 
training for this event.  She confidently 
led group rides while still being 
agreeable to following when needed.  
She did everything asked of her without 
apprehension and progressed very 
quickly.   

The big day arrived, and Sophie was 
ready.  She was fit, relaxed and 
confident.  She completed the 15-mile 
ride by leading her group across the 
finish line.  She did well at the 
veterinary check points, eating and 
drinking during the ride when offered, 
her pulse rate came down at acceptable 
levels during the check points and her 
pace was within expected times for the 
event.  While the 15-mile CDR was not 
a judged competition, completion of the 
full ride is considered a huge 
accomplishment.   

Sophie, with the help and support of the 
rescue and her trainer and rider, has 
shown the equestrian community that a 
horse does not have to be a young horse 
bred for the sport to still be successful 
and happy in the job.  This older mare is 
strong enough to hold her own against 
much younger competitors.  She 
demonstrated that gaited horses are an 
excellent choice for these rides with 
their willing attitude, amazing work 
ethic, ground -covering walk, smooth 
natural gaits and beautiful canter.  And, 
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most importantly, Sophie has proven 
that just because she was unwanted 
by a previous owner, that she is just 
as valuable and capable as any other 
horse when placed in the right hands 
and given the opportunity to show 
her true self and shine as the 
SUPERSTAR she is.   
 
Sophie is currently available for 
adoption through Gaited Advocate 
Intervention Team, Inc. with an 
approved Adoption Application and 
Contract process, which includes in-
person interviews and riding 
evaluation between potential 
adopters and Sophie.  Other amazing 
gaited horses of all ages are also 
available through GAIT, Inc.   

Above: Sophie, shown here  at 
the kill pen,  is one of the lucky 
horses that got a second chance. 
She’s since proven that care and 
training equal a new lease on life.  

Want to help other horses find their 
Superstar Status through GAIT, 
Inc.?  Please consider a tax-deductible 
donation, or visit our Facebook page, 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Tac
k4GAITedRescue/ to view some of the 
great donated items that have been 
offered for sale to benefit the rescue.  
Monetary donations can be made via 
PayPal to GaitInc@verizon.net or by 
mail to Gait, Inc. 14515 Chrisman Hill 
Dr, Boyds, MD  20841.  GAIT, Inc. is 
a 501(c) (3) horse rescue based in 
Maryland with a national presence.  
To learn more about the rescue, 
Sophie and our other adoptable horses, 
please visit www.gaitrrr.org or like 
and follow us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/GAITRRR
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Type of Membership (check one) 
 
Annual:   Single ___$30   Annual Family ___$50    Annual Youth <18 ___$20      Lifetime__$600 
Organization Membership  (for your gaited horse club or association) ___ $50 
 
Please print neatly 
 
Name: _____________________________________________Address____________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________State: ________________________Zip: _________________ 

Phone: _____________________________________ 

E-mail: ___________________________________________ 

Breed of Horse(s)____________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional donations __$20  ___$30  ___$40  ___$50  ___Other $__________ 

Total Enclosed: $____________________ How did you hear about FOSH? ________________________  

This is What We Do, because 
this is Who We Are!  

From the start FOSH has been about 
challenging the way things have always 
been done.    We’ve done  it with an 

independent streak. 

So, have  you  renewed your FOSH 
membership? 

Have you recommended FOSH to a 
friend or volunteered to assist when 

your help was needed? 

Did you give a gift membership or make 
an end of year tax -deductible donation 
to help promote FOSH Principles and 

Events? 

Do any of these things in 2018 and be 
uplifted in the New Year.   

Doesn’t It Feel  Great to Make  a 
Difference? 
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In Conclusion:  Across the Years and Around the World, the Rocking 
Horse Remains a Child’s Ticket to the Gift of Equine Adventure 

At year’s  
end, 

wishing 
you an 

abundance 
of good 

things this  
holiday  
season! 
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Above: More elaborate than the average 
rocking horse, this museum piece, originally   
made for Crown Prince Karl XV of Sweden in 
1830, features a genuine horse hair tail and 
mane, classic tack, including an elaborate 
curb bit, and shows the canter pirouette 
position, all mounted  on a gilded rocker base, 
ready to be ridden in the royal nursery.  

How many riders began their life- long love affairs with the horse after spending happy hours on the backs of their 
first mounts stabled in their rooms? It’s impossible to know, but countless is probably the right answer.  Modern 
parents still hide these mini- mounts under Christmas trees today. In an era of digital this and plastic that, where the 
storyline comes built into the toy, the rocking horse remains, not only a way to teach balance, but also to let a child’s 
imagination run free. For a start, the rocker  doesn’t come with a prepackaged name and identity. The child gets to 
name it and where the horse travels is up to the fantasy world that the rider envisions each time he or she mounts up.    
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The continental  rocking horse did not start its gallop 
through life as a  simple child’s toy but as  an assist 
during the Age of Chivalry to teach children to play 
and practice jousting games. The earliest known 
example of the rocking horse with boarded sides, a 
log body, and two rockers,  belonged to King 
Charles I of England and was made around 1610.  
Historians believe that the horse was intended to 
help the then small prince strengthen his legs, which 
had been weakened by rickets. Stick  horses, 
however, existed in  Persia and in Greece as early as 
400 B.C.  as we know from existing examples.  

Originally, rocking horses were not for the children 
of the poor but for the nobility and the gentry.  They 
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functioned as training aides for children  to learn to sit 
a horse, keep their balance, and have the illusion of 
speed,  until they were actually able to start riding 
lessons on the real thing.   

The 18th century brought bow -shaped rockers while 
the  popular dapple-gray color began to appear in the 
late 18th and early 19th centuries. Although most of 
the horses of the time were made of polished wood, 
hand constructed by master artisans, some examples 
were also covered in animal hide.  

When widespread  immigration came to the 
Americas, the rocking horse, too, crossed the pond. 
Although Europe continued to be the source for 
quality rockers, selling at  exclusive stores like 
Harrods and Selfridges, many horses were also hand 
crafted in the Americas.  Eventually, nursery horses 
were mass- produced during the Industrial Revolution 
and became available to the average person.  The 
horses came to be called hobbyhorses, although, 
technically, a hobbyhorse was simply a  stick toy with 
a horse’s head that could be ridden by placing the 
stick between the child’s legs.  (The Hobby Horse 
was also once a popular breed in Ireland and this may 
be how the rocker got its name. )  

An  American created a safety stand for the rocking 
horse in 1880;  but,  while the stand was patented in 
England, for some reason the patent was never 
renewed when it expired.   This meant the  smooth, 
glider type base became more popular than the rocker 
type, which, with energetic rocking, also tended to 
tip- over.  The glider version also took up less room, 
important in 20th century  homes that weren’t castles.  

Whether antique, custom made, or simple versions 
made of pine from a local crafts -fair , as long as there 
are children,  the rocking horse will endure and will 
become a family heirloom, building a love for horses 
that will likely  outlast both the original rider and the 
original reason for the gift.  

The Rocking Horse was inducted into the National 
Museum of Play in 2004, a long overdue honor.   ## 


