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“…If  we see cruelty or wrong 
that we have the power to  
stop and do nothing,  we 
make ourselves sharers in 
the gu ilt . “ 

Anna Sewell  in B lack Beauty 
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Spotted Saddle Horse Magic’s Patch of Genius, proudly 
presented by junior rider Alex Hurt, was a rock star at 
the Fair Society Show.  For more about Alex and 
Magic’s accomplishments, check out page 10. 
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By Lucy Rangel  

The Missouri State Fair Society Horse Show of 
2017 was like “déjà vu’ all over again”. Our gaited 
journey began at the 2014 Missouri State Fair 
Society Horse Show. No, wait, go back a year, to 
the Gary Lane Clinic at Bridle Ridge Acres in 
Hillsboro, MO, in 2013.  Continued on page 16  
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To promote all “sound”, naturally 
gaited horses, with a specific 
emphasis on Tennessee Walking 
Horses. (In this context, sound means 
not “sored”.)   

Importance is placed on education, 
regarding the humane care for the 
emotional, mental and physical well-
being, training, and treatment of all 
gaited horses.  

FOSH will only support flat shod or 
barefoot horses, and will never 
endorse any event that uses stacks 
and/or chains as action devices, or 
any mechanical, chemical, or artificial 
means to modify the natural gaits of 
the horse.  

 

FOSH focuses on three areas for 
gaited horses: 

1). educating people about sound 
horse training principles 

2). supporting sound shows, events 
and activities 

3). working to end soring.  

 

FOSH is a 501(c) (3) non-profit 
organization. All donations are tax 

deductible to the extent permitted by 
law.  Your donation to support the 

FOSH mission is needed to advance the 
goals set forth by FOSH in conjunction 

with its formal mission statement. 
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Publication Information  
Subscribers:  The Sound Advocate is a benefit of membership. To ensure that 
you receive your issues, be sure that your e-mail address is current. To change 
an e-mail address contact dunhamanita@gmail.com  
 
Submission of Articles, Calendar Dates, News and Photos:  Send to 
tbippen1957@yahoo.com Information must be received as a WORD document. 
Photos may not be embedded in text and must be submitted as jpeg format, 
minimum of 300 dpi. The deadline for each issue is the 15th of the preceding   
month when the issue is to be released. Submissions will not be accepted after 
the deadline but may be carried over to another issue. Submissions will not be 
returned to the submitter. 
 
Advertising: All ad payments must be made out to FOSH and mailed to 6614 
Clayton Rd. #105, St. Louis, MO 63117. All advertisements must be paid in 
advance by check, money order, or credit card. Advertising rate discounts are 
available. See the Rate Card in this issue.  
 
Ads will be accepted in pdf or jpeg formats. Text will only be accepted in WORD. 
Microsoft WORD documents with photos embedded in the text will not be 
accepted. Photos must be e-mailed separately at 300 dpi. Camera-ready ads are 
e-mailed at 300 dpi.  
 

Since 1998, FOSH has been the 
only national organization 

dedicated to the promotion of the 
sound gaited horse, emotionally, 
mentally, and physically; to fair 

competit ion; to humane 
treatment, training,  and 

education, regardless  of gaited 
breed or discipline. 

Publication Guidelines 

The Sound Advocate is a digital publication 
published bi-monthly by Friends of Sound 

Horses, Inc.  Reproduction of any article is 
prohibited without the express written 

permission of FOSH.  

FOSH accepts unsolicited submissions but 
reserves the right to edit any and all 

submissions for content, style and space 
constraints.  FOSH further reserves the 

right to refuse advertising for any reason.  

At no time shall the publisher’s liability 
exceed the total cost of the revenue from 
advertising in the issue involved in any 

dispute.  

All show suspensions and show results are 
printed as they are received from the 

reporting agencies. FOSH does not 
guarantee their accuracy. 

FOSH does not endorse the content of any 
advertisement in this publication, nor does 

it warrant the accuracy of any 
advertisement. Readers are urged and 
cautioned to use due diligence and to 

thoroughly research, including asking for 
references, before following through with 

any transaction.  

FOSH does not endorse any trainer, 
educator, clinician, style of natural 

training, tack or horse equipment to the 
exclusion or preference of any other. Each 

horse is an individual and may respond 
differently to particular methods.  

Articles published by FOSH reflect the 
views and opinions of the writers and do 
not reflect, necessarily, those of FOSH.  
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Dear FOSH Friends, 

I am on an equine HIGH!  It started in late June when I began riding at o’clock early before heading to 
work.  It continued with the Missouri State Fair that was a wonderful and enjoyable event with 
beautiful, sound, horses and owners.  Most were FOSH members with whom I always enjoy 
visiting.  Some I have known for a very long time, and others are more recent acquaintances.  The 
camaraderie shared at FOSH shows is not always evident at other shows, which is another reason why 
I enjoy FOSH shows.  Everyone helped each other, and even rode each other’s horses.  

One could not ask for a better horse show venue with the air conditioned Mathewson Exhibition 
Center, great soft footing, live organist and a very nice amount of cash winnings (over $9,500).   The 
judge, Rick Evans, is a FOSH IJA judge and the DQP is licensed with FOSH, Lisa Harris.  Both were 
professional, warm and friendly, and exhibitors appreciated their welcoming attitude.  I am also happy 

2

to report that there were 141 entries, which is significantly more than the MO State Fair big lick shows in the past.  In 
2010 and 2011, there were 79 entries and in 2012, there were 36 entries (the championship classes were all cancelled 
as the USDA paid a visit).  There are more stories (and photos) about the State Fair in this issue so please keep 
reading.  More importantly, mark your calendar for August 2018 to show at the Missouri State Fair Society Horse 
Show.  The show takes place before the state fair so there are plenty of camping spaces, plenty of stalls, lots of hotel rooms, 
no traffic and no waiting lines at Sedalia restaurants—actually, it is quite peaceful. 

Another HIGH was attending the Festival for the Horse at Von Holton Ranch in Mora, Missouri.  FOSH partnered with 
North American Western Dressage (NAWD) to offer learning experiences (Western Dressage, Long Reining, and Six Feet on 
the Ground, Ranch Horse) to attendees, which included both gaiting and trotting horses.  The Dressage Freestyle with a 
Paso Fino brought tears to the eyes of those in the audience.  We will have our story and photos in our next issue so stay 
tuned; however, I will add that if you get the chance to become involved with NAWD, do not hesitate one minute—they are 
awesome horse-loving people who are bringing dressage to many people around the country with their innovative strategy 
of allowing members to submit videotapes of their test rides. 

I especially want to point your attention to the article, "Now That's A Walking Horse" which is a new type of horse show 
that two FOSH Executive Advisory Council members (Kirsten Kuzmanic and Pauline Stotsenberg) are introducing this 
autumn.  We're especially grateful for the grants from HSUS that allow us to pilot a new strategy when showing 
horses.  There is a mix of exhibiting, natural horsemanship and dressage in a comfortable, relaxed environment at two 
lovely locations in the West—Arizona and California.  If you have been missing horse shows, please take a close look at what 
these two FOSH leaders developed and consider doing the same for your area.   Also, don't forget that FOSH IJA is a 
wonderful resource for selecting a judge to work with you to develop this type of show. 

Before closing, please mark your calendar for September 23 for the “Time to Ride” event at the National Equestrian 
Center in Lake St. Louis, MO.  FOSH is partnering with GaitWay Horse Association and the St. Louis National Charity 
Horse Show to provide free horse rides to 1,000 children.  FOSH recognizes the importance of introducing youths to horses 
at a young age so we are joining other groups across the U.S. to offer this opportunity to families to come out and meet and 
ride horses.  Several FOSH Board and EAC members will be volunteering and we would love to meet you.  If you want to 
volunteer that day, meet a FOSH member or would like more information, don’t hesitate to contact us. 

Happy Autumn Trails! 

 

Teresa 
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USEF ADOPTS NEW PENALTIES FOR EQUINE WELFARE CASES  

While TWHBEA continues to seat HPA violators on its governing board, 
legitimate organizations are concerned and committed to animal welfare 
practices. On Tuesday, July 25, the US Equestrian Federation (USEF) Board of 
Directors unanimously approved recommended guidelines for the USEF horse 
welfare and safety penalties. These guidelines are not mandatory but rather 
meant to advise the USEF Hearing Committee in the types and ranges of 
penalties to render in horse welfare and safety cases. 
  
At their meeting this past January, the Board of Directors requested a review and 
evaluation of the penalties issued in welfare-related cases. The resulting analysis 
determined that previously imposed penalties in horse welfare and safety 
violations were no longer sufficient in today’s cases. 
  
As such, penalty guidelines that reflect the severity of the violation were 
recommended to, and approved by, the USEF Board of Directors. In the event 
that a member violates any of the rules governing horse welfare and safety, and 
this violation ends in a hearing before the USEF Hearing Committee, it is 
recommended that any subsequent penalty issued should be appropriately 
severe. Horse welfare and safety violation is one of the most egregious 
violations under the USEF rules. 
  
The USEF amended penalties related to the following violation categories to 
help govern the actions of members. 

• Excessive use of whip or spurs and improper use of bits 
• Illegal equipment 
• Cruelty, abuse, and neglect, including deprivation of water and feed as 

well as striking with an object and intentional death 
• Death and maiming – includes acts in which the death of a horse 

occurred but was not intended 
• Intentional death for financial or other means  

“We are committed to ensuring the safety and welfare of our horses and 
providing a safe and fair competition environment to all of our members and 
their equine partners, allowing them to experience the joy of horse sport,” said 
USEF CEO Bill Moroney. “Our members have demanded we impose stiffer 
penalties and offer stronger protection for our horses’ safety and welfare. We’ve 
been working on these for over a year, and they are certainly applicable in light 
of our duty to protect our equine partners.” 
  
Under the guidelines, one cannot be reinstated in the USEF membership after 
killing a horse. A Hearing Committee Panel may determine that the facts and 
circumstances of a specific case and may call for the imposition of penalties 
above or outside of a penalty range. Examples include, but are not limited to, 
prior rule violations, egregious misconduct, the need for increased deterrence, or 
certain policy considerations. The USEF puts the welfare of horses at the 
utmost of importance and encourages the reporting of abuse, negligence, 
and mistreatment through the safety and welfare reporting system. Equine 
abuse cases may be called or emailed into the office, or submitted online, here.  
# 
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To finish is to win in this most 
challenging of rides. This year 
competitors familiar to FOSH, a young 
gentleman junior rider, and a woman 
with a lovely spotted saddle horse, all of 
whom were riding gaited horses, gave a 
good account of themselves by finishing 
and earning Tevis belt buckles.  The 
stats are from the Tevis Website. 

Jakob Gregory, (#143), a junior rider 
from Paradise, California, finished the 
ride in 89th place. He partnered with his 
palomino mare, Foxfires Little Britches. 
The game entry is 17.5 years old and 
stands at 14.30H. 

Kelseyville, California’s Brenna 
Sullivan (#71) brought Ebony’s Blue 
Sky, a walking horse mare, to the 86th 
position in finishing the ride.  The blue 
roan competitor stands 16H and is 11.27 
years old. Sullivan is also a FOSH 
award winner in the distance category.  

Representing Spotted Saddle Horses, 
RSV Horse with No Name (Tonka), 
worked with rider Annette Phillips 
(#98) to bring in a finish in 88th place.  
The striking tri-tobiano gelding is 11.40 
years old and stands at 15H.  The team 
hails from Granite Bay, California.  

Completing the gaited finishers was 
Lora Wereb (#63). Wereb, of Santa 
Barbara, California, has an amazing 
story with her 19.51-year-old mount, 
Spin Out Merlin (Merlin), a 15.1 H, 
black, walking horse gelding.  Wereb, a 
cancer survivor, and Merlin, a rescue, 
were featured in a story in Sound 
Advocate last year in their first Tevis 
cup.  The pair finished this year in 69th 
position, the best of the gaited horses. # 
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During the recent show, all eyes were on the eye-catching 
team of Hot off the Press, better known as Moose, and his 
enthusiastic rider, 52-year-old construction contractor, 
Darryl Vehige.  The energetic pair hails from Winfield, 
Missouri.  According to Darryl, Moose has ‘owned’ him, 
(not the other way round) since 2009 when they met and 
bonded at a FOSH Regional Show held in Columbia, 
Missouri.  

Now 13- years- old, the 16.2 H double registered Spotted 
Saddle/TWH gelding was raised and trained by Vicci Eaton, 
also of Missouri. Eaton one of the original IJA judges.   

Darryl had not ridden since he was a teenager when Moose 
adopted him seven years ago.  Moose was the Missouri 
Horse Shows Association High Point Spotted Saddle Horse 
for 2012 and 2013.  He has been the champion 2 and 3 gait 
spotted saddle horse and model/halter horse champion in 
several regional/national lite shod championships. He was 
the SSH champion at the Missouri State Fair in 2015, and 
the SSH grand champion in 2016 and 2017.  He has been 
the SSH breed rep at several demonstrations and is a 
favorite "lead line" horse for kids.  He is also an 
experienced trail horse, and has a gentle demeanor to match 
his smooth gaits. ## 

 
 

 
FOSH Sound Principles 

 
 

Principle #1 
 

All FOSH events adhere to the requirements of the Horse Protection Act. 
 

Principle #2 
 

Horses are to be treated with dignity, respect, and compassion. 
 

Principle #3 
 

Horses must be presented as sound in both body and mind. 
 

Principle #4 
 

The preferred way of going is natural, correct, and without exaggeration. 
 

Principle #5 
 

Shoeing is intended only for the protection of the foot and its structure.  
Barefoot horses are both welcomed and encouraged where practical. 

 
Principle #6 

 

Handlers & riders are expected to use training techniques and equipment that 
conform to the highest humane standards as recognized by the general 

equestrian community.  
 

Principle #7 
 

Exhibitors have a duty to conduct themselves in an orderly, responsible,  
and sportsmanlike manner. 

 
 

FOSH is a national leader in the promotion of natural, sound gaited horses and in the fight against abuse and soring 
of Tennessee Walking Horses. For more information about FOSH or to become a member, 

 please visit www.fosh.info or call 1-800-651-7993. 
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In the first confirmed case of West Nile virus in 
the state of Virginia since 2015, a Saddlebred was 
euthanized because of the severity of its 
symptoms.  Dr. Joe Garvin, head of VDACS’ 
Office of Laboratory Services, told the public that 
West Nile is usually preventable through active 
vaccinations programs.  The majority of WNV 
cases present in August and September.   

In Kentucky a second case of WNV was 
confirmed on July 27. The victim was an 18-year-
old Walking Horse mare.  

This year exceptionally heavy rains in many areas 
of the country have resulted in ideal breeding 
conditions for both mosquitos and ticks, 
contributory to Lyme disease in people and 
equines. Although the normal course for 
vaccination for West Nile is two loading doses, 
followed by yearly boosters, in areas of heavy 
mosquito presence, horse owners are advised to 
consider vaccinating every 6 months. The 
mortality rate for horses diagnosed with West 
Nile virus is over 30%. Talk to your vet about 
your vaccination program and follow that advice. 

B,-U*,%+(,3%)(3(H*)*3/%/*203&\5*'%2(3%0*6U%
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•         Eliminate any mosquito-breeding habitats by removing 

all potential sources of stagnant water, such as in 

unused troughs, wheelbarrows, ditches and tarps.  

•         Hang fans throughout the barn where horses are 

stabled, as mosquitoes avoid moving air.  

•         Clean and empty any water-holding containers on a 

weekly basis.   

           Put livestock safe mosquito dunks in water tanks to prevent 

mosquito development.  

•         Apply insect repellent and/ or bring horses inside from 

dusk to dawn during peak mosquito feeding hours.  

^)U-,/(3/%70&3H'%/-%Z3-G%(+-5/%:FX%

! In 2016 across the USA, 377 cases of WNV were reported, an increase of 
152 cases from 2015. July through October is considered peak mosquito 
season for most of the USA.  
 
 

! When properly vaccinated, horses are 30 times less likely to contract 
WNV. 

West Nile does not always lead to signs of illness in horses. For horses that do 
become clinically ill, the virus infects the central nervous system and may cause 
symptoms such as loss of appetite and depression. Other clinical signs may 
include fever, weakness or paralysis of hind limbs, impaired vision, ataxia, 
aimless wandering, walking in circles, hyper-excitability or coma. For more 
information see: What Horse Owners Should Know About West Nile Virus. 
Pennsylvania’s West Nile Virus Control Program website. 
http://www.westnile.state.pa.us/animals/horses.htm 

 

 



 

 
8 

September/October 2017 Sound Advocate 

 

2(!34*(5'6!7$1#!84$09!:(41#(*!;49!

By Ann Jamieson 
  
From the Midwest to the Northeast, this has been a bad 
year for hay, and rain is the culprit. Rain is always the 
question mark: it seems either there is not enough of it, or 
too much. From the drought we’ve experienced the past 
few years we’ve now gone to rain that appears every day or 
two. And while rain makes the grass grow, it also ruins the 
hay. 
  
Some farmers have not managed a single crop of hay yet 
(in July). In Vermont there are areas that had rain for 25 
out of 30 days in May. How do you make hay under those 
conditions?             
             
Even if you start on a beautiful, sunny day. by the time you 
are half way through cutting the hay, rain may be drenching 
the newly cut stalks. Or you get it all cut, but by the time you 
get home it is pouring. 
 
In my area (the Northeast), although it varies, it generally 
takes about three days to cure hay. That would be in normal 
weather. If you luck into blistering hot days and high winds, 
the hay can be baled after two days.  
             
After the hay is cut, it’s time to ‘ted’ it. A tedder lifts the hay 
and spreads it out to allow it to dry faster and more evenly. 
Here at Eastern Hay, we ted our hay three times after it is cut.  
 
On the final day, the hay is raked into a “windrow” so that the 
baler can come through and bale and process it. A windrow is 
piled high so that the wind can blow through it and complete 
the drying process. Within an hour after the hay is raked into 
windrows, the baler comes through, creating bales of 
hay.             

On the West Coast, the process is a lot simpler. The dry 
climate eliminates worries about rain, with irrigation 
keeping the grass watered until it is time to cut it. This 
system produces hay with a lot more color in it. On the 
west coast it isn’t even necessary to ted the hay. After 
raking and baling it is good to go. This allows the hay to 
be cut and baled in only two days. 
             
East Coast hay often is a lot less green in color because 
moisture in the form of rain degrades plants, knocking 
down its nutritional value. When you cut your lawn, it 
turns brown. So when you cut hay you ted it, in order to 
get the moisture off the stalks by letting the wind go 
through it. 
             
Because of the crucial timing required to cut hay and let 
it cure properly, farmers on the East Coast become very 
dependent on weatherman, and are constantly consulting 
weather reports. Our favorite here at Eastern Hay is Joe 
Bastardi at Weatherbell Analytics. 
             
This season’s weather makes it particularly important for 
you as a horse owner to be very particularly picky about 
the hay you buy. 
             
If you go to your local guy who grows hay, you need to 
do some detective work as the hay may be compromised. 
With rain every other day (or every day!), it’s hard to 
find hay that hasn’t been compromised. Be sure to ask 
the grower, “Was the hay rained on?”  
             
And rely on those all-important barometers of good or 
bad hay: your senses. Does the hay look good, fresh and 
green? Or is it brown inside (the outside of the bale may 
be yellow or brownish due to sun bleaching), or do you 
see telltale white puffs when you open a bale? Stick your 
nose in it (not if you see the puffs of mold of course!). 
How does it smell? Like a dirty, wet basement? That’s 
mold. Fresh hay smells, fresh…like grass. Feel it. Is it 
stalky; are there prickers, dust, or other extraneous 
material? If it feels rough in your hands, how will it feel 
in your horse’s mouth? Good hay has a fine texture, 
feeling soft in your hands. In addition, it has a high leaf 
to stem ratio, as the majority of the digestible nutrients 
are found in the leaves. 
 

So where do you find good, uncompromised hay, in this 
toughest of seasons? That’s where a hay broker like   
Eastern Hay comes in.   A broker has the reach that many 
local hay growers and suppliers don’t have. They can pull 
hay from many states, giving   a broad edge in finding a 
source of quality hay for your horses. If this year’s weather 
has created problems where you normally buy hay, a hay 
broker is here to serve you with top quality hay that is 
not compromised by this season of endless rain. For 
info www.easternhay.com; easternhay@yahoo.com 
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       The bronzed giant with the gentle soul and the willing heart, Champagne Watchout, crossed 
over the rainbow      bridge on July 17.  He was 23- years -old. At the time of his death he was 
owned by trainer and walking horse judge Jennie Jackson. By Champagne Lookout out of 
Walkin Bay Lady, he had sired, according to TWHBEA records, 57 offspring.  

 Watchout first came to the notice of the larger equine world when, after two years of 
contentious legal wrangling, The Celebration was finally forced to allow the huge flat shod 
stallion to enter the annual show against built-up horses, first in a qualifying class where he was 
ridden by Jennie Jackson, and then in the big stake itself, where he was ridden by 15- year- old 
Natalie Blue Jackson. (Photo right) Although the 
Jacksons were roundly criticized by many in the walking 
horse establishment for their “stunt”, the purpose of the 

entry in 1999 was to demonstrate to the biggest audience at a walking horse 
show exactly how far the breed had come from its stated purpose and also to 
show the difference in the gaits exhibited by a naturally going flat shod horse 
when compared with the big lick entries on display.  The Celebration went so 
far as to ensure that the “official video” of the class did not include Watchout, 
but the people who saw the stallion glistening under the spotlight that night 
never forgot the impression he made. He set other Celebration records, too. 
Watchout was the first entry whose co-owner was an African -American and 
whose rider was the first juvenile and the first African -American to ride in the big stake class.   Continued on page 11 
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Saying Hello Again at the State Fair 

Sound horse owners and FOSH members were pleasantly 
surprised to be saying “Hello” again after a break from 
several years ago.  In 2013, FOSH President, Teresa 
Bippen, held a FOSH Fundraiser clinic with Gary Lane in 
Hillsboro, MO.  One of the participants was a young lady, 
Alex Hurt, who brought her Spotted Saddle Horse mare, 
Magic’s Patches of Genius, to the clinic.  Alex had broken 
from the family tradition of riding Quarter horses; however, 
Magic was having a few challenges with pacing, and Alex 
wanted to show Magic in local shows.   

So, Alex and Magic attended the FOSH clinic and 
participated in all of Lane’s clinic exercises to help Magic 
overcome pacing.   In fact, this was the same clinic that 
FOSH member, Lucy Rangel, attended to gain a better 
understanding on getting better gaits from her horses.  Fast 
forward 4 years and when Alex saw the notice about the 
Missouri State Fair on the FOSH Facebook page, she 
decided that she and Magic were ready! 

Teresa, Alex and Carolyn, Alex’s mother, enjoyed 
becoming reacquainted at the Fair and it was a very pleasant 
surprise when they all recognized and remembered each 
other from 4 years ago.  Alex worked very hard all Summer 
to prepare for the State Fair— riding 2 hours daily while 
holding down two jobs:  one in a Dressage barn and another 
as a cook at a local restaurant—Alex is only 16.   

Alex’s hard work and FOSH clinic knowledge paid off!  
Alex‘s list of State Fair accomplishments include: 

• Country Pleasure, 2 Gait Youth—First 
• SSH Light Shod 2 Gait—Second 
• SSH Western Pleasure 2 Gait Youth—First 
• Open Gait Breed Country Pleasure 2 Gait—Second 
• TWH SSH Mare Halter—First 
• TWH SSH Halter Championships—Reserve 
• Open Gait Breed Country Pleasure Youth 

Championships—Grand 
• SSH Two Gait Light Shod Youth Championships—

Grand 
• Open Gait Breed 2 Gait Country Pleasure 

Championship—Grand 

 

FOSH could not be more proud of this sound horse young 
lady who learned sound and showed sound.  

Congratulations Alex Hurt!  ## 
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:(/20-5/ continued from page 9 

Over the years Watchout continued to show his versatility. In 
2010 he was exhibited at the World Equestrian Games in a 
gaited dressage demonstration; in 2012, at the age of 18, he 
won the Western Riding Versatility Course class at the 
TWHBEA World Versatility Show, turning back the efforts 
of 18 other entries; he became a popular model horse and 
pranced on the shelves of many young collectors.   With his 
passing, an important player in the ongoing drive to remove 
pads and chains from 
walking horses in the 
show ring is now part of 
the historical record.  

Condolences are 
expressed to all who knew 
and loved this special 
horse and to those who 
trained him to become an 
ambassador for the breed. 
He will be remembered as 
the stallion who could and would do whatever he was asked 
to do and was gentle enough that a child could and did ride 
him under the lights of the big oval in Tennessee.   ## 

Link:  https://stlhorseshow.com/time-ride-
event-introduces-children-joy-riding/ 

The St. Louis National Charity Horse Show 
Presents: Time to Ride®, a FREE event open to 
children ages 3-14 years accompanied by a 
parent or legal guardian with a signed liability 
release.  The purpose of the event will be to 
introduce children to the joy of equestrian sports by 
giving them a riding experience. Additional 
activities will include a horse breed demonstration 
held twice during the day and a petting area with 
horses, donkeys and ponies. 
 
Date: September 23, 2017 
Time: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Location: The National Equestrian Center 
Children with helmets (loaners provided on site, or 
parent/guardian may bring) will be allowed to ride 
horses / ponies at a walk while being led by an 
experienced handler and accompanied by the parent 
or legal guardian in an enclosed arena. 
 
This event will be held indoors and concessions 
will be available. Representatives of local barns and 
equine programs will be available to discuss riding 
lessons, horse leasing, horse ownership, and answer 
any questions children or adults may have about the 
wonderful world of horses and ponies and the 
various horse and pony breeds. FOSH coloring 
books and crayons will be available at coloring 
tables set up for children.  
 

Child riders will be accommodated on a first come, 
first serve basis with line tickets being issued 
starting at 10 a.m., rides starting at11 a.m. and are 
limited to the first 1,000 riders. Donations to 
the St. Louis National Charity Horse Show, a 
501(c)(3) organization, will be gratefully 
accepted but are not required to ride. 

Sponsored by: American Horse Council, 
GaitWay Horse Association, and Friends of 
Sound Horses 
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When I begin teaching people how 
to teach their horses, I ALWAYS tell them 
to begin with the softest feel they can get. 
Lightness is the key to success in getting 
your horse where you want it. If we begin 
at a place that is too heavy or with too 
much pressure, the horse doesn’t have 
anywhere to go back to. What I mean by 
this is; begin as light as possible and add 
pressure slowly and as soon as the horse 
tries, release quickly. We must be more 
ready to release the pressure than to 
continue with the pressure. We must 
anticipant the slightest movement and give 
the horse release. 

This applies to any pressure and 
release movement we are working with; 
whether it is yielding the hindquarters, 
turning the frontend, going sideways and 
the backup.   

When I begin teaching a horse to 
yield from pressure, I ALWAYS begin on 
the ground. Teaching the pressure and 
release in this manner you have a better feel 
and also you are able to use more vision 
than you would sitting in the saddle. It is a 
concept you are teaching the horse. It’s not 
a technique or method but a concept that 
the horse will quickly understand.  

Let’s look at the concept of 
teaching your horse to backup, from the 
ground then we will get in the saddle. The 
halter I use is made of !” rope. The !” 
rope will put enough pressure on the 
horse’s nose without too much effort, only 
when needed. Remember we are aiming for 
lightness. The lead rope is a yachting braid 
nylon rope and a heavy brass clip. This 
combination gives a quicker release than 
does a cotton lead rope. 

We’re going to be doing two 
different movements, at this time, from the 
ground. There are more but these two are 
the most important. 

First you will hold the rope about 
6” from the clip as you stand on either side 
of the horse facing toward the hind 
quarters, So, if you are on the left side of 
the horse you will have the rope in your left 
hand. Now, pick up on the rope and push it 
toward the horse’s chest, using light 
pressure. If there isn’t any movement add 
slightly more pressure. Add pressure until 
you get the lightest try then release quickly. 

2

Each time begin with the lightest amount 
of pressure. 

Next, place the palm of your 
hand, right or left, on the horse’s nose. Put 
your thumb and middle finger on the facial 
nerves that run along the horses’ face. 
Now begin to add pressure on these nerves 
in the same manner as you did with the 
halter. Be sure to release immediately at 
the slightest try.  

These two tasks will help to teach 
the horse to move back off the slightest try 
when you’re in the saddle. 

Now let’s transfer these concepts 
to the saddle. If you have taken your time 
in teaching your horse to back using the 
concepts named above, your horse should 
begin to understand quicker in the saddle. 

Teaching a horse to back when 
we are in the saddle is the same concept as 
we use from the ground. We begin with 
lightness and add pressure slowly as we 
need. When you get the slightest try, 
release the reins quickly. 

Now to try and give you a step-
by-step process you can visualize. Whether 
you use a bit, a hackamore or something 
else, this applies to all. 

You’re in the saddle; pick up your 
reins-one in each hand with them, not real 
tight, but to where you have contact. 
Remember, we are teaching…not making, 
BIG difference. At this point, you will hold 
the reins with your thumb and index finger 
with slight contact. As you add a finger to 
the reins you will be adding more pressure. 
Again, I can’t emphasize enough, take 
your time. It will pay off.  

As you add a finger you will be 
adding a little more pressure. If you have 
added all the fingers you are now holding 
the reins in your hand, slightly pull back 
and hold. Lock your elbows by your side 
and hold.  You should have enough 
pressure that the horse is trying to figure 
out how to get out of the pressure but he 
isn’t fighting to get out. If he is fighting to 
get out, he’s not thinking how to get out. 
And if too much pressure is added too 
quickly the same will happen.   

Continues on page 13 
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You add pressure slowly so the horse 
can think what it needs to do to get away from 
the pressure. When you get the slightest try in 
the right direction, quickly release the reins. 

 
Remember; ALWAYS start in the 

beginning, every time. Not just the first time but 
every time. When your horse gives you a try 
and you release, begin again in the beginning. 

 
Good luck with teaching your horse, I 

hope you end up with a good back- up. 
 
Remember----The Softer Feel…  
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13124 Carter Road 
Athens, AL 35611 
www.JimSwanner.com 
Enjoying Horses through 
Communication 
256.874.6781 
Host 'All About 
Horses' radio 
WKAC 1080 AM 
(Streaming at 
www.WKAC1080.c
om) 
 
 President -
  Alabama Horse 
Council 
 
Owner K-I-N 
Stables - Horse 
Boarding Facility 
 
Natural Horsemanship Sessions Available 
one-on-one or groups 
Available for Clinics 
 
Speaker, Clinician 
Writer for: The Valley Star; The Star 
Sportsman newspapers 
Horse and Ranch Magazine 
Personal 
pagewww.facebook.com/jim.swanner.9  
 
Professional www.facebook.com/JimSwanner 
          www.facebook.com/jimswannermedia 
    www.facebook.com/jimswanner.kinstables 

 

Autumn is Trail 
Time 

Remember the first rule of the 
trail: Avoid Accidents. Then, 
keep these other tips in mind:  

Make sure your horse has the 
temperament and training for riding 
on congested trails or in company 
 
 
Advise other trail users of your 
horse’s temperament, e.g., a horse 
with a tendency to kick should always 
wear a red ribbon in the tail.  
 
Obey posted speed/gait limits. Avoid 
cantering or galloping on busy trails. 

Know your horse’s limitations as well 
as your own. Don’t over-face your 
horse. Don’t take the expert trail if 
you aren’t one.  

When riding over private land, leave 
gates as you find them.  Obey all 
closure and regulatory signs you find 
on the trail.  

Let other trail users know when it is 
safe to pass your horse and announce 
your own intention to pass. Pass on 
the left, always at a walk, and leave 
sufficient room between horses.  

Remember to keep an eye on safety, 
obey land stewardship rules, be 
courteous, and wear all the right 
ribbons:  
Red = Kick 
Green = Novice 
Blue = Stallion 
 
Always STOP and WAIT for a 
dismounted rider, no matter what the 
reason.  Ride at the level and speed of 
the least experienced horse and rider.  
 
Nominate a trail boss, even for small 
groups and listen to him or her. Make 
the length of your ride appropriate for 
the hours of daylight that are 
available.  
 
Keep your cellphone on you, not 
attached to your saddle.   
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the World of Horses and Riders  
News continues on page 15 
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MARYVILLE, Tenn.- After three years, the 2.1 million dollar lawsuit 
filed against the Blount County SPCA (BCSPCA) by Attorney Rob White, 
representing the owners of horses seized as part of a felony animal cruelty 
case against Larry Wheelon and two of his associates, has been voluntarily 
dismissed by the plaintiffs. The firm of Ellis and Ellis represented the 
BCSPCA and its officers.  White had represented Wheelon in the original 
felony animal cruelty case that resulted in the seizure of the horses.   

The original case against Wheelon also   ended in a dismissal after the judge 
ruled that the search warrant that allowed law enforcement onto the property 
had been incorrectly executed. The documented evidence of cruelty was 
never heard in court when   Wheelon walked free.  

Most recently Wheelon has been charged in Fentress County, Tennessee, 
with neglect.  Law enforcement was called to the scene of a pasture 
allegedly rented by him and his long time client Rodney Koger after 
Wheelon failed to pay his rental costs.    The field   was filled with 
emaciated horses; at least one dead horse was reported on the scene. The 
disposition of this case has not yet been publicized.  White is also the 
attorney of record for Wheelon in this matter. ## 

$-,'*%#0-G%4(32*66*=%%

ARAB, Ala.- A 25- year- old 
walking horse show featuring big 
lick horses, scheduled for mid July, 
has been cancelled. According to an 
article that ran in The Arab Tribune, 
the cancellation was planned for 
several months before the actual 
announcement took place.  

The Tribune reported that Arab’s 
mayor and the new director of parks 
and recreation for the small southern 
town had discussed the viability of 
continuing with the show, which had 
shown declining entries. In 2016 
only 53 entries turned out at what 
was intended to be a fundraiser for 
the Parks and Recreation 
Department.  

While the USDA has been present 
for the past three years at the Arab 
show, declining entries have also 
meant declining audiences and, 
consequently, a lack of sponsors.   
In the article, Eric Hayes, the 
director of parks and recreation, 
wondered why the USDA continued 
to come to the Arab show, saying 
that they had asked the [USDA] 
question but never got an answer.  

The show, however, is not 
permanently cancelled. Mayor Joslin 
said the city would wait and see 
what happens to the industry, adding 
that the show was dying but they 
didn’t want to see it die altogether.  

!*=*,(6%b5=H*%J56*'%1H(&3'/%#0*,)(38'%&3%!&3(6%12/%
J*'56/&3H%.,-)%/0*%#*&P5,*%-.%1+5'*=%$-,'*'%7,(&3*=%+;%
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In a decision filed on June 14, 2017, in the US District Court for the Western 
District of Tennessee, Western Division, Case No. 16-02625 with Kelly Sherman 
and Beverly Sherman plaintiffs, v, State of Tennessee; HSUS; Fayette County, 
Tennessee; Julie McMillan, individually; Michael Dunavant, individually and in his 
official capacity; Mark Davidson, individually and in his official capacity; Robert 
“Chip” Burns; Jamie Estepa Burns; James Estepa: Cindy Estepa; United States of 
America; John Does A, B, and C and Jane Does, A, B, and C, defendants, the 
torturous legal proceedings resulting from the seizure of horses belonging to the 
Sherman’s, involved in the Jackie McConnell case that made national news 
on ABC’s Nightline, has finally come to an end. Continued page 20 
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WASHINGTON, D.C.- The HPA Case 
Docket # 13-0365, 13-0366, filed on 
September 23,2013 by the USDA, 
represented by Brian Hill, Esq., of the 
Office of the General Counsel, against 
respondents Howard Hamilton and 
Patrick Thomas, both well-known 
trainers of flat shod horses shown within 
the traditional walking horse industry’s 
ranks, represented by Alicia A. Napier, 
Esq., formerly associated with the late 
John Norton’s Shelbyville based law 
practice, has finally come to a 
conclusion.  

The case alleged that Hamilton and 
Thomas had entered two horses, Don’t 
Tread on Me and A Magic Stroke, in two 
separate competitions held in 2012 while 
both horses were sore.  As is common in 
these cases, the proceedings dragged on 
for almost 5 years before reaching a 
Decision and Order in favor of the USDA 
and against the respondents.  

Chief Administrative Law Judge Bobbie 
J. McCartney noted in the findings that 
she had contacted Ms. Napier on June 2, 
2016 to move the case along after 
multiple withdrawals of counsel and 
continuances and the respondents’ failure 
to show cause why a Decision and Order 
should not be entered on the record in 
this matter. 

An order was issued on July 7, 2016 
directing the parties to submit proposed 
pleadings for their respective positions, 
including evidence. The Respondents 
complied on Sept. 2, 2016 and the 
Complainant complied on Sept. 6, 2016. 
That same July order directed the parties 
to “engage in good faith settlement 
efforts to resolve the matter, the ALJ 
hoping that after the exchange of 
pleadings and seeing the evidence in the 
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case the parties would have a more 
realistic basis to resolve the issues in 
dispute through settlement.  A year 
later no settlement had been reached 
and the ALJ moved forward using the 
means of Decision and Order on the 
record.  

She found that in both cases the 
Respondents had failed to rebut the 
statutory presumption that the horses 
were sore.  

In the case of Don’t Tread on Me, the 
ALJ made note of VMO Dr. Clem 
Dussault’s 26 years of experience 
interpreting the Horse Protection Act 
and noted that the inspection 
procedures he used are based on over 
40 years of HPA enforcement.  

The Respondents argued that they had 
been “told” by another USDA VMO, a 
Dr. Hammel, that the VMOS had been 
instructed to enforce the “scar rule as 
written”, which they asserted was 
different from prior practice by the 
USDA.  This assertion was not found 
to be convincing.  

Dr. Dussault’s findings in a sworn 
affidavit included “raised cords of 
tissue (scars) extending from the 
pocket area (of the pasterns)” up, going 
both medial and lateral along the 
pasterns.  

The Respondents further asserted that 
Dr. Dussault improperly inspected the 
horse, based on “palpation”, which 
they contended was inadequate to 
support a finding that the horse was 
“sore”.  

Citing Black’s Veterinary Dictionary’s 
definition of palpation, the ALJ found 
that the definition of the technique in 
combination with the context of Dr. 
Dussault’s affidavit and other 
corroborating evidence of record was 
sufficient to support the VMOs 
findings.  

Continued on page 35     
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WASHINGTON, D.C.- After a 
surprise vote in the House of 
Representatives that voted against 
an amendment that would have 
prohibited the funding of USDA 
vets to inspect equine slaughter 
facilities, thereby opening a path to 
slaughter horses once again in the 
United States, the Senate voted 
against such funding.  Because of 
the different results between House 
and Senate, the bill will have to 
find a compromise position before 
it is sent on to the president for 
signature.  Because of the strong 
showing in the Senate, it is 
anticipated that the anti-slaughter 
language will be present in the bill, 
which is finally presented for 
signature.  

In the senate the bi-partisan effort 
to defund slaughter was led by Tom 
Udall, D-NM. and Lindsey 
Graham, R-SC. and fellow 
committee members Christopher 
Coons, D-DE., Susan Collins, R-
ME, Dianne Feinstein, D-CA., Jack 
Reed, D-RI., and Jeanne Shaheen, 
D-NH.,  all of whom  cosponsored 
the amendment. 

While HSUS worked tirelessly to 
gather support for the anti-slaughter 
position, others   such as Protect the 
Harvest, a pro-slaughter advocacy 
group, also associated with 
prominent exhibitors in the 
performance walking horse world, 
have consistently lobbied for 
language that would allow funding 
for USDA inspectors to resume. 
Representatives of Protect the 
Harvest have ties to the USDA’s 
Secretary of Agriculture leading 
back to his nomination for the job.   
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Above: With sponsor banners circling the arena, sound horse advocates filled the 2 Gait English/Western Championship class with 
nicely presented entries and showed the State Fair Board that offering a real pleasure show is a pleasure indeed.    
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By Lisa Harris, FOSH DQP 

The Missouri State Fair Society 
Horse Show starts off two 
weeks of celebration of the 
best that Missouri has to 
offer. This year’s show 
started on the evening of 
August 1st with a full range 
of classes for Tennessee 
Walking Horses, Spotted 
Saddle Horses and other 
gaited breeds (which are 

often rescues or rehab 
projects who have passed 

through horse sales without their 
breed registration papers.)  I was both honored and 
privileged enough to be selected as the DQP for this 
show and took the opportunity to not only ensure that 
only sound horses were being admitted for competition 
but also be an ambassador for FOSH. 

I took the opportunity to explain to a third year vet 
student and the Missouri Animal Welfare agent why 
these horses require inspection and the steps that FOSH 
has taken since I joined in 1998 to help eradicate soring 
from the show world.   Continued on page 17 

!566%4&,26* continued from page 1 

No, wait, go back ANOTHER year, to FOSH Regionals 
in Lake St. Louis in 2012. That’s when I got to know 
Nya Bates, who was ring stewarding while I was 
organizing trophies and ribbons, and playing music. I 
had been helping at horse shows in various capacities 
for over ten years, all the while longing to be out there 
with one of my homegrown Walking horses. 

A year later, when FOSH sponsored the Gary Lane 
Clinic at Hillsboro, I talked Nya into traveling to 
Missouri and driving the truck, hauling two of my 
horses, Misty and Possum, to the clinic. Great trainers 
never stop learning, and regularly take clinics with each 
other. Nya wanted to attend a Gary Lane Clinic, and I 
had never taken a horse to any clinic. While there, one 
young lady who struck me as a great future horsewoman 
was “Alex” (Alexandra Hurt). She seemed really “into” 
it, and was already gaining knowledge by leaps and 
bounds.  Continued on page 27 

 

 

 

Reunion: L-R 
Misty, Possum, 
and Magic, 
veterans of an 
earlier Gary 
Lane Clinic, all 
competed at the 
Fair.   
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I was also given the opportunity many times to have a conversation with officials involved in the horse show to address several 
myths that have been thrown around regarding sound horse advocates. 

  One of the talking points from the "performance" horse individual were that these flat shod folks were "showing the hair off their 
horses" by having them in multiple classes throughout the day.  She wasn't very pleased when I asked her wouldn't that be the 
TRUE definition of a performance horse?  

 These horses are often out on trail rides for as long as 20 miles and are extremely well conditioned athletes.  One horse that 
showed 8 classes on Tuesday evening hadn't even broke a sweat even though it was 88 degrees in the shade.  It was a familiar 
sight to see a horse come out of the ring to have one rider dismount and another mount up and go right back in.   

All of the horses were well muscled, of exceptionally good body weight and trained so well that they could be ridden by anyone 
who could stay in the saddle.  I was also entertained by the performance horse person's assertion that the padded horses were kept 
in great barns, had the best of care and treated better than most people treated their children.  She couldn't seem to grasp my 
concept that horses are herd animals and keeping them in stalls would be the equivalent of locking your child up in a closet for it's 
entire life.  

 She also didn't care for my comments that providing excellent care for an animal that belongs to you is a responsibility not a 
privilege, and kisses and carrots every day of the week don't make up for soring or pressure shoeing them for a blue ribbon.  I 
don't think I made an impression on her but she did continue to come back time and again with a vigorous defense of her preferred 
show mount.  

Our last conversation was regarding the difference between sound horse advocates and PETA.  Her assertion that we, the sound 
advocates, didn't want anyone to train animals or ride them or do anything other than let them be free caused me to pause a minute 
before responding.  She broke out in a Cheshire cat grin thinking she had won.  

I sat staring at her a full minute before I could tell her, no we aren't like PETA.  We want you to have a wonderful and glorious 
relationship with your horse that is based on trust and faith.  We want you to breed very selectively and don't be afraid to geld 
the stallions because geldings are truly gifted.  We want you to train humanely and work WITH your horse so that he can be 
the best possible horse, not a rigged- up abomination.  We want you to work together with your horse so that he can experience 
all the things that make horses such wonderful companions, not keep them tucked away in a stall and only bring them out like 
a present on Christmas morning.   

As my time in Missouri drew to a close, I asked her if she had 
noticed how much fun every living being was having at this 
show.  The competitors were always willing to lend a hand to 
another competitor, they loaned out saddles and riding coats and 
everyone hung out together long after the classes were over.   

Heartfelt congratulations to every winner and the judge, Honorable 
Rick Evans, who took time to interact and compliment practically 
every exhibitor. Those horses the performance lady was so 
concerned about  “the hair being ridden off”, never made a vet call 
and the show farrier didn't do a single shoe because a good number 
of the horses were barefoot.  There were no gate holds and there 
were plenty of riders that only had one person to help them get 
prepared.  She did finally concede that it was a good show with no 
drama like they had had in years past.  

To the 141 entries that were required to come through DQP, I 
would like to say thank you for having me.  I was thrilled to be 
there for you and to help some of the younger folks learn about 
taking a horse through inspection without fear.  I appreciate that 
you all brought well- trained, clean and sound horses up and I truly 
enjoyed celebrating your success.   ## 

Looking Great! A fine , sound, but sadly   unidentified 
western pleasure entry warms up. Photo by Vali 
Suddarth.  
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DUBLIN, VA. -  Sometimes 
what it takes is something as 
simple as getting a legislator, 
home for the 4th of July 
recess, to visit a barn and see 
for himself the difference 
between the way big lick 
horses move and the way a 
natural walking horse moves. 
It helps, too, if an owner can 
talk about her own 
experience in rehabbing a 
former big lick show horse 
and produce the evidence.  

Morgan Griffith (R- VA 9th 
District) is a convinced co-
sponsor of the PAST Act, 
H.R. 1847. He told a local 
television station, on site to 
capture his visit to Horizon 
Equestrian Center, that the 
PAST Act would close 
loopholes in the original 
Horse Protection Act signed 
into law almost a half 
century ago.  

Horizon Equestrian Center is 
a 30- acre facility that boards 
horses, all of which have 
normal gaits.   They walk 
and run without pain or 
without action devices or 
built -up or heavy flat shoes 
that also act as action 
devices and did it for the 
camera.  

Owner Deborah Ring told 
Congressman Griffith that 
her horse, Chance’s 
Awesome Gal, was once a 
victim of soring.  Ring was 
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adamant that the soring of 
walking horses and related 
breeds must stop. “The soring, 
the chains, the shoes, … they 
have to have just a natural gait 
like what we saw over there,” 
referring to the exhibition of a     
walking horse actually doing 
what comes naturally.   

Ring told Virginia’s WLS that 
when she got Chance’s 
Awesome Gal she was in so 
much pain it was difficult to 
manage.  She added that it took 
four months of careful ground -
work before she attempted to 
back the mare because she was 
so afraid.  

 

Above: Congressman Morgan 
Griffith, R-VA 9th District 

 

Griffith was quoted as saying, “ 
The training practice of soring 
makes the horse’s ankles sore 
and makes them pick up their 
feet more. Obviously, that’s 
cruelty to animals. It hurts them. 
“ The congressman went on 
record saying that he hopes to 
get more representatives to co-
sponsor the PAST Act and that 
he favors more direct 
monitoring of horses before they 
enter the show ring. ## 

On June 29, 2017 Bernadette Juarez, Deputy 
Administrator of APHIS-Animal Care, released an 
open letter to the management of horse shows, 
exhibitions, sales, as well as Horse Industry 
Organizations and Associations (HIOs), and the 
owners, trainers, exhibitors, and custodians of horses 
engaged in Horse Protection Act (HPA) covered 
activities. In it she provides a progress report on the 
efforts to strengthen the HPA inspection program, 
their working relationship with the industry, and 
HPA enforcement. 
 

She applauded the HIOs that have made refinements 
to their processes to achieve their new standards, 
including the updated inspection guidance intended 
to promote consistency throughout the entire 
industry. That inspection guidance was posted on 
their website, found here, along with videos that 
depict the inspection process. Bernadette Juarez 
ended her letter by acknowledging that “A consistent 
and thorough inspection process coupled with 
management’s commitment to fulfilling its 
responsibilities under the HPA are essential for 
ensuring exhibitors have clear expectations and can 
confidently present horses for inspection and 
participate in HPA-covered events.” 
Provides Horse Protection Act  
On March 30, 2017, Representatives Ted Yoho (R-
FL) and Kurt Schrader (D-OR) re- introduced the 
Prevent All Soring Tactics Act of 2015 (HR 1847) 
(PAST act) in the House of Representatives.   The 
American Horse Council and most national horse 
show organizations support the bill. The AHC urges 
all members of the horse industry to contact their 
Representatives and ask them to support the bill and 
become a co-sponsor.  
. 
For more information on the Horse Protection Act 
and the practices used to enforce it, 
visit https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus
/animalwelfare/SA_HPA. 
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It’s easy to get so wrapped up in your 
own small corner of the horse world 
that you forget that there are others out 
there who are watching what happens 
in the larger equine community. 
That’s not true for Denny Emerson, 
the proprietor, along with his wife 
May, of Tamarack Hill Farm, with 
locations in Strafford, Vermont and in 
Southern Pines, North Carolina, where 
Emerson’s winter work takes place.  

For more than 40 years Emerson has 
been a “name” in the sport of eventing 
and cross country riding; yet, he is 
also a complete horseman, one of the 
few to have won both a gold medal in 
eventing and in 2004 a Tevis buckle 
for completing the famous endurance 
ride.  The Chronicle of the Horse 
magazine also named Emerson one of 
the “50 Most Influential Horsemen of 
the 20th Century”.  

Emerson has more than a passing 
knowledge of the versatility of 
Vermont’s signature breed, the 
Morgan. He recently took to his 
Facebook page to talk about 
“enhancements” to the natural gait of 
the Morgan to increase its action for 
so-called park classes and other knee 
snapping performances.  In so doing, 
he started a conversation about 
weighted shoes and long toes that 
quickly morphed into comments from 
many readers about the big lick and 
heavy shod Tennessee Walking Horse.  
Would anyone be surprised that one 
irate poster told him that he should 
“mind his own business”?   

What followed was a lengthy string of 
comments; many from people living in 
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the states of Tennessee and 
Kentucky, about the abusive 
training and shoeing practices 
within the walking horse breed 
show fancy. It opened a 
productive discussion about 
shoeing from people outside the 
traditional walking horse 
audience.  

Tip: Be careful when you tread 
on a New Englander who has 
both credentials as an expert rider 
and a reputation for considering 
the well being of the horse, any 
horse, first. Emerson responded 
to those who objected to his 
comments about heavy shod 
horses in the best of all possible 
ways.  He used an x-ray view of a 
horse standing on a   stacked shoe 
(although not identifying it 
specifically as a big lick shoe) to 
make his point, writing:  

“When I posted something about 
how I felt that heavily shod horses 
were probably uncomfortable, a 
reader shot back an irate "mind 
your own business" reply, and 
stated that stacks were "just an 
"enhancement" of "natural" 
action." 
Well, this is a "stack." The top part 
is the actual hoof. The bottom part, 
held on by a pipe clamp, is the 
"enhancement" part. 
Reach your own conclusions. “  
 

 

Emerson has also been openly critical 
about the dangerous obstacles on modern 
cross -country courses and the resulting 
rotational falls that have resulted in 
deaths of horses and riders. He’s taken 
heat for his candor, too. Emerson, 
however, should earn a place in the heart 
of every believer in humane treatment 
because he wrote this:  

“There are lots of things that I 
accepted as OK 50 to 60 years ago, 
when I started riding Morgans, and 
started riding in events, that I don't 

accept as OK today, and I think 
anyone who can't look at a breed or at 

a sport over half a century and not 
change to a "kinder" more considerate 

way of thinking about what we ask 
those horses to do is either dumber 

than a fence post, or a severe hard ass 
who probably shouldn't have animals 

in the first place. 

I make no damn apologies to the 
people I offend if I think that what they 
do with and to horses is offensive to the 

horses. 

I made hundreds of mistakes, and did 
hundreds of things over the years, 

because of ignorance or ego or blindly 
driven competitiveness that I look back 
on and wish I could do over better and 

with more empathy for the horses. 

But, since I can't, what I can do is say 
what I believe now, and for those who 
don't like it, damn if I care. Go read 

some other FB page. “ 
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Our Forever Friends 
FOSH Lifetime Members 

Jo Anne Behling, Wauwatosa, WI  
Ester Bell  
Pamela Brand, Carlisle, PA  
Sarah Bushong-Weeks, Denver. CO  
Julie Church, Pagosa Springs, CO  
Mary & William Church, Pagosa Springs, 
CO Luella DeBono, Eden Prairie, MN  
Beverly Foster,  St. Augustine, FL 
 Nancy Gillespie, Pullman, WA  
Cristine Holt, Dubuque, IA  
Jane Howlett, Pocatello, ID  
Marty Irby, Semmes, AL  
Sue De Laurentis, Dripping Springs, TX  
Bobbie Jo Lieberman  
Dianne Little, Calgary, Alberta  
Debbie Locke, Mack, CO 
 Ann Loveless St. Robert, MO  
Patricia Mayer, East Aurora, NY 
 Maggie MacAllister, Staunton, VA 
 Janelle T. McCoy, Prague, OK  
Frank Neal, Nashville, TN  
Lori Northrup, Ellicottville, NY  
Anne Northrup, Ellicottville, NY 
 Shellie Pacovsky, Bienville, MT 
 Denise Parsons  
Anita Rau, Catlett, VA  
Debbie Rash, Chico, CA  
Southern Comfort Gaited Horse Club ID  
Bucky & Nancy Sparks, Cortez, CO  
Marcy Wadington, Canon City, CO 
 Leslie Weiler, Pagosa Springs, CO 
 Laura Wyant, Chesire, OR 
An Anonymous Donor 
Yankee Walkers of New England 
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The Sherman’s had, had success 
in lower courts with having the 
horses that they owned and which 
had been seized returned to them.  
During the detention period the 
HSUS had been responsible for 
their care, security and 
maintenance.   When the Sherman 
family attorneys    proceeded to 
sue the defendants in federal court 
for a variety of other claims and 
damages and costs, it proved to be 
a bridge too far.  

In a 56 page decision by Samuel 
H. Mays, Jr, federal judge, a 
resounding defeat was sent down 
.The following paragraphs give a 
capsulized version of the review 
of case which took five years to 
finally reach a conclusion.  
Comments in brackets [] are editorial    

Attorneys for the plaintiffs had 
introduced seven Rule 12 motions 
to dismiss the 4th Amended 
Complaint (the Operative 
Complaint of the Plaintiffs in the 
case) and also included the 
Sherman’s’ six motions to convert 
the Defendants’ Rule 12 motions 
into motions for Summary 
Judgment, as well as a motion to 
stay the action as to the United 
States, to be given time to exhaust 
their administrative remedies.   

In order to understand all the 
various motions filed by 
defendants and counter motions 
filed by the plaintiffs, a thorough 
reading of the case is required. It 
is available as a matter of public 
record.  

The core of the matter is that the 
Sherman’s alleged that on March 
1, 2012, federal and state agents 
arrested three horse trainers 
accused of abusing, or “soring”, 
horses at Whitter Stables (owned 
by Jackie McConnell), including 
the Sherman’s’ horses. The 
Sherman’s then alleged that they 
were unaware of and did not 
approve of the abuse of soring 
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their horses.  The Sherman’s then 
alleged that following the arrest, Julia 
McMillan, a USDA investigator, 
Directed state or county agents to 
seize the horses, turned them over to 
the HSUS, and transported them with 
the assistance of plaintiff Robert 
Burns’ assistance to a secret location 
in Rutherford County, Tennessee.  

From there, McMillan, Fayette County 
and the AG Defendants (Dunavant 
and Davidson, directed that the horses 
be transported by HSUS and Robert 
Burns to land owned by defendants 
Estepa Burns and the Estepas.   The 
Sherman’s allege that these defendants 
hid the horses from the Sherman’s and 
kept them under armed guard.  

The Sherman’s then allege that 
veterinarian John Bennett [who testifies 
for performance horse defendants 
frequently] examined the horses on 
March 5 and found that the horses 
exhibited no signs of injury or soring.  
From that point on the Sherman’s 
maintained that there was no 
justification for holding the horses as 
evidence in any criminal investigation.  

The Sherman’s further alleged that 
since March 1, 2012, the Defendants, 
“acting in concert and under state law” 
conspired to unlawfully hide, detain 
and wrongfully convert the plaintiffs’ 
horses, maintaining that the 
Defendants “conspired and acted in 
concert to use state law as a 
subterfuge to accomplish what they 
did not have the lawful authority to do 
under state and/or federal law.”   

There were numerous other claims 
against the Defendants for violations 
of federal and state constitutional and 
statutory law, including violations of 
the 5th and 14th Amendments of the 
U.S. Constitution and violations of the 
Tennessee Constitution. The 
Sherman’s also alleged violations of 
the Horse Protection Act, violations of 
Tennessee statutes governing 
enforcement of state cruelty to 
animals laws, and violations of 
Tennessee statutes governing criminal 
and civil and property forfeiture.    

Continued on page 21 
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The Sherman’s sought, according to the 
decision, to vindicate their rights under 42 
U.S.C section 1983 and requested relief to 
include:  1). An injunction prohibiting all 
defendants from interfering with the 
Sherman’s’ title and quiet possession of 
their horses; 2) compensatory and 
punitive damages, attorney’s fees and 
costs, payable by all Defendants, except 
the State.  (The Sherman’s in response to 
a motion to dismiss by the Defendants 
acknowledged that their horses had 
already been returned to them before they 
filed the Operative Complaint.  In 
response to the US Motion, the Sherman’s 
represented that their horses were 
detained until June 28, 2016, at which 
point they were returned to them, so any 
relief requesting the return of the 
Sherman’s’ horses was moot.)    

The Sherman’s filed their action in the 
Fayette County Circuit Court on May 16, 
2012. The original complaint named only 
three defendants, including the State and 
HSUS, and sought to challenge the 
potential forfeiture of the horses and the 
Sherman’s maintained that their horses 
had been confiscated without notice to 
them and held in violation of Tennessee 
state cruelty to animals laws.   

Jackie McConnell and his associates pled 
guilty on May 22, 2012 in U.S. District 
Court for the Eastern District of 
Tennessee to soring horses, including the 
Sherman’s’ horses, in violation of the 
Horse Protection Act.   The trainers also 
pled guilty to state animal cruelty charges 
involving the same horses on July 10, 
2013. On July 10th, the State filed an ex 
parte application for a forfeiture warrant 
for the Sherman’s’ horses.  The same day 
the Fayette County Circuit Court issued 
an ex parte forfeiture warrant and order 
placing the horses in HSUS custody, 
pending a final forfeiture determination.  

On August 9, 2013, the State filed a 
complaint for judicial forfeiture alleging 
that the Sherman’s and other affected 
owners had actual or constructive 
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knowledge that the trainers at Whitter 
Stables would sore and abuse for training 
purposes. [N.B.  At the time of the seizure 
Jackie McConnell was currently serving a 
federal suspension for violation of the 
HPA and had previously been involved in 
federal cases for violation of the HPA with 
the Sherman family on other horses.]  

The State asked that the horses be ordered 
forfeited and ownership awarded to the 
HSUS. The Sherman’s then moved to 
dismiss the forfeiture complaint as the 
State had failed to obtain it within five 
working days of March 1, 2012, as 
required by Tennessee Code.  The court 
then decided that the State, in taking 
possession of the horses had violated 
procedural requirements and the court 
dismissed the forfeiture complaint.  

The State appealed and on April 8, 2015, 
the Tennessee Court of Appeals, reversed 
the Circuit Court, finding that they had 
erred in granting the motion to dismiss 
without first requiring the Sherman’s to 
establish standing to contest the forfeiture.  
On September 9, 2015, The Fayette 
County Circuit Court found that the 
Sherman’s did have standing to contest 
the forfeiture action and on April 13, 
2016, granted the Sherman’s’ motion for 
Summary Judgment and ordered the 
horses returned to the Sherman’s within 
30 days.  The State appealed and that 
appeal remains pending.  

In April 2014, the Sherman’s moved to 
amend their complaint in this action to 
include additional claims, including 
claims for federal due process violations, 
and to assert claims against additional 
defendants. The Circuit Court granted the 
Sherman’s motion to amend on July 5, 
2016.  This motion went through several 
more iterations before its final form before 
the federal court.  

After extensive legal writing, one point is 
of special interest to the layman reading 
about this case: because the Sherman’s are 
Texas citizens, their suit against the State 
(of Tennessee) is a suit “against one of the 
other United States by citizens of another 
state” and is directly barred by the 11th 

70*%!&3=&3H']%

“…Had the Sherman’s 
availed themselves of the 
remedial provisions provided 
by Tennessee’s forfeiture 
laws they might have secured 
the return of their horses 
more expeditiously, 
mitigating any decline in the 
value of their horses and the 
loss of use of which they now 
complain. … The Sherman’s 
failure to comply with 
available procedural means to 
contest the continued 
detention of their horses 
precludes any due process 
challenge to the statutory 
forfeiture scheme itself.  

Because the Sherman’s have 
failed to plead and prove the 
state remedies were 
inadequate for any due 
process violations resulting 
from Defendants allegedly 
random and unlawful 
conduct, and because the 
Sherman’s do not plausibly 
allege that state procedures 
themselves were 
constitutionally defective, 
/0* Sherman’s’ due process 
claim fails to state a claim on 
which relief can be 
granted…the HSUS Motion, 
the Burns-Estpa Motion, the 
Amended AG Motion, the 
Fayette County Motion, and 
the McMillan Motion are 
GRANTED. … For the 
foregoing reasons, the HSUS 
Motion, the Burns- Estepa 
Motion, the State Motion, the 
Amended AG Motion, the 
Fayette County Motion, the 
McMillan Motion, and the 
U.S. … are GRANTED. The 
Sherman’sʼ motions to 
convert and the Sherman’s 
motion to stay their action 
against the United States are 
DENIED.  
 
This action is DISMISSED.” 

…%
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Jennifer Klitzke and Makana demonstrate medium walk. The 
culmination of dressage for the gaited horse includes relaxation, 
balance, forwardness, rhythm, connection, impulsion, straightness, 
and collection, all of which improve the quality of gaits and teaches 
the rider a correct riding position and effective use of aids. 

1

If you’ve been a 
member of FOSH 
for more than a few 
months the name 
Jennifer Klitzke, as 
well as the name of 
her mare, Gift of 
Freedom, also 
known as Makana, 
is known to you.   

Klitzke of Minnesota and 
her lovely mare have been 
a steady presence    in the 
FOSH annual awards line- 
ups.  In 2016, they 
appeared again, this time 
in a different place.  The 
winning combo was 
named Western Dressage 
winners, the first to be so 
honored in the FOSH 
recognition program.     

Klitzke & Makana have 
been   FOSH National 
dressage winners for the 
past three years and in 
2015 were the First Level 
Dressage Champions for 
the National Walking 
Horse Association.  

Dressage training is 
nothing new for Klitzke.  
She began working in the 
sport in 1988 with 
traditional trotting horses.  
She didn’t purchase her 
first gaited horse until 
2007 when the signs 
coming from her self –
described ‘aging body’ 
were telling her that the 
sitting trot needed to be 
retired. Yet, dressage was 
the language she knew 
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and so, as she didn’t want to give up the years of work she 
had invested; dressage, by default, became the training 
language for her new partner, Makana.  It was a decision 
that paid off as she rode in at the beginning of a surge of 
interest in dressage with gaited horses just starting to come 
alive.  

Dedication to the idea of “training” is part of Klitzke’s 
DNA. Although she lives in the upper Midwest and does not 
have an indoor arena, something she says is on her bucket 

3

list, she rides spring through fall in either a 125’x220’ sand 
filled, outdoor arena, or in an 80’ round pen.  When winter 
comes (and it comes with gusto in Minnesota), Klitzke says 
she rides in the snow and the cold, except when it’s icy.  Her 
conditioning sessions run between 45 to 60 minutes and she 
focuses on lateral work exercises, transitions through the gaits, 
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and collection and 
connection exercises 
focusing on balance 
and engagement.  

Much of her work is 
done on her own as 
there are no local 
teachers who focus 
on either gaited 
dressage or the 
French classical 
school that Klitzke 
prefers.  She makes 
do with taking 
lessons when 
qualified clinicians 
travel through her 
area.   When not in 
the saddle, she 
studies, through 
books and DVDs, 
the work of Phillipe 
Karl and Jean 
Claude Racinet.   

Klitzke does not, 
however, spend all 
of her time in the 
riding school. 
Makana has become 
an all-a rounder, 
who enjoys trail 
riding, endurance 
style.  Having a 
multi-purpose horse 
is wonderful for 
promoting the breed. 

Klitzke says, “ When 
I talked with trotting 
horse people at 
dressage shows, I 
was surprised to find 
that many of them 
owned gaited horses 
for trail riding.   
Continued page 23 
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“(s)he always sings, raggy music to 
the cattle. as (s)he swings, back and 
forward in the saddle. on a horse, a 
pretty good horse, that is 
syncopated gaited.”  
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They were surprised to discover 
that dressage can also be used with 
gaited horses. They just never 
imagined it. It never occurred to 
them to apply dressage principles to 
their gaited horses, probably 
because many of them had never 
seen a naturally gaited horse ridden 
barefoot in a snaffle bit. They talk 
about trail riding their gaited horses 
and think they have to use a big 
shank bit!”  

Meeting Makana and watching her 
at work quickly opens both new 
eyes and hearts to the possibilities 
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that are available.  The elegant mare 
makes anyone who sees her look   at 
gaited horses in a new light.   

Although staunch dressage riders 
(as well as some staunch gaited 
horse riders) think that dressage is 
(or should be) only for trotting 
horses, Klitzke says that such 
misconceptions miss the point.  

“ Dressage produces rhythm, 
relaxation, connection and 
impulsion as well as straightness 
and collection.   It also teaches the 
rider correct position and correct 
application of the aids. The 
elements of dressage and the 
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training pyramid, none of them 
require that a horse simply Trot.  
The work improves the quality of all 
the gaits, “ Klitzke observes. “ 
That’s why I say, dressage is more 
than trot work.” 

It is also more than a discipline.   
While Klitzke doesn’t want people 
to think that “doing dressage” is 
something you just play around 
with, because it requires time, 
consistency and a commitment to 
excellence, she is quick to add that 
communication is as important as 
discipline in the training equation, 
with or without a cowboy hat.    

1

“ How and where dressage training 
and principles are employed can be 
tailored to apply to the horse, as 
long as you are focused on 
producing rhythm, relaxation, 
connection, impulsion, straightness, 
and collection.  These things should 
be part of every horse’s training. 
Whether you choose to do your 
training on the trail or in the arena is 
up to the rider and also up to the 
horse’s learning style.  It is also 
important to remember that dressage 
training and showing dressage are 
separate things.  Not all horses are 
cut out for the show ring, “ Klitzke 
notes.   

2

Fortunately for Klitzke, her own horse 
is cut out to do whatever she sets her 
mind to doing.  Klitzke describes her 
as “the most friendly and most 
personable horse she has ever 
known”.  The mare with the winning 
attitude loves kids and welcomes all 
newcomers.  Although she is a pretty 
fancy dressage mount, she also likes 
to cut cows and thrives on endurance 
riding.  Put a western saddle on 
Makana and you have an entry into 
the newly popular show ring endeavor 
of Western Dressage.  

Klitzke used a grant from the Now 
That’s a Walking Horse! program 
sponsored by the HSUS to continue 
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her dressage education.  The 
program is intended to allow 
amateur riders to explore new 
things and non-traditional fields 
of riding with their walking 
horses and also can be used by 
non-profit groups to find new 
ways to promote the natural gaits 
and wonderful dispositions of 
the breed.   When Klitzke goes 
to traditional dressage shows, 
she is frequently the only gaited 
entry on the grounds and on her 
“syncopated gaited” horse she 
stands out in a good way.  

Continued on page 26 
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This summer, for the first time in the USA, an accurate test to 
diagnose tapeworm infection in horses will be available to 
horse owners.  

EquiSal® Tapeworm (patent granted) is a laboratory test using 
horse saliva to determine whether a horse has a tapeworm 
infection. The EquiSal® result provides a low, borderline or 
moderate/high diagnosis and deworming is recommended for 
horses diagnosed as borderline or moderate/high. Diagnostic 
accuracy has been proven through full validation of the test, 
which has been published in peer-reviewed journal, Veterinary 
Clinical Pathology1. 
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Currently, the only test available in the USA is a fecal 
worm egg count (FEC), where worm eggs are counted in a 
stool sample. The standard method for FEC is unreliable for 
diagnosing tapeworm burdens as eggs are released 
intermittently and are not uniformly spread throughout the 
stool. Tapeworm infections are more accurately diagnosed 
by either a blood test or the EquiSal® Tapeworm saliva test, 
both of which detect tapeworm-specific antibodies. 
EquiSal® Tapeworm has been available in the UK for the 
past 3 years and is integral to targeted worm control 
programmes recommended by many equine veterinary 
practices as well as companies offering FEC services. 

The EquiSal® Tapeworm saliva test 

The EquiSal® Tapeworm test is uses saliva collected with 
the specially designed         Continued page 25 Tapeworm%
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swab provided in the EquiSal® saliva collection kit. Due to the ease of saliva collection, horse owners can carry out this 
procedure. Once the swab has been placed in a tube containing preservative solution, the sample is sent to Horsemen’s Laboratory 
in Illinois in a prepaid envelope, before being shipped to the Austin Davis Biologics testing laboratory in the UK. Samples are 
stable for at least 3 weeks at room temperature in the preservative solution, enabling safe transportation of samples overseas. 

EquiSal® saliva collection kits are available to purchase from Horsemen’s Laboratory, who currently run a postal FEC service 
within the USA. In due course, kits are expected to be available from veterinary practices and veterinary pharmacies with an 
expected SRP of $40. This price includes all return shipping and laboratory testing with no hidden extra costs. 

Once samples have been tested, results are emailed to the test kit providers to feedback to horse owners together with any advice 
required for deworming. It is easy to incorporate EquiSal® Tapeworm testing into your worm control programme – simply test 
every 6 months at a time when you would consider routine deworming for tapeworm.  

Why test for tapeworm? 

Internal parasites present a constant challenge for horses, requiring on-going monitoring and careful management to maintain 
optimum horse health. Incorrect management can lead to unchecked worm infections, development of resistance to dewormers 
and, in worst cases, ill health and death. Three species of tapeworm are capable of infecting horses; the most common is 
Anoplocephala perfoliata. It can grow up to 8 cm long and is made up of a series of segments. The head has four suckers, which 
the tapeworm uses to attach itself to the cecum and to a small region of the intestines called the ileocecal junction. This localised 
attachment causes damage to the intestines and the presence of large numbers of tapeworms causes intestinal obstruction and 
clinical disease, resulting in colic. 

What is resistance? 

Worms can develop the ability to survive exposure to dewormers, usually through repeated exposure to deworming. The risk of 
resistance emerging is increased by practices such as routine deworming strategies or under-dosing with dewormers. It is therefore 
becoming increasingly important to avoid routinely deworming horses and to reserve the use of drugs for when they are really 
needed – when a horse has a confirmed infection.  

Testing before treating significantly reduces dewormer doses 

Routinely testing for tapeworm every 6 months and only treating horses diagnosed with an infection significantly reduces the 
doses of dewormer being administered to horses. Approximately 75% of horses in the UK are diagnosed with a low burden and do 
not require treatment.  

CASE STUDY 2: Testing large herds 

In 2016, Bransby Horses (UK), who use saliva testing for horses in their care as part of their worm control strategy, tested in 
spring and autumn as well as testing horses new to the premises. Only 22% of the 749 test results were borderline or 
moderate/high and required treatment. This resulted in a big reduction in dewormer doses administered to the horses – 583 to be 
exact! 

Horse owners can purchase EquiSal® Tapeworm test kits from Horsemen’s Laboratory in the USA, visit 
www.horsemenslab.com or contact hlab@horsemenslab.com / 800-544-0599. 

To find out more information about tapeworm infection in horses, testing and control measures, or if you wish to become 
an EquiSal® test kit provider, visit www.equisal.com or email enquiries@equisal.com.  

1 Lightbody, K. L., Davis, P. J. and Austin, C. J. (2016), Validation of a novel saliva-based ELISA test for diagnosing tapeworm 
burden in horses. Vet Clin Pathol, 45: 335–346 

## 
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FOSH Directory 
Gaited Clubs 
 
Southern Comfort Gaited Horse Club 
www.gaitedhorseclub.com 
Southern Comfort promotes activities highlighting the smooth 
ride and versatility of all gaited breeds. Pursuits include trail 
riding, competitions, shows, exhibitions, clinics and many other 
equine activities. The club promotes horse safety and friendship 
for all that are interested in horses. Owning a horse is not a 
requirement. 
SCGHC is based in southwestern Idaho and is a flat shod 
exclusive club with members contributing and supporting various 
interests using sound, natural horses. 
 
Chesapeake Plantation Walking Horse Club 
The Chesapeake Club is celebrating 26 years of promoting the 
versatile, naturally gaited, horse. As a member of the Maryland 
Horse Council, we have been the voice of the gaited community 
and through demonstrations, clinics and guest speakers, a 
resource for other disciplines to learn about the gaited breeds in 
our region. Members enjoy monthly trail rides, newsletters, 
parades, clinics, social gatherings, and friendly help. We 
welcome all breeds, riding styles, and experience levels from 
beginners to professionals. cpwhclub.wordpress.com or 
jacquiecowan@comcast.net 
 
Breeders 
 
Summerwind Marchadors and Future Foal Breeders 
http://futurefoal.net or call Lynn @ 602-999-3915 
Plan for your next lifetime partner!  Come breed with 
us!  Offering frozen semen (12 stallions in 2017) or reservations 
for Future Foals “do Summerwind” The Marchador is Brazil’s 
national horse, harking from Iberia, but bred there for 
200 years.   Expect to be impressed! 
 
Missouri Morgans 
Easy gaited in color. Rare gaited Morgans located in the Heart 
of America near beautiful Lake of the Ozarks, 
www.missourimorgans.com for photos, videos and available 
horses. Talk to Jim or Vali Suddarth at 417-286-1954 or e-mail 
vali@dam.net 
 
Trainers 
 
Bates Gaited Horses 
(FOSH 2010 Trainer & Breeder of the Year) 
Nya Bates, Melba, Idaho 83641 Phone: 208-559-2755 
www.batesgaitedhorses.com Training and gait repair of all flat 
shod gaited breeds for pleasure, trail, hunting, and field trial 
uses. Will travel to do clinics, lessons and individual 
education/work and train horses. Sales of well -bred young stock 
and gaited, educated, willing mounts.  
 

Z6&/P?* Continued from page 23 

When not in the saddle, Klitzke writes a blog called 
WWW.NaturallyGaited.com, which she started in 2010 
to promote natural and humane training of gaited horses, 
using what she knew best, dressage methods.  

She joined FOSH in 2009, was a member for several 
years, dropped out, and then came back when she learned 
about the Gaited Dressage Program.   She says she has 
always loved the FOSH mission and adds, “ While it’s 
great to fight against what not to do, it’s also great to 
showcase a humane replacement.”  

To that end Klitzke has produced over 200 videos and 
made more than 190 blog posts sharing and showing how 
dressage can benefit the naturally gaited horse.  Now, 
with her growing expertise in Western dressage, she has 
something new to share with an entirely new audience.   

Working together, Makana and Klitzke found their 
“sweet spot” as   partners with rhythm.  Their goal, now, 
is to pass classical principles on to a new group of riders, 
including other  “ragtime cowboys and girls”.   ##  



 

 
27 

September/October 2017 Sound Advocate 

!566%4&,26*%continued from p.  16 

A year later, in 2014, with the 
Missouri State Fair Society Horse 
Show finally “sound” (the Big Lick 
was thankfully gone, and we had an 
IJA judge), I was eager to put all my 
work on Misty and Possum to the test. 
Nya’s training help, encouragement, 
and agreement to accompany me on 
this momentous occasion (the girls’ 
first show) made it a very big deal. 

Getting to know Nya, and taking 
lessons from her, started me on the 
journey (a pilgrimage, really), to 
better horsemanship. I started writing 
about the journey (for previous Sound 
Advocate issues), after the 2014 
Missouri State Fair Society Horse 
Show. Some of this article briefly 
recalls previous tales of fun, mishaps, 
and lessons learned along the way.   

You who have read my saga up to 
now in Sound Advocate will recall 
that Possum developed a lameness 
issue the week before the 2014 Fair, 
and I was left with Misty. In the end, I 
lost my nerve, and asked Nya to ride 
the fire-breathing mare in her classes. 
They did very well. Then Misty came 
into heat the second day, and I didn’t 
have the heart to make her continue, 
so we scratched the rest of the show.  

Nya was safely home when, three 
weeks later, I finally rode Misty in a 
local show for the first time. Had it 
not been for a sturdy and calm young 
friend named Jessica Gifford, I 
wouldn’t have been able to get on 
Misty to ride her.  

By now, you have probably figured 
out that Misty, for all her being a 
Tennessee Walking horse, is a bit of a 
hellion. I chalk it up to Triple Threat 
breeding. She is brawny, big-boned, 
and pushy.  She is not only “alpha”, 
but “kick-your-butt-and-the-friends-
who-came-with-you alpha”. In her 
younger days, she put my husband 
Frank in the hospital twice, once for 
concussion and once for a busted 
shoulder. Frank, who has started 
almost all our horses under saddle, 
took a beating from Misty, and 
eventually gave up on her and went 

on to other horses. Age has not slowed 
her down much. But she moves well, and 
years of work in the arena and lessons 
with Nya have given her polish and 
consistency. Possum is just the opposite: 
quiet, responsive, and willing. But for all 
that, Misty, like the playground bully, is 
insecure without her gang. Possum is 
more accepting of strange horses. This 
would become a factor in 2017.  

But on to the story.  

Fast forward a year later, to 2015, and I 
talked my German friend and former 
dressage instructor, Hella Shriver, into 
showing the “Awesome Possum”, my 
loud-colored gaited horse, at a few shows 
locally, and she got hooked. Although 
Hella has gone on to acquire an 
Andalusian-Thoroughbred mare, she has 
somewhat fallen off the dressage 
bandwagon, opened her mind to things 
like natural horsemanship, and has found 
new ways to enjoy horses. She has even 
thought about buying a gaited horse for 
herself. In other words, she started a 
journey of her own.  

So, I returned to the Missouri State Fair 
Society Horse Show, this year. This time, 
it was with Misty, Possum, Hella, and 
Jessica’s best friend Kelsey Korman as 
groom. Kelsey is another credit to young 
horse people everywhere. Young, strong, 
brave, and intuitive, these girls are the 
best horse-handlers I have ever known. 
(Jessica, since 2014, graduated college, 
married, and just started a new job.) 

The number of Walking horses, Spotted 
Saddle Horses, and Open Gaited Breed 
horses at the Fair has fluctuated over the 
past few years, and we have been trying 
to increase our numbers (although 
numbers of entries have been more than 
enough to keep show management happy 
with us). I had brought the mares (and 
Hella) just to fill classes. It turned out that 
this year, there were several new 
exhibitors in our ranks, and a big increase 
in Spotted Saddle Horses.  

The Open Gaited Breed English/Western 
Country Pleasure 2-Gait Championship 
class had 10 entries, including Misty and 
Possum. We had placed fourth and fifth in 
the qualifier the night before, and Hella 
thought she could do better. I was hoping 
merely for survival. Misty had also won 

the TWH English 2-Gait qualifier, but 
that was a much smaller class, with 
more open space for exploding nags. 
So far, things had gone better than I 
could have dreamed, but I was not 
fooling myself. Misty felt like big, 
round, grenade.     

Let me stop a moment and add one bit 
of very important information. The 
State Fair Society Horse Show is held 
the week before the actual State Fair 
begins. The good news is, we don’t 
have to deal with the traffic and 
hundreds of parents and children 
running though the barns, trying to get 
into the stalls to “pet the horsey”. The 
bad news is, the amusement rides, 
bleachers, and many exhibitions are 
under construction in areas close to the 
warm-up ring.  

Blessedly, the show arena is indoors, 
in a lovely air-conditioned building 
with wonderful footing, but the warm-
up ring, with Saddlebreds trotting 
around at top speed, their trainers 
walking between horses to keep an eye 
on their charges, and a dozen post-
inspection gaited horses waiting for 
their classes, creates close-quarters 
pandemonium. Not a good place to be 
if you are riding a grenade.    

Continued on page 31 

Spoiler Alert! Below: Lucy Rangel, 
groom Kelsey Korman, and “grenade” 
Mr. Twister’s Sister, aka Misty, left 
the show with a well-earned Grand 
Champion rosette. Photo by Lisa 
Harris 
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calendar of 2017 
events 

Look What’s Ahead!  

 
September 

8-10 & 11-12  Larry Whitesell 
Clinic 

Milford, MI 
Contact:  Karia, 413-281-2407 

Karia0429@yahoo.com 
 

15-16 Gary Lane Clinic 
Little Trails, Martinsville, IN 

Contact:  Stacy Howe, 317-529-3020 
  

18-22 Larry Whitesell Clinic 
Baxter, TN 

Contact Jennifer, 931-267-6723 
info@gaitedhorsemanship.com 

 
23-- Take Time to Ride 

Sponsored by FOSH and GaitWay 
Horse Association 

National Equestrian Center, Lake St. 
Louis, MO 

Contact:  Gina Vehige, 
gvehige115@gmail.com 

 

29-30 Gary Lane Clinic 
Little Trails, Martinsville, IN 

Contact:  Stacy Howe, 317-529-3020 
 

29-Oct.1 Larry Whitesell Clinic 
Cottonwood, CA 

Contact:  Gail, 530-347-0212 
cottonwoodcreekequest@gmail.com 
 

October 
2-8 Fair hill Get-Away Ride and 

Camp 
Chesapeake Plantation Walking 

Horse Club 
Contact:  

Jacquiecowan@comcast.net 
 

6-8 Gary Lane Clinic 
Manchester, NH 

Contact:  Jody, 978-853-9101 

 

2

13-15 Larry Whitesell Clinic 
Estancia, NM 

Contact:  Colleen, 505-384-1831 
4windsec@qwestoffice.net 

 

14 Rosaryville Fall Festival 
Chesapeake Plantation Walking 

Horse Club 
Contact:  

jacquiecowan@comcast.net 
 

20-22 Larry Whitesell Clinic 
Sunbury, NC 

Contact:  Cheryl, 252-465-4184 
ceason@embarqmail.com 

 
28-29 Connection Challenge 

Show 
Chino Valley, AZ 

All breed , FOSH sanctioned 
Contact:  Kirsten Kuzmanic, 951-

440-4615 
Kirstenk38@gmail.com 

 
November 

3-5 Natural Horsemanship, 
Dressage Fundamentals & 

Challenge Weekend 
Fallbrook, CA,  

All Breed & Disciplines,  FOSH 
Sanctioned 

Contact:  Pauline, 951-801-8042 
ps@yesteryearfarms.net 

Classified Ad 

Stubben Gaited Saddle for Sale 

Honestly! It’s Like New- English all-
purpose saddle is 31 cm M/W, comfortably 
fits 17.5-19 inch seat. Originally sold for 
over $1600, MSRP. Saddle has been used so 
little the gilt lettering on the billet protector 
plate is completely intact.  People who know 
Stubben know that the company’s special 
tanned leather is close to indestructible.  
With average care, will give decades of 
trouble- free wear even in harsh conditions.  

Billets were changed 6 months ago to a long style 
dressage billet to allow for the use of a short 
girth and have only been cinched once.   2-tone 
brown leather with dees on both sides of the seat 
for attaching saddle bags or sandwich cases; 
saddle includes a cleverly concealed fitting for 
attaching a crupper, if desired.    

Suitable for all types of pleasure riding and for 
lower level dressage classes, this saddle is ready 
to go any place you’d like to take it.   
Professionally cleaned & conditioned in January 
2017.  No repairs of any kind needed.  

Selling because the horse for which it was 
purchased is no 
longer in the 
stable  and it’s too 
nice to leave 
hanging in the  
climate controlled 
tack room.   $600 
or best offer. 
(Would be the 
perfect holiday 
gift.) Buyer to pay 
shipping. 

 

Please note:  F itt ings  
not  included at this  

price.  

Contact 
lq1154@aol.com 
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Green drinks  are a hot human 
health craze these days and with 
good reason. But did you know 
brightly colored foods are as healthy 
for your horse as they are for you? 
 
Plant polyphenols  are natural 
compounds with strong antioxidant capacity, 
with plant pigments having a variety of 
benefits for the immune system.  Green 
pigment (chlorophyll) is only a piece of the 
picture.  Flavonoids, carotenes, lycopene, 
zeaxanthin, anthocyanins, and betalains are 
also plant pigments that provide amazing 
benefits for immune function. 
 
Antioxidant Phenolic compounds 
are widely distributed through nature in herbs. 
These Phenolics are some of the most potent 
antioxidants ever found, and penetrate into 
body tissues easily. It has also been confirmed 
that combinations of different plant Phenolics 
and Bioflavonoids work together to produce a 
greater effect, meaning that lower dosages can 
be used. 
 

Immunity  is an amazing and complicated 
function.  It is divided broadly into two 
reactions that shoot first, and ask questions 
later.  The innate immune system 
responds immediately to any foreign substance 
or organism.  The sophisticated immune 
system targets specific invaders with antibodies 
and remembers them in stored cells. 
 

 

Immunit  

Healthy inf lammation  is a built-in immune 
response to invading organisms or toxins, as well as the 
method of removing dead or injured tissues. The immune 
system also has an intricate set of checks and balances that 
protects the body's own tissues from direct attack as well as 
from collateral damage from friendly fire.  

Many plant flavonoids also work with the body's defense 
systems in fortifying defense systems against the invasion 

of cells by harmful organisms. 

Chlorophyl lin , a derivative of chlorophyll, supports the 
natural healing of open wounds and its consumption is 
associated with higher numbers of all immune system 
cells.  Chlorophyll and chlorophyllin are also natural 
antioxidants, as are all plant pigments. 

 Bioflavonoids  are a diverse class of plant chemicals      
with well-documented antioxidant effects and include 
Hesperidin, Quercitrin, Rutin and Tangeritin, which can help 
preserve Vitamin C levels in the tissues. Some Citrus 
Bioflavonoids can also stabilize capillary walls, help prevent 
swelling at areas of allergic reaction, and help maintain 
normal, healthy levels of inflammation 

The skin and seeds of 
grapes are rich in 
polyphenol, with the 
most well known 
being Resveratrol. 
Grape polyphenols 
also have directly 
support a population 
of T cells that 
contribute to targeted 
immune responses. 
They also have the 
capacity to balance 
inflammatory 
reactions.  

The pigments of the blue-green algae Spirulina work with the 
horse's body in the same way, and also helps stabilize the mast 
cells that release histamine. 

Vitamins are also known to be supportive of healthy 
immune function. 

Vitamin C is an important antioxidant in the immune system 
that protects the interior of the cells. It has been clearly shown 
that Vitamin C levels in lung fluid from horses with chronic 
lung disease are low.  Continued on page 30 
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B6(3/%B&H)*3/'%continued from page 29 

Vitamins A and E  are fat-soluble antioxidant vitamins that work 
protecting the cell membrane from attack.  Vitamin A, from Beta-
Carotene, is particularly important for skin.  

The B vitamins  support active division of immune system cells 
and some have specific immune system functions. Riboflavin is 
involved with both the destruction of organisms by immune cells and 
in cellular immunity. Thiamine is also essential to normal functioning 
of T cells in the cellular immune system. Folic acid deficiency has 
been clearly linked to increased infection risk. 

Uckele Health & Nutrition, maker of CocoSoya®, offers products 
that are rich in antioxidants for healthy immune function. 
  
Bio-Quench supports horses with seasonal allergies.  With potent 
antioxidants including Glutathione and Super Oxide Dismutase, 
bioflavonoids, and herbs. With natural antioxidants to help promote 
the immune system and provide protection from damaging free 
radicals. 

  
Phyto-Quench provides powerful antioxidants to help maintain 
healthy immunity, especially for horses not on fresh pasture.  Plant-
based phytonutrients include Garlic, Turmeric, Grape Seed, Ginkgo 
Biloba, and Boswellia. 

   
Lung EQ is for horses with respiratory reactions to environmental 
irritants and seasonal allergens. With Spirulina Platensis to help 
stabilize the mast cells that release histamine.  MSM supports normal 
inflammatory regulation. Flaxseed meal promotes balanced 
inflammatory pathways. Jiaogulan supports healthy histamine levels, 
airways, and immune response.  

 
Herbal Mune Plus provides herbs and nutrients Astragulus, Paul 
D’Arco, Siberian Ginseng, Echinacea, L-Lysine, and Turmeric to 
promote strong immune function.  ## 
  
About Dr. Kellon  
Dr. Eleanor Kellon, staff veterinary specialist for Uckele Health & Nutrition, 
is an established authority in the field of equine nutrition for over 30 years, 
and a founding member and leader of the Equine Cushing’s and Insulin 
Resistance (ECIR) group, whose mission is to improve the welfare of horses 
with metabolic disorders via integration of research and real-life clinical 
experience.  Prevention of laminitis is the ultimate goal.  www.ecirhorse.org 
  
Uckele Health & Nutrition is an innovation-driven health company committed 
to being on the leading edge of nutritional science and technology for over 50 
years.  Uckele takes pride in formulating and manufacturing a full spectrum 
of quality nutritional supplements incorporating the latest nutritional advances 
for equine athletes and companion animals to help achieve optimal 
health.  www.uckele.com 
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Native to North America, pumpkin is 
filled with good things like Vitamin A, 
C, and Zinc. There’s more to do with 
the orange wonder than carve it for 

Hall-o-ween or turn it into pies.  

If you’re a trail rider or spend a lot of 
time outdoors, pumpkin is a mini-spa 
on the vine and also an inexpensive 

fix for sun- damaged skin. 

Try  this Fall Face Mask 

Take a few tbsps . of pumpkin 
puree (not pie mix,  pure 

pumpkin, e ither canned or  
fresh, seeds  removed, that has 
been pureed in a blender will  

do) .  

Add a touch of honey and a  dab 
of milk,  just enough to make the 

puree spreadable.   

Mix  wel l and then cover  your 
face in the mixture for about  15 

minutes.   Relax and breathe 
deeply. When time’s up, rinse  
the mask off  with warm water 
and enjoy a healthy glow and 
refreshed skin,  all  brought to 

you by the great pumpkin.  

(Use canned pumpkin and this 
inexpensive  mask can be used 

year round.  What you don’t put  
on your face can be baked with ,  

a double  bonus !)   
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When the class was called, Misty saw the open gate, felt the cool air from the 
show arena, and blasted in at a fine, fast flat walk. She led the charge, and the 
rest of the horses followed, including Alex Hurt, and her beautiful Spotted 
Saddle Horse, Magic’s Patches of Genius, Garrison Dunham with Mac’s 
Talkin’ the Walk (“Alex” the horse), Gina Vehige with Chance’s Magical 
Dust, her husband Darryl Vehige, with Hot Off The Press (already a State Fair 
multi-champion), and several other very nice horses, all first-place winners 
from the State Fair and other shows in Missouri. No pressure, here (LOL)!  

Hella now had a 
problem. Possum had 
fallen in love with Alex 
(the horse, not the girl), 
and had decided to 
follow him around the 
arena. Hella knew that 
Possum’s fast “racky-
doodle” gait could easily 
get her past Alex, me, 
and several others, and 

make a great showing, but Possum had other ideas. When she entered the class, 
her priority was finding Alex and staying with him. She would not pass him, 
and after several attempts, exasperated Hella just gave up trying to make her.  

As large as the show arena is, in the Matthewson center, 10 horses in a class is 
still quite a lot. Finding an open space, and making Misty perform the gaits 
required, when they were called, was a tall order. Misty alternated between 
powder keg and sofa pillow, so I had to keep up my leg and hand work until 
charley-horses formed on the insides of my thighs. (Nya saw the photos online 
afterward, and said I was smiling, but I was really grimacing. LEG, LEG, 
LEG! SOFT hand, SOFT hand! Roll shoulder! Leg-yield! My legs were killing 
me. ) 

Then, in the line-up, Misty just wouldn’t be still. I anticipated having trouble, 
and parked her at the end, so we could keep doing circles without upsetting 
other horses. When the judge finally came to us, Misty backed halfway across 
the arena. She had the good grace to stand still for the three seconds it took the 
judge to step away, and then we were back to circles again. 

When the winners were announced, I wasn’t surprised to hear that Alexandra 
Hurt, that young lady we had met at the Gary Lane Clinic in 2013, had won 
first place, with her Magic. Gina, and her good boy, Chance’s Magical Dust, 
got second place in that huge class. Possum was announced as third, and Hella 
finally talked her into leaving Alex’s side (the horse, not the girl). It was a fine 
thing that Misty, in fourth place, got to follow Possum out of there, or it would 
have turned into a rodeo. I tried to slow her down, and she did a fine imitation 
of the “Spanish walk” for a stride or two at the out-gate.  

Later that evening, Misty still full of fire as ever, entered the TWH English 
Pleasure 2-Gait Championship and won. Continued on page 33 
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We came through inspection, Possum quiet and 
agreeable, and Misty, full of indignation at 
being handled by a total stranger. If not for 
Kelsey, Misty would never have got saddled 
and I wouldn’t be able to mount. And once I 
was on, and in the warm-up ring, the situation 
did not improve. Possum quietly parked herself 
next to Patti Potts’ horse, Alex (not to be 
confused with Alex, the girl). The horse Alex 
was being ridden by Garrison Dunham. They 
were in our class. Alex was power napping 
before the big event, and Possum decided to 
join him.  

Misty didn’t like it. Not any of it. Possum, her 
only herd member from home, had just 
abandoned her. Unthinkable. From then on, my 
biggest problem was to keep Misty from 
picking a fight with every horse in the warm-
up, even Gina Vehige’s 17-hand Chance (a 
quieter, kinder animal I’ve yet to see). 
Something about this behemoth just annoyed 
the dickens out of my 15-hand she-monster.  

It was in the middle of this commotion that I 
heard what sounded like a huge vacuum 
cleaner being turned on and off. Looking up, I 
saw a hot-air balloon lowering over our heads. 
Someone, in their infinite wisdom, decided to 
land that baby in the field right next to us.  

A few horses spooked at the apparition. 
Possum and Alex didn’t break their nap. Misty 
saw Armageddon, and wasn’t going down 
without a fight. Countless times, I worked her 
in a circle and down the straightaway. I began 
cursing Hella, who had insisted I work the 
mares into peak condition, for the show. Now, 
Misty was wearing me out without so much as 
breaking a sweat. 

I started having second thoughts about showing 
in this class. I remembered my cowardice in 
2014, and all the work I had done to get over 
my fears. Then, Misty did something that 
suddenly changed my whole attitude: she 
reached around and did a “carrot stretch”, 
touching her nose to the tip of my boot, like we 
do at home before her workouts.  

What did this mean? Was she trying to give me 
encouragement? Trying to reassure herself that 
I was still with her? Just trying to stay loose? 
Was it just the force of habit? I will never 
know, but from that moment, nothing short of 
death would have convinced me to dismount. 
Misty and I had come a very long way, and we 
were going through this together.    

Left: The striking Hot 
Off the Press, ridden 
by Darryl Vehige, is a 
multi-time State Fair 
Champion.  
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FOSH Membership      
Application and Order Form 

f166%(335(6%)*)+*,'0&U'%&3265=*%(%=&H&/(6D%+&K)-3/06;%&''5*%-.%/0*%#-53=%1=I-2(/*%(3=%*=52(/&-3(6%U(2?*/'g%
%

Type of Membership (check one) 
 
Annual:   Single ___$30   Annual Family ___$50    Annual Youth <18 ___$20      Lifetime__$600 
Organization Membership  (for your gaited horse club or association) ___ $50 
 
Please print neatly 
 
Name: _____________________________________________Address____________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________State: ________________________Zip: _________________ 

Phone: _____________________________________ 

E-mail: ___________________________________________ 

Breed of Horse(s)____________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional donations __$20  ___$30  ___$40  ___$50  ___Other $__________ 

Total Enclosed: $____________________ How did you hear about FOSH? ________________________  

 

FOCUS! 

What’s Missing?   

It’s You if You 
haven’t renewed 

your FOSH 
Membership.   

This Fall Don’t be 
an Ordinary 

Squash. Assume 
Your Special 

Position in the  
FOSH Family 

Patch!   
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!566%4&,26* continued from page 31 

She heard Possum whinnying outside, and we didn’t stick around for 
pictures or trophy presentation. As soon we made it safely out of the 
gate, I slid off and handed her over to Kelsey to take through DQP, as 
I was thoroughly spent.  

DQP Lisa Harris took a photo of Misty, wearing her championship 
sash, standing with Kelsey, and me for posterity. None of us look 
good, but it will forever be my favorite show photo.   

My gaited journey has come from the 2014 Missouri State Fair, 
where I lost the courage to get on Misty and enter a class, to the 
Missouri State Fair 2017, where I not only rode her (and vice versa), 
but also won a championship with her. It seems only fit that the 
journey is full circle, and that I bring this series of tales to a close.  

Misty has improved in fitness, but her temper will always make 
showing a challenge, and she is now 20 years old. Possum is 19, and 
was just this spring diagnosed with Cushing’s disease. She is doing 
well on meds, but shows her age. All our horses are, for a fact, quite 
long in the tooth, and showing has lost a little of its attraction for me.  

What have I learned? A LOT. I have learned that all horses, 
especially mares, have quirks in their personalities that make them 
unique. Training can solve lots of problems, but sometimes it’s better 
if you just go with the flow.  

The work, training, and lessons have done as much or more for me as 
for the horses. I’ve learned that every moment in the saddle invites 
one more lesson. Every moment spent with a horse is training, even 
though we don’t always call it that.  

I have learned that most folks don’t get to the show ring by 
themselves, and need an “entourage” of help, if they are to be 
successful. This is true before, during, and even after each show. I 
think of all the help I’ve had: Nya, Jessica, Kelsey, Hella, and my 
wonderful Frank, who doesn’t like horse shows, but hauled the girls 
without complaining, helped set up the stalls and dressing rooms, and 
acted as groom more than once. Winning a ribbon brings gratitude 
along with pride. Nobody does this alone.  

Between 2014 and now, I have found confidence, ridden horses I 
don’t know, even ones described as “green”, without fear. My nerves 
no longer stand up at the thought of getting on a horse. Instead, I 
worry about delivering show equipment on time and to the right 
person; I worry whether it will rain on the show, whether the farrier’s 
last re-set will affect the girls’ timing, and whether my jods from last 
year will fit.  

The most important thing I’ve learned is to push aside all the noisy 
details of life, shut out the world, and find that quiet place where my 
horses are waiting, willing to connect. What I found, at journey’s end, 
is the wonderful, eager, and sometimes fiery soul of the gaited horse, 
like a pot of gold at the end of the rainbow. And the trip has been 
well worth it.   ## 

 

4(3=&=%#3(U'%.,-)%/0*%#0-G%

%

“Winning a ribbon brings 
gratitude along with pride. 

Nobody does this alone. “ 
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WASHINGTON, D.C.- In a bi-partisan effort, 
Senators Robert Menendez, Lindsey Graham, Sheldon 
Whitehouse and Susan Collins have reintroduced the 
SAFE (Safeguard American Food Exports) Act S.1706 
to the Senate.  

The SAFE Act would both prevent the shipment of 
Live horses from the United States to Canada and 
Mexico as well as preventing horse slaughter plants 
from opening in the United States.   

A companion bill has been introduced in the House of 
Representatives, H.R. 113, where it has gathered 150 
co-sponsors.  Co-sponsors for the Senate bill are now 
being actively sought.  

The reintroduction of SAFE in the Senate came shortly 
after the House passed a surprising vote to allow 
USDA inspectors to inspect equine slaughter facilities 
which would have thus allowed them to reopen in the 
United States. That effort, however, was turned back 
in the Senate.  A compromise must now be reached 
between the two legislative bodies.  Passage of SAFE 
would ensure that there would be no equine 
slaughterhouses in America. ## 

Arizona Challenge Weekend October 28th & Sunday 29th, 
2017 

Facility – to be announced (Prescott, Arizona) 
 

Presented by: Kirsten Kuzmanic and FOSH Gaited Journey 
Program 

Clinicians:  Alece Ellis, Dressage & Robin Ryder, Natural 
Horsemanship 

Includes:  Saturday and Sunday sessions, snacks, beverages, 
lunch and a catered dinner on Saturday 

Limited stabling overnight.  Limit 12 riders so sign up as soon as 
possible. 

Saturday 10/28 – Natural Horsemanship One-on-One & 
Schooling Challenge 

 Sunday 10/29 – Dressage One-on-One & Individual 
Dressage Tests  Challenge 
For more information, contact Kirsten Kuzmanic  (951) 440-
4615 or kirstenk38@gmail.com  
 

California Challenge Weekend  November 3rd – November 
5th 2017 

Fallbrook Riders Field – Fallbrook, California  

Presented by: Margit Deerman, 4* Natural Horsemanship 
Instructor & Pauline Stotsenberg, IJA Judge 

All-inclusive camping weekend:  horse paddocks, all meals, 
refreshments and events.  Limit 15 horses and riders, auditors 
welcome 

  
Friday 11/3 – Welcome Meet & Greet, Liberty Demo & Safe 
Trailer Loading Demo  
Saturday 11/4 -  Natural Horsemanship & Schooling 
Challenge   
Sunday 11/5 - Dressage Fundamentals & Individual Dressage 
Tests Challenge 
 
Additional discussions throughout the weekend 
Your horse’s personality and how it relates to your 
partnership**How the horse’s body works in concert to move in 
balance & collection**The importance of riding and working 
horses in healthy postures to strengthen and enhance their well-
being**Proper nutrition for equines**Knots and safe 
tying**Other equestrian and safety discussions as time permits 
 

133-532&3Ha%%F*G%"UU-,/53&/&*'%

The grant initiative by the HSUS to support new shows for 
Tennessee Walking Horses has been embraced by FOSH 
and The Stotsenberg Foundation to bring a new style of 
education and competition to the gaited horse community 
with emphasis on the Tennessee Walking Horse.  Both of 
these 501(c)(3) non-profit organizations received assistance 
funding for their events from the HSUS Now,  That’s A 
Walking Horse! grant program. 

Come join us for one or both events, and enjoy fun and an 
exciting educational weekend of everything horses.  These 
gatherings of like-minded horse enthusiasts promise to keep 
you engaged, informed, and challenged--testing knowledge 
and skills received throughout the weekend.   All breeds are 
welcome! 

Contact: Pauline Stotsenberg (951) 801-8042 or 
ps@yesteryearfarms.net 
Visit www.FOSH.info for more information on 
Sanctioning your Event or Competition 
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 #2(,%J56*%continued from page 15  

Further, the Respondents claimed that the 
horse wasn’t sored because it was 
inspected by private veterinarians who 
found it to be without issue.  Two  
Shelbyville, Tennessee, vets, Dr. John 
Bennett and Dr. Richard Wilhelm, both 
used as expert witnesses in cases of 
walking horse legal proceedings in 
support of the defendants,  made their 
assertions after inspecting the horse 
almost 15 months after the show had 
taken place and the USDA took 
information for an HPA Case.   

Dr. Bennett conducted his inspection on 
October 10, 2013 with Dr. Wilhelm 
conducting his inspection also in October 
of 2013.  The ALJ found these 
examinations not to be probative and also 
dismissed the examination performed at 
the request of the Respondents by a Dr. 
Lee Butler, two weeks after the horse 
show in question.  The length of time 
between the actual event and the 
examinations were in the ALJ’s findings 
considered to be insufficient to rebut Dr. 
Dussault’s findings.     

In the case of the horse named A Magic 
Stroke, Dr. Jeff Baker was the USDA 
VMO. Baker had 10 years of experience 
enforcing the HPA before this inspection.  
His affidavit said that he found upon 
inspection, ” thickened ropes of hairless 
skin medial and lateral to the posterior 
midline” on both right and left pasterns 
and that the tissue was non-uniformly 
thickened and could not be smoothed out.  

The ALJ noted that evidence photos taken 
of A Magic Stroke’s pasterns bolstered 
these findings, clearly showing thickened 
cords of hairless skin.  

In the case of A Magic Stroke, Dr. 
Baker’s findings came in a post -show 
inspection.  The Respondents maintained 
that because the horse was allowed to 
show after the opportunity for a pre-show 
inspection conducted by a DQP, that it 
was preclusion for finding the horse sore 
post-show, as was done by Dr. Baker.  

The Government responded to this 
argument by asserting that the 
Respondents had conflated the findings of 
the DQP with that of the VMO.  

2

The ALJ held that a licensed veterinarian 
working specifically under the (Horse 
Protection) Act and aware of its 
enforcement provisions would add a 
level of expertise to inspections and 
findings that DQPs do not possess.  

As in the earlier incident, the 
Respondents again challenged Baker’s 
use of palpation and of his findings, 
using in support of their argument 
examinations performed by Drs. Bennett 
and Wilhelm, almost a full 15 months 
after the horse show in question, 
asserting that these examinations proved 
that Dr. Baker’s findings were without 
merit.  

Judge McCartney again declined to find 
in their favor.  

In the Conclusion section of the 
document, Judge McCartney determined 
that the record was insufficient to 
establish the maximum permissible 
penalty for each Respondent of $4,400 
each. Instead she modified that civil 
penalty to $2,200 each.  

She also found that the record was 
insufficient to determine that each 
Respondent should be disqualified for 
two uninterrupted years from showing, 
exhibiting, or entering any horse directly 
or indirectly through any agent or 
employee, and from judging, managing 
or otherwise participating in any show, 
exhibition or horse sale or auction 
directly or indirectly.  She disqualified 
each Respondent for a period of one year 
for violation of the federal HPA.  

Included in the disqualification was the 
statement that the Respondents may not 
finance the participation of others in 
equine events.  

The Decision and Order was final and 
effective without further proceedings 35 
days after service unless the Respondents 
appealed to the Judicial Officer, filed 
with the Hearing Clerk within 30 days of 
service.  

The events where the horses were found 
to be sore were the 50th Annual Guntown 
Lion’s Club Show for Don’t Tread on 
Me and the Parker’s Crossroads Walking 
Horse Show for A Magic Stroke.  ## 

To read the complete 
Decision and Order in this 
Case, please follow this 
link:  

 
https://www.oaljdecision
s.dm.usda.gov/initial-
current 

“October, 
baptize me 
with leaves! 

Swaddle me in 
corduroy and 
nurse me with 
split pea soup. 
October, tuck 

tiny candy 
bars in my 

pockets and 
carve my 

smile into a 
thousand 

pumpkins. O 
autumn! O 
teakettle! O 

grace!” 

 
! Rainbow Rowell, 
Attachments 
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In Conclusion:  Quoth the Raven: “ What the Heck Happened?!”  

 

FOSH 

6614 
Clayton Rd. 

#105 

St.  Louis, 
MO 

63117 

 

Ever wonder why people fear the raven? Enter Edgar Allen Poe, 
who was rather creepy himself. The writer, a specialist in exciting romantic, gothic 
sensibilities, published his poem The Raven in 1845 in the New York Evening 
Mirror. Although he called his raven, a fiend (hardly friendly), to be accurate, the 
poem, while frightening, does not take place in October but in “bleak December”.  
If you’re looking for a creepy Hall-o-ween poem by Poe, try instead his little 
known Ulalume. Set in a graveyard, ghouls lead a lover (in many stanzas) to the 
tomb of his beloved—you get the picture.  

Poe did write other Hall-o-ween worthy material, like a short story where the 
narrator digs up the body of his wife, pulls out her teeth (don’t even ask) and then 
discovers she isn’t dead at all.  Or, consider the husband who murders his wife 
and walls her up in the basement. By mistake, he also entombs   their black cat. 
Pussy gorges on the body of his mistress and comes back to wreak revenge on the 
hubby. There’s lots more where those came from in Poe’s body of work.   Poe 

himself, not to be outdone, died in mysterious circumstances two weeks before 
Hall-o-ween. The exact cause of his death was never revealed. Scary stuff! 

Even without Poe, literature has never been kind to the raven. Mother Goose scared her children with “ A 
raven cried croak and they all tumbled down.” A Scot’s ballad, The Twa Corbies (ravens) talks about a pair 
of them sitting, after a battle, eating human flesh, with one of the gruesome lines, “ I’ll pike out his bonny 
blue een (eyes) while the other rhapsodizes about picking clean the gent’s white breastbone. No less a light 
than playwright Christopher Marlow described the raven as “sad-presaging”, meaning the bird was a herald 
of death. The raven even has a role in the violent, hit cable TV series, Vikings.  The collective noun for a 
group of ravens is an “unkindness of ravens”, slightly better than the noun for their kin, a“ murder of crows”.  
(And, a broken down horse, is called, “crow-bait”, a tip of the hat to the raven’s relative.) 

Was it something he said, or was it his looks, that put people off the raven?  Could it be his looks? Standing 
nearly 2.5 feet tall with a wingspan of almost 4 feet, the raven does have a cruel curve to its beak, as would 
be expected of a bird that eats carrion and almost anything else that crosses its path. It has even been known 
to catch small mammals; yet, a look at the family tree shows that the raven is not related to the vulture. It is 
actually a passerine, a songbird, an overgrown sparrow, if you will.  The nuclear family to which it belongs 
is the corvid, which includes the crow, jays, magpies, nutcrackers, and more than a dozen species in North 
America. While the bird does have a mournful, grating caw, the raven can also mimic speech and, when 
singing, sounds rather like a marimba. The raven is also highly intelligent, and very curious. It has been seen 
to fashion tools, like a digging stick, to work grubs out of the ground, stores its food in caches, and is an able 
problem solver. Ravens are also widely reported to hold “funerals” in which they mourn, standing strangely 
silent, while clustered around a fellow dead bird, 

To get some respect, the raven must take its consolation in being a lead tourist attraction at the Tower of 
London. Wild ravens had supposedly inhabited the Tower for centuries, observing the execution of Queen 
Anne Boleyn, (also misunderstood by Henry VIII). During the execution of Lady Jane Grey in 1554, they 
were supposed to have pecked the eyes out of the severed head of the luckless queen. Charles II put them 
under royal protection. During WWII British ravens were used as spotters for enemy bombs and planes 
during the Blitz. Tradition says that six ravens must guard the monarchy at all times or the monarchy will 
fall. The British aren’t taking any chances. Sentinels or scavengers, British ravens are treated with care. 

A  Raven master oversees the care of the royal ravens, actually enlisted in WWII as “soldiers” in the Army. 
Wings clipped to prevent flying away, the Tower’s ravens have a life span of over 40 years in captivity; 
today, instead of royal eyes, they prefer a diet that includes 8 oz. of meat a day, biscuit, boiled eggs, apples, 
grapes and cheese.  Yes, that’s right. The Tower Ravens love cheese and also a pint at the pub.  Once a 
Tower raven escaped and was found in a tap- room.  They called him Grog.   Facts aside, in October, Poe’s 
Raven continues to command our attention.  Although Poe would have hated being called the Poet of Hall-o-
ween, but, in October, thanks to Poe all ravens are stuck with the word, “ Nevermore”, for-evermore. ## 

 


